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PART 1 
 

THE CHARTER 
 

§  1. Body politic; name. 

§  2. Powers generally. 

§  3. Form of government. 

§  4. Boundaries. 

§  5. City Council--Powers generally. 

§  6. Same--Composition; election and terms of members. 

§  7. Mayor. 

§  8. Expenditure of funds for decoration and beautification. 

§  9. Severability of Charter; Charter to supersede ordinances, etc. 

§  10. Repeal of conflicting laws; continuation of existing laws. 

§  11. Mayor Pro-Tem. 

 

Sec. 1. Body politic; name. 

 

The inhabitants of the City of Mount Holly, in Gaston County, shall continue to 

be a body politic and corporate by the name of the “City of Mount Holly”.  Under that 

name the City continues to be vested with all the property and rights of property which 

now belong to the corporation; shall have perpetual succession; may use a corporate 

seal; may acquire and hold such estates in lands and property as may be devised, 

bequeathed, sold to, or in any manner conveyed to it or acquired by it, and may from 

time to time, under the general law governing municipal corporations, invest, sell or 

dispose of any such lands or property, including lands and property held for municipal 

purposes; may contract and be contracted with; may sue and be sued; and shall have all 

the powers, rights and privileges now or hereafter conferred upon municipal 

corporations by the general law of the State, including powers,, rights and privileges 

necessary or belonging to, or usually appertaining to, municipal corporations, or 

appropriate to the exercise of the powers now or hereafter conferred on municipal 

corporations by the general law of the state. 

 

Sec. 2. Powers generally. 

 

The enumeration of particular powers by this Charter shall not be held or 

deemed to be exclusive but, in addition to the powers enumerated therein or implied 

thereby, or appropriate to the exercise of such powers, it is intended that the City of 

Mount Holly shall have, and may exercise, all powers which, under the Constitution of 

North Carolina, it would be competent for this Charter specifically to enumerate.  All 

powers of the city, whether expressed or implied, shall be exercised in the manner 

prescribed by this charter, or, if not prescribed therein, then in the manner provided by 

ordinance or resolution of the governing body of the City of Mount Holly.
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Sec. 3. Form of government. 

The form of government of the City of Mount Holly shall be the council-manager 

form of government, as set out in Chapter 160A of the General Statutes of North 

Carolina. 

 

Sec. 4. Boundaries. 

 

(a) The boundaries of the City shall be those existing at the time of adoption of 

this Charter with such alterations as may be made from time to time in the 

manner provided by law.  The current city boundaries, at all times, shall be 

shown on a map, a written description or any combination thereof, to be 

retained permanently in the office of the city manager and to be designated, as 

the case may be, “Map (or description) of Mount Holly City Limits”.  

Alterations in these boundaries shall be indicated by appropriate entries upon 

or additions to such map or description.  Such entries or additions shall be 

made by or under the direction of the city manager.  Copies of such map or 

description certified by the city clerk shall be admitted in evidence in all 

courts and shall have the same force and effect as would the original map or 

description. 

 

(b) The city council may provide for the redrawing of any such map, from time to 

time.  A redrawn map shall supersede for all purposes the earlier map or maps 

which it is designated to replace. 

 

Sec. 5. City council--Powers generally. 

 

The government of the City and the general management and control of all of its 

affairs shall be vested in a city council, which shall be elected as hereinafter set forth and 

shall exercise its powers in the manner herein provided, except that the city manager shall 

have the authority hereinafter specified. 

 

Sec. 6. Same--Composition; election and terms of members. 

 

The city council shall consist of six members, who shall be elected at large by and 

from the qualified voters of the City for a term of four years and until their successors are 

elected and qualified.  At each biennial regular municipal election, three councilmen and 

a mayor shall be elected, the councilmen to serve for four years and the mayor to serve 

for two years. 

 

Sec. 7.  Mayor. 

 

The mayor shall be elected at large by and from the qualified voters of the city for 

a term of four years and until his successor is elected and qualified.  (5-9-11) 
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Sec. 8. Expenditure of funds for decoration and beautification. 

 

The city council shall be empowered to expend reasonable sums of money for the 

decoration and beautification of the City of Mount Holly during the Christmas season and 

on such other occasions as the city council may deem proper. 

 

Sec. 9. Severability of Charter; Charter to supersede ordinances, etc. 

 

If any part of this Charter shall be declared invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such judgment shall not invalidate the remainder of the Charter.  The 

provisions of this Charter shall supersede all laws and ordinances not consistent herewith, 

insofar as the City of Mount Holly is affected thereby. 

 

Sec. 10.  Repeal of conflicting laws; continuation of existing laws. 

 

All laws and clauses of laws relating to or affecting the City of Mount Holly in 

force when this act shall take effect are hereby repealed and superseded to the extent that 

the same are inconsistent with the provisions of this act. 

 

Insofar as the provisions of this act are the same in terms or in substance and 

effect as provisions of law in force when this act shall take effect, relating to or affecting 

the City of Mount Holly, the provisions of this act are intended to be not a new enactment 

but a continuation of such provisions of law, and this act shall be so construed and 

applied. 

 

Sec. 11.  Mayor Pro-Tem. 

 

(a) Notwithstanding G. S. 160A-70, at the organizational meeting following each 

town election, the council member who received the highest number of votes 

for four-year terms at the regular municipal election held two years previously 

shall become mayor pro tempore, to serve until the next organizational 

meeting or until the person ceases to be a member of the council, whichever 

comes first. 

 

(b) If, however, the person who received the highest number of votes is no longer 

a member of the council at the time that person would assume the office of 

mayor pro tempore under subsection (a) of this section, the person with the 

next highest number of votes at that election shall become mayor pro tempore. 

 

 This act became effective with the first organizational meeting following the 

enactment of this bill.  This bill was enacted June 21, 1996. 
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Part II 

The Code 

 

Chapter 1 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

§  1-1. How Code designated and cited. 

§  1-2. Rules of construction. 

§  1-3. Conflicts within Code. 

§  1-4. Catchlines. 

§  1-5. Severability of parts of Code. 

§  1-6. Repeal, expiration and revival of ordinances. 

§  1-7. Amendments to Code; effect of new ordinances; amendatory language. 

§  1-8. General penalty; enforcement of ordinances; continuing violations. 

§  1-9. Filing of technical codes. 

 

Sec. 1-1.  How Code designated and cited. 

 

The provisions in the following chapters and sections shall constitute and be 

designated, “The Code of the City of Mount Holly” and may be so cited.  Such Code may 

also be cited as “Mount Holly City Code”. (Code 1961, § 1-1.) 

 

For state law requiring code, see G.S. § 16OA-77. As to maintenance of  

ordinance book, see G.S. § 16OA-78.  As to pleading and proving code  

and other city ordinances, see G.S. § 16OA-79. 

 

Sec. 1-2. Rules of construction. 

 

In the construction of this Code, and of all ordinances, the following definitions 

and rules of construction shall be observed, unless inconsistent with the manifest intent of 

the city council or the context clearly requires otherwise: 

 

Bond.  When a bond is required, an undertaking in writing shall be sufficient. 

 

City.  The words “city”, “the city”, or “this city” shall mean the City of Mount 

Holly, North Carolina. 

 

City limits; corporate limits.  The words “city limits” or “corporate limits” shall 

mean the legal boundary of the City of Mount Holly, North Carolina. 

 

Council.  The words “council” or “the council” shall mean the city council of the 

City of Mount Holly, North Carolina, or the governing body thereof.
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City manager.  The words “city manager” shall mean the city manager of the City 

of Mount Holly, North Carolina. 

 

Code.  The word “Code” shall mean the Code of Mount Holly, unless otherwise 

explained in the text. 

 

Computation of time.  The time within which an act is to be done shall be 

computed by excluding the first and including the last day, and if the last day be Saturday, 

Sunday or a legal Holiday, that shall be excluded. 

  

For state law as to computation of time, see G.S. § 1-593. 

 

County.  The words “county” or “this county” shall mean the County of Gaston. 

 

Delegation of authority.  Whenever a provision appears requiring the head of a 

department of the city to do some act or make certain inspections, it is to be construed to 

authorize subordinates to perform the required inspection unless the terms of the 

provision or section designate otherwise. 

 

Gender.  Words importing the masculine, gender shall include the feminine and 

neuter. 

 

Interpretation.  In the interpretation and application of any provision of this Code, 

it shall be held to the minimum requirements adopted for the promotion of the public 

health, safety, comfort, convenience and general welfare.  Where any provision of this 

Code imposes greater restrictions upon the subject matter than the general provision 

imposed by the Code, the provision imposing the greater restriction or regulation shall be 

deemed to be controlling. 

 

Joint authority.  All words giving a joint authority to three or more persons or 

officers shall be construed as giving such authority to a majority of such persons or 

officers. 

 

Keeper; proprietor.  The words “keeper” and “proprietor” shall mean and include 

person, firm, association, corporation, club and partnership, whether acting by themselves 

or a servant, agent or employee. 

 

Mayor.  The words “the mayor” or “mayor” shall mean the mayor of the City of 

Mount Holly, North Carolina. 

 

 Month.  The word “month” shall mean a calendar month. 

 

Nontechnical and technical words.  Words and phrases shall be construed 

according to the common and approved usage of language, but technical words and
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phrases and such others as may have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in law 

shall be construed and understood according to such meaning. 

 

Number.  Words used in the singular include the plural and the plural includes the 

singular number. 

 

Oath.  The word “oath” shall be construed to include an affirmation in all cases in 

which, by law, an affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases the words 

“affirm” and “affirmed” shall be equivalent to the words “swear” and “sworn”. 

 

Officer.  The word “officer” shall mean the officer whose duties are being 

prescribed or regulated in the section or chapter. 

 

Or; and.  “Or” may be read “and” and “and” may be read “or” if the sense requires 

it. 

 

Owner.  The word “owner” applied to a building or land, shall include any part 

owner, joint owner, tenant in common, joint tenant or tenant by the entirety, or the holder 

of the title in fee simple of record of the whole. or part of such building or land. 

 

Person.  The word “person” shall include a corporation, firm, partnership, 

association, organization and any other group acting as a unit, as well as an individual. 

 

Personal property includes every species of property except real property as herein 

defined. 

 

Preceding; following.  The words “preceding” and “following” shall mean next 

before and next after, respectively. 

 

Property.  The word “property” shall include real and personal property. 

 

Real property shall include lands, tenements and hereditaments. 

 

Residence.  The term “residence” shall be construed to mean the place adopted by 

a person as his place of habitation and to which, whenever he is absent, he has the 

intention of returning.  When a person eats at one place and sleeps at another, the place 

where such person sleeps shall be deemed his residence. 

 

Right of way.  The term “right of way” shall mean the privilege of the immediate 

use of the roadway and shall include the use of the entire width of the land between the 

property lines so dedicated to public use. 

 

Seal.  Seal shall mean the city seal, corporate seal, seal of the city corporation or 

seal of the City of Mount Holly, North Carolina.
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Sidewalk.  The word “sidewalk” shall mean any portion of a street between the 

curb line and the adjacent property line, intended for the use of pedestrians. 

 

Signature or subscription.  The words “signature” or “subscription” include a 

mark when the person cannot write. 

 

State.  The words “state”, “the state” or “this state” shall be construed to mean the 

State of North Carolina. 

 

Street.  The word “street” shall mean and include any public way, road, highway, 

street, avenue, boulevard, parkway, alley, lane, path, viaduct, bridge or other public place 

and the approaches thereto within the city when any part thereof is open to the use of the 

public and established for purposes of vehicular traffic. 

 

Tenant; occupant.  The word “tenant”' or “occupant”' applied to a building or land 

shall include any person who occupies the whole or part of such building or land, whether 

alone or with others. 

 

Tense.  Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the 

past and present. 

 

Title of office.  The title of any office shall be construed to include the words “of 

the City of Mount Holly, North Carolina”. 

 

Vehicle.  Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be 

transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting devices moved by human or animal 

power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks is a vehicle. 

 

Writing; written.  The words “writing” and “written” shall include printing and 

any other mode of representing words and letters. 

 

 Year.  The word “year” shall mean a calendar year. (Code 1961, § 1-2.) 

 

For state law containing similar rules of construction, see G.S. § 12-3. 

 

Sec. 1-3.  Conflicts within Code. 

 

 All sections of this Code shall be construed together, and if there be any apparent 

conflict between sections, the same shall be interpreted by the attorney and his 

construction shall be binding upon the council. (Code 1961, § 1-3.) 

 

Sec. 1-4.  Catchlines. 

 

The catchlines of the several sections of this Code are intended as mere catchwords 

to indicate the contents of the section and shall not be deemed or taken to be titles of such 
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sections, nor as any part of the section, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall they be so 

deemed when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are amended or reenacted. 

(Code 1961, § 1-4.) 

 

Sec. 1-5.  Severability of parts of Code. 

 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the city council that the section, 

paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Code are severable, and if any phrase, 

clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Code shall be declared unconstitutional by 

the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction such 

unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 

paragraphs and sections of this Code, since the same would have been enacted by the city 

council without the incorporation in this Code of any such unconstitutional phrase, 

clause, sentence, paragraph or section. (Code 1961, § 1-5). 

 

Sec. 1-6.  Repeal, expiration and revival of ordinances. 

 

The repeal of an ordinance or its expiration by virtue of any provision contained 

therein shall not affect any right accrued, any offense committed, any penalty or 

punishment incurred or any proceeding commenced before the repeal took effect or the 

ordinance expired. 

 

When an ordinance which repealed another shall itself be repealed, the previous 

ordinance shall not be revived without express words to that effect. (Code 1961, § 1-6.) 

 

As to form and effective date of ordinances, see 2-2, 2-3 of this Code. 

 

Sec. 1-7.  Amendments to code; effect of new ordinances; amendatory language. 

 

All ordinances passed subsequent to this Code, which amend, repeal or in any way 

affect this Code, shall be numbered in accordance with the numbering system of this 

Code and printed for inclusion herein.  In the case of repealed chapters, sections and 

subsections or any part thereof, by subsequent ordinances, such repealed portions may be 

excluded from the Code by omission from reprinted pages affected thereby.  The 

subsequent ordinances as numbered and printed or omitted, in the case of repeal, shall be 

prima facie evidence of such subsequent ordinances until such time that this Code and 

subsequent ordinances numbered or omitted are re-adopted as a new Code by the city 

council. 

 

Amendments to any of the provisions of this Code shall be made by amending such 

provisions by specific reference to the section number of this Code in the following 

language:             “That section ______________ of the Code of the City of Mount Holly, 

North Carolina, is hereby amended to read as follows... “The new provisions shall then be 

set out in full as desired.
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In the event that a new section, not heretofore existing in the Code, is to be added, 

the following language shall be used: “That the Code of the City of Mount Holly, North 

Carolina, is hereby amended by adding a section to be numbered _______________, 

which section reads as follows:” The new section shall then be set out in full as desired.  

All sections, articles, chapters or provisions desired to be repealed must be specifically 

repealed by section, article or chapter number, as the case may be. (Code 1961, § 1-7.) 

 

As to form and effective date of ordinances generally, see §§ 2-2, 2-3 of  

 this Code. 

 

Sec. 1-8.  General penalty; enforcement of ordinances; continuing violations.  

 

(a) Unless otherwise specifically provided, violation of any provision of this 

Code or any other city ordinances shall be a misdemeanor, as provided by 

section 14-4 of the General Statutes of North Carolina. 

 

(b) An ordinance may provide that violation thereof shall subject the offender 

to a civil penalty to be recovered by the city in a civil action in the nature 

of debt if the offender does not pay the penalty within a prescribed period 

of time after he has been cited for violation of the ordinance. 

 

(c) The provisions of this Code and any other city ordinance may be enforced 

by any one, all or a combination of the remedies authorized and prescribed 

by this section and state law. 

 

(d) Except as otherwise specifically provided, each day's continuing violation 

of any provision of this Code or other city ordinance shall be a separate 

and distinct offense. (Code 1961, § 1-8.) 

 

For state law as to penalties and remedies available for violation of  

ordinances, see G.S. § 16OA-175.  As to penalty for violation of 

city ordinances, see G.S. § 14-4. 

As to form and effective date of ordinances generally, see §§ 2-2, 2-3 of  

this Code.  As to penalties for violations of restrictions imposed 

during proclaimed emergencies, see § 6-8.  As to penalties for 

failure to keep premises clean, etc., see § 8-9.  As to penalties for 

violation of housing regulations, see § 9-20. 

 

Sec. 1-9.  Filing of technical codes. 

 

At least one copy of any technical code adopted in this Code by reference shall be 

kept on file for public inspection in the office of the city manager. 

 

For state law as to adoption of technical codes by reference, see G.S., §  

16OA-76.
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As to adoption of Building Code, see § 4-1 of this Code.  As to adoption  

of Electrical Code, see § 4-2.  As to adoption of Heating Code, see  

§ 4-2.  As to adoption of Plumbing Code, see § 4-2. 
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CHAPTER 2 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

For charter provisions as to corporate powers generally, see Char., § 2.  As to  

form of government, see Char., § 3. 

For state law as to cities generally, see G.S., § 16OA-1 et seq.  As to general  

corporate powers, see G.S., §§ 16OA-11, 16OA-12.  For authority to 

allow Sunday sales of alcohol beginning at 10:00 AM, see G.S., § 160A-205.3. 

As to the dog warden, see §§ 3-3 to 3-5 of this Code.  As to building inspector  

generally, see § 4-4.  As to state of emergency generally, see Ch. 6. As to 

fire department, see §§ 7-7 to 7-15.  As to solid waste services director, 

see § 8-2.  As to administration of housing regulations, see §§ 9-11 to 9-

30.  As to police generally, see Ch. 15.  As to the zoning board of 

adjustment, see §§ 20-61 to 20-69. 

 

Article I. In General. 

 

§ 2-1. Registration and conduct of elections. 

§ 2-2. Ordinances--Form when proposed. 

§ 2-3. Same--Effective date. 

§ 2-4. Claims against city. 

 

Article II. Mayor and Council. 

 

§ 2-5. Mayor--Duties generally. 

§ 2-6. Same--To vote in case of tie. 

§ 2-7. Resignations. 

§ 2-8. Disqualification by removal of residence outside city. 

§ 2-9. Power to consolidate offices. 

§ 2-10. Salaries. 

§ 2-11. Meeting--Regular. 

§ 2-12. Same--Adjourned. 

§ 2-13. Order of business. 

§ 2-14. Rules of procedure generally. 

§ 2-15. Previous questions. 

§ 2-16. Motions having precedence. 

§ 2-17. Motion to adjourn. 

 

Article III.  Officers and Employees Generally. 

 

§ 2-18. Conflicts of interest. 

§ 2-19. Expenses of councilmen and other officers. 

§ 2-20. Social security benefits for employees. 

§ 2-21. Personnel regulations. 

§ 2-22. Same--Administration. 
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§ 2-23. Retirement 

§ 2-24. City manager--Duties. 

§ 2-25. Same--Appointment of personnel. 

§ 2-26. Same--Council not to interfere in appointments, removals or duties. 

§ 2-27.City Clerk Duties generally. 

§ 2-28. City Finance Officer  

§ 2-29. Same--Office Hours. 

§ 2-30. City attorney. 

§ 2-31. Tax collector--Appointment. 

§ 2-32. Same--Duties. 

§ 2-33. Director of public works--office created. 

§ 2-34. Same--Appointment. 

§ 2-35. Same--Duties. 

 

Article IV. Commissions. 

 

§ 2-36. Beautification commission--Created; composition; appointment and terms 

of members. 

§ 2-37. Same--Organization; compensation; vacancies. 

§ 2-38. Same--Duties and powers. 

§ 2-39. Recreation commission--Created; composition; appointment and terms of 

members. 

§ 2-40. Same--Organization; compensation. 

§ 2-41. Same--Duties and powers. 

§ 2-42. Community Appearance Commission--Established. 

§ 2-43. Same--Membership qualifications and terms of office. 

§ 2-44. Same--Organization. 

§ 2-45. Same--Powers and duties. 

§ 2-46. Same--Annual report. 

§ 2-47. Same--Advisory Council, Committees. 

§ 2-48. Same--Staff and technical services. 

§ 2-49. Same--Receipt and expenditures of funds. 

§ 2-50. Same--Effective date. 

§ 2-51. Alcoholic Beverage Control Board- Created; composition; appointment 

and terms of members. 

§ 2-52. Tourism Development Authority- Created; composition; appointment and 

terms of members. 

 

Article V. Ordinances adopted pursuant to Local Option authority. 

 

§ 2-53.  Brunch Bill ordinance. 
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Article I. In General. 

 

Sec. 2-1.  Registration and conduct of elections. 

 

Registration for and conduct of city elections shall be administered by the county 

board of elections. 

 

For state law as to city elections, see G. S., §§ 163-279 to 163-305. 

 

Sec. 2-2.  Ordinances--Form when proposed. 

 

Every ordinance amending or repealing any ordinance, and every new ordinance 

shall be proposed in writing, signed by the councilmen presenting the same, and 

approved as to form by the city attorney. (Code 1961, § 2-4.) 

  

For state law as to ordinance making powers of city generally, see G. S., §  

16OA-174.  As to enforcement of ordinances, see G. S., § 16OA-

175.  As to adoption of technical ordinances, etc., by reference, see 

G. S., § 16OA-76.  As to codification of ordinances, see G. S., § 

16OA-77. As to ordinance book, see G. S., § 16OA-78.  As to 

pleading and proving ordinances, see G. S., § 16OA-79. 

As to rules of construction or ordinances generally, see § 1-2 of this Code.   

As to repeal, expiration and revival of ordinances, see § 1-6.  As to 

amendments to this Code generally see § 1-7.  As to enforcement 

of ordinances generally, see § 1-8.  As to filing of technical codes 

adopted by reference, see § 1-9.  As to vote of mayor in case of tie, 

see § 2-6. 

 

Sec. 2-3.  Same--Effective date. 

 

Every ordinance shall be in force immediately upon its passage, except as 

otherwise provided. (Code 1961, § 2-5.) 

 

Sec. 2-4.  Claims against city. 

 

All persons having claims against the city shall present them in writing to the city 

manager. (Code 1961, § 2-13.) 

 

Article II.  Mayor and Council. 

 

For charter provisions as to form of government, see Char., § 3. As to city 

council, see Char., §§ 5, 6. As to mayor, see Char., § 7. 

For State law as to mayor and council generally, see G. S., §§ 16OA-66 to  

16OA-82.  As to organization of government, see G. S., § 16OA-

146.  As to administration of council-manager cities, see G. S., §§ 

16OA-147 to 16OA-152.  As to registration and conduct of 
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elections generally, see § 2-1 of this Code. 

 

Sec. 2-5.  Mayor—Duties generally. 

 

It shall be the duty of the mayor to: 

 

(a) Keep himself informed as to the city's business. 

 

(b) Preside over the meetings of the council. 

 

(c) Sign contracts, franchises or paper writings authorized by the council 

and as required by law. 

 

(d) Appoint such committees and outline their powers and duties as he 

deems necessary. 

 

(e) Make such recommendations as he deems necessary or expedient to 

the council. 

 

(Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

For state law as to powers of mayor generally, see G. S., § 16OA-67. 

As to proclamation of emergencies generally, Ch. 6 of this Code. 

 

Sec. 2-6.  Same--To vote in case of tie. 

 

When there is an equal division of the council upon any question, or in the 

election of officers, the mayor may vote to break a tie, but shall have no vote under any 

other circumstances. (Code 1961, § 2-23.) 

 

For similar state law, see G. S., § 16OA-69. 

 

Sec. 2-7.  Resignations. 

 

Resignation of any member of the council shall be in writing and the resignation 

shall lie on the table until the next regular meeting unless considered by unanimous 

consent. (Code 1961, § 2-6.) 

 

Sec. 2-8.  Disqualification by removal of residence outside city. 

 

If any member of the council shall move his residence from the city, his office 

shall at once be declared vacant and shall be filled as provided by Section 16OA-63 of 

the General Statutes of North Carolina. (Code 1961, § 2-8.) 

 

For state law as to residency of appointive officers, etc., see G. S.,  

§ 16OA-60. 
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Sec. 2-9.  Power to consolidate offices. 

  

The council may, except as limited by state law, consolidate any two or more 

offices and assign the duties of both offices to one or more persons. (Code 1961, § 2-9.) 

 

For state law as to authority of council to consolidate, etc., offices, see  

G. S., § 16OA-146. 

 

Sec. 2-10.  Salaries. 

 

The council may fix its own compensation and the compensation of the mayor 

and any other elected officers of the city by adoption of the annual budget ordinance, but 

the salary of an elected officer other than a member of the council may not be reduced 

during the then-current term of office unless he agrees thereto. (Amended June 12, 2000) 

(Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

For state law as to authority of council to fix its own compensation and 

mayor's compensation, see G. S., § 16OA-64. 

 

Sec. 2-11.  Meetings--Regular. 

 

There shall be one regular meeting of the City Council each month held at the 

Mount Holly Municipal Complex.  The meeting shall be on the second Monday of each 

month beginning at 7:00 PM.  The City Council may establish additional regular 

meetings at such intervals as it may determine.  The City Council may take up such 

matters as they may elect at regular meetings.  (Code 1961, § 2-19.) (amended 9-12-11). 

(Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

For state law as to regular and special meetings of council, see G. S.,  

§ 16OA-71. 

 

Sec. 2-12.  Same--Adjourned. 

 

If a quorum shall fail to attend any regular or special meeting of the council or if 

for any reason the meeting shall fail to complete transaction of the business before it, the  

meeting may be adjourned to any date prior to the next regular meeting agreed upon by a 

majority of the members present.  (Code 1961, § 2-21.) 

 

For state law as to quorum of council, see G. S., §16OA-74. 

 

Sec. 2-13.  Order of business. 

 

The order of business for regular meetings of the council shall be as follows: 

 

(a) Call to order by the mayor. 
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(b) Invocation and pledge of allegiance.  

 

(c) Approval of the agenda. 

 

(d) Approval of the consent agenda and minutes of former meeting. 

 

(e) Presentations. 

 

(f) Public hearings. 

 

(g) Unscheduled public comment. 

 

(h) Old business. 

 

(i) New business. 

 

(j) Closed session pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11 (if any required). 

 

(k) Other business. 

 

(l) Adjournment. 

(Code 1961, § 2-26.) (Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

For state law as to authority of council to adopt rules of procedure, see  

G. S., 16OA-71. 

 

Sec. 2-14.  Rules of procedure generally. 

 

Except as otherwise provided by this Code or other ordinance of the city, the 

procedure of the city council shall be governed by Robert's Rules of Order. (Code 1961,  

§ 2-27.) 

 

For state law as to authority of city to adopt rules of procedure, see G. S.,  

§ 16OA-71. 

 

Sec. 2-15.  Previous questions. 

 

The previous questions may be called at any time by a majority of the members 

present.  The “ayes” and “nays” may be called for by any member. (Code 1961, § 2-28.) 

 

Sec. 2-16.  Motions having precedence. 

 

When a question is under consideration, no motion shall be received, except as 

follows: 

 

(a) To lay on the table 
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(b) To postpone to a time certain. 

 

(c) To postpone indefinitely. 

 

(d) To refer to a committee. 

 

(e) To amend. 

 

(f) To strike out or insert. 

 

(g) To divide. 

 

Motions for any of these purposes shall have precedence in the order named. 

(Code 1961, § 2-29.) 

 

Sec. 2-17.  Motion to adjourn. 

 

A motion to adjourn shall always be in order and shall be decided without debate. 

(Code 1961, § 2-30.) 

 

Article III.  Officers and Employees Generally 

 

State law reference--City personnel generally, G. S., §§ 16OA-62 to  

16OA-167. 

 

Sec. 2-18.  Conflicts of interest. 

 

No member of the council or other officer or employee shall be pecuniary 

interested, directly or indirectly, in any contract made or entered into by the council, nor 

in any matter where the rights or liabilities of the city are, or may be, involved. (Code 

1961, § 2-12.) 

 

State law reference-Conflicts of interest in council voting, G. S., § 16OA-

75. 

 

Sec. 2-19.  Expenses of councilmen and other officers. 

 

All committees and members of the council, and all other officers of the city who 

shall incur any expense in the discharge of their official duties shall present itemized 

accounts of such to the city manager for audit and payment upon approval. (Code 1961, § 

2-11.) 

 

State law reference-Authority of city to fix expense allowances, G. S.,  

§ 16OA-162. 
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Sec. 2-20.  Social security benefits for employees. 

 

The city extends the benefits authorized by Article 2, Chapter 135 of the General 

Statutes of North Carolina to its eligible employees in proprietary functions and 

governmental or nonproprietary functions alike. (Code 1961, § 2-14.) 

 

Sec. 2-21.  Personnel Regulations. 

 

 The city manager may, in his discretion, establish and amend a “Personnel 

Policy” from time to time, which policy shall not be an ordinance and shall not vest in 

any employee a property right or employment contract.  (Former Sec. 2-21 Repealed 

January 5, 1995) (Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-22.  Same--Administration. 

 

The city manager shall be responsible for the administration of sick leave, 

vacation leave, holiday and military leave policies and for establishing and maintaining a 

record system which shall at all times provide full and accurate information as to the 

amount of sick leave, vacation and military leave which each employee has accrued and 

the amount which each has taken. (11-11-63) 

 

Sec. 2-23.  Retirement. 

 

The city enrolls its eligible employees in the Local Government Employees’ 

Retirement System or its successor and other applicable state maintained retirement 

systems.  (11-11-63) (Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

State law reference-Retirement benefits for city employees, G.S.,  

§ 16OA-163. 

 

Sec. 2-24.  City manager--Duties. 

 

The city manager shall have the powers and duties pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 160A-

148. 

 

(Code 1961, § 238.) (Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

For charter provision adopting council-manager form of government, see  

Char., § 3. 

For state law as to city manager generally, see G.S., §§ 16OA-147 to 16OA- 

152. 

As to sales of lots in cemeteries, see § 5-5 of this Code.  As to city manager as  

executive head of police department, see § 15-1. 
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Sec. 2-25.  Same--Appointment of personnel. 

 

Appointments made by, or under the authority of, the city manager, including the 

city clerk and finance officer, shall be on the basis of executive and administrative ability 

and of the training and experience of the appointees in the work which they are to 

perform.  All the appointments shall be without definite term unless for provisional, 

temporary or emergency service. (Code 1961, 9 2-39.) (Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-26.  Same--Council not to interfere in appointments, removals or duties. 

 

Neither the council nor any of its committees or members shall direct or request 

the appointment of any person to, or his removal from, office by the city manager or any 

of his subordinates, or in any manner take part in the appointment or removal of officers 

and employees in the administrative service of the city.  Except for the purpose of 

inquiry, the council and its members shall deal with the administrative service solely 

through the manager, and neither the council nor any member thereof shall give orders to 

any subordinate of the city manager either publicly or privately. (1961, § 2-41.) 

 

Sec. 2-27.  Clerk-- Duties generally. 

 

The city clerk shall be under the supervision and direction of the city manager and 

shall act as secretary to the city council and shall perform other such duties as may be 

required by the city manager and as prescribed by law.   In the absence of an appointment 

of a city clerk, the city manager may be required to perform the duties of said city clerk 

in addition to those duties heretofore required of him.  The city clerk shall have the 

powers and duties pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 160A-171.  The city manager shall be 

authorized to appoint a deputy clerk who shall have full authority to exercise and perform 

any of the powers and duties of the city clerk. 

 

For state law as to city clerk, see G. S. §§ 16OA-171, 16OA-172. 

 

(Amended 12-08-2008) (Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-28.  Finance Officer. 

 

The city finance officer shall be under the supervision and direction of the city 

manager and shall perform such duties as may be required by the city manager and as 

prescribed by law.  The city finance officer shall be provided with a surety bond in an 

amount fixed by the city council.  The city manager shall be authorized to appoint a 

deputy finance officer who shall have full authority to exercise and perform any of the 

powers and duties of the finance officer.  The city finance officer shall have the powers 

and duties pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 159-25(a). 

 (Amended 12-08-08). (Amended 4-27-2015.) 
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Sec. 2-29.  Same--Office hours. 

 

Repealed. (4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-30.  City attorney. 

 

The city council shall appoint a city attorney who shall hold office during the 

pleasure of the council.  It shall be the duty of the city attorney to handle all city 

litigation; to advise the council and other city officials, to attend council meetings and to 

prepare such legal documents as may be required by the city.  Compensation of the city 

attorney shall be fixed by the city council. 

 

State law reference-City attorney, G.S., § 16OA-173. 

 

Sec. 2-31.  Tax collector--Appointment. 

 

The city council shall appoint a tax collector who shall hold office during the 

pleasure of the council.  The city tax collector shall be provided with a surety bond in an 

amount fixed by the city council.  (Code 1961, § 2-45) (Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-32.  Same--Duties. 

 

The tax collector shall have the powers and duties pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 105-

350. 

 

(Code 1961, § 2-46) (Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-33.  Director of public works--Office created. 

 

Repealed. (4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-34.  Same--Appointment. 

 

Repealed. (Code 1961, § 2-53) (4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-35.  Same--Duties. 

 

Repealed. 

 

(Former Sec. 2-35, Code 1961, § 2-54) (Repealed 4-27-2015.) 

 

Cross reference--Duties with respect to cemeteries, § 5-2; enforcement of 

housing standards, §§ 9-11-9-13; enforcement of mobile home park 

regulations, § 12-2. 
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Article IV.  Commissions 

 

Sec. 2-36.  Beautification commission--Created; composition; appointment and terms of 

members. 

 

Repealed.  (Former Sec. 2-36, Code 1961, § 2-60; Ord. of 1-12-76, 9-10-84) 

(Repealed 4-27-2015.) 

 

Charter reference--Expenditure of funds for beautification and decoration,  

§ 8. 

 

Sec. 2-37.  Same--Organization; compensation; vacancies. 

 

Repealed. 

 

 (Former Sec. 2-37, Code 1961, § 2-61) (Repealed 4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-38.  Same--Duties and powers. 

 

Repealed. (Former Sec. 2-38, Code 1961, § 2-62) (Repealed 4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-39.  Recreation commission-Created; composition; appointment and terms of 

members. 

 

There is hereby created a recreation commission composed of ten (10) members, 

appointed by the mayor and council at their first meeting following the election of the 

mayor for terms of four (4) years. (Code 1961, § 2-63; Ord. of 1-12-76) (amended 12-10-

2007) (amended 3-11-13). 

 

Sec. 2-40.  Same--Organization; compensation. 

 

At their first meeting following their appointment the members of the recreation 

commission shall elect one of their members chairman and one secretary and treasurer. 

 

The members of the commission shall serve without compensation. (Code 1961,  

§ 2-64) 

 

Sec. 2-41.  Same--Duties and powers. 

 

It shall be the duty of the recreation commission to survey the recreation needs of 

the city and make recommendations to the council on ways and means to establish a city 

recreation program. (Code 1961, § 2-65) 

 

Sec. 2-42.  Community Appearance Commission--Established. 

 

Repealed.  
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Sec. 2-43.  Same--Membership qualifications and terms of office. 

 

Repealed. 

 

Sec. 2-44.  Same--Organization. 

 

Repealed. 

 

Sec. 2-45.  Same--Powers and duties. 

 

Repealed. 

 

Sec. 2-46.  Same--Annual report. 

 

Repealed. 

 

Sec. 2-47.  Same--Advisory Council, Committees. 

 

Repealed. 

 

Sec. 2-48. Same--Staff and technical services. 

 

Repealed. 

 

Sec. 2-49.  Same--Receipt and expenditures of funds. 

 

Repealed. 

 

Sec. 2-50.  Same--Effective date. 

 

Repealed. 

 (Sections 2-42 through 2-50 were adopted on 9-12-88 and repealed 4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-51.  Alcoholic Beverage Control Board- Created; composition; appointment and 

terms of members. 

 

 There is hereby created an Alcoholic Beverage Control Board composed of three 

members appointed by the City Council of the City of Mount Holly.  The members shall 

serve a three year, staggered term.  Compensation for the services of the members shall 

be as set by the City Council.  (Resolution dated May 10, 2004.) (Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 2-52.  Tourism Development Authority- Created; composition; appointment and 

terms of members. 

 

 There is hereby created a Tourism Development Authority composed of three 

members appointed by the City Council of the City of Mount Holly.  The members shall 
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serve a three year, staggered term.  Compensation for the services of the members shall 

be as set by the City Council. (Resolution dated March 8, 2010.) (Amended 4-27-2015.) 

 

Article V. Ordinances adopted pursuant to Local Option authority. 

 

Sec. 2-53.  Brunch Bill ordinance. 

 

Pursuant to the authority granted by S.L. 2017-87, any establishment located in the 

corporate limits of the City of Mount Holly and holding an ABC permit issued pursuant 

to G.S. 18B - 1001 is permitted to sell beverages allowed by its permit beginning at 10 

AM on Sundays. 

 

(Adopted 1-22-2018.) 
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CHAPTER 3 

 

ANIMALS 

 

For state law as to authority of city to regulate some domestic animals, see  

G. S., § 16OA-186.  As to authority of city to regulate, etc. 

possession or harboring of wild animals, see G.S., § 16OA-187.  

As to authority of city to impose license taxes on domestic 

animals, see G.S., § 16OA-212.  As to dogs generally, see G.S., § 

67-1 et seq. 

As to hunting, trapping, etc., in cemeteries, see § 5-22 of this Code.  As to  

control of insects, rodents and infestations in housing, see § 9-9. 

As to noise generally, see §§ 14-11, 14-12. 

 

SEE ALSO GASTON COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

 

§ 3-1. Definitions. 

 § 3-2. Strays declared nuisance. 

 § 3-3. Dog Warden--Appointment; compensation. 

 § 3-4. Same--Powers and duties generally. 

 § 3-5. Same--Storage and use of firearms. 

 § 3-6. Rabies vaccination required. 

 § 3-7. Restraint of dogs. 

 § 3-8. Cruelty to animals. 

 § 3-9. Permitting certain animals to run at large, graze, etc. 

 § 3-10. Certain animals prohibited within five hundred feet of residence or street. 

 § 3-11. Keeping of swine. 

 § 3-12. Exhibition of stud horse or jack. 

 § 3-13. Maintenance of stables, etc. 

 § 3-14. Impoundment. 

 § 3-15. Redemption. 

 § 3-16. Purchase of impounded dogs by non-owners. 

 § 3-17. Adoption of county ordinance. 

 § 3-18. Responsibilities of owner. 

 § 3-19. Determination of dog to be stray animal. 

 

Sec. 3-1.  Definitions. 

 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the 

meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section: 

 

Animal.  Any animate being which is endowed with the power of voluntary 

motion, except Homo sapiens. 

 

Animal shelter.  Any place authorized by the city manager for the restraint, care 

and disposition of animals. 
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City dog warden.  Any person designated by the city manager to enforce any or 

all provisions of this chapter as well as any state laws pertaining to animal control.  This 

term shall include all members of the city police department. 

 

Dog. A dog of either sex. 

 

Impounded.  Having been received into the custody of the dog warden, whether or 

not the animal so received shall have been placed in the animal shelter. 

 

Owner.  Any person, group of persons or any entity possessing, keeping, having 

charge of, sheltering, feeding, harboring or taking care of any animal. 

 

Stray. Any animal which has not been vaccinated, as required by this chapter or 

any other applicable law, or which is not cared for, harbored or maintained according to 

the provisions of this chapter or other applicable law. (11-11-74, § 3-2.) 

 

Sec. 3-2.  Strays declared nuisance. 

 

The presence of any stray animal within the corporate limits of the city is hereby 

declared to be a public nuisance.  Such animals are a threat to the health of the 

community and to the safety of persons and property alike. (11-11-74, § 3-1.) 

 

Sec. 3-3.  Dog warden--Appointment; compensation. 

 

See Gaston County Animal Control Ordinance, as authorized in Section 3-17 

hereinafter. (8-10-81) 

 

Sec. 3-4.  Same--Powers and duties generally. 

 

The dog warden shall: 

 

(a) Have the power of arrest and the responsibility to enforce all laws of the state 

and all provisions of this Code and other ordinances of the city pertaining to 

ownership and control of dogs and other animals, and shall cooperate with all 

other law enforcement officers in the county in fulfilling his duties; 

 

(b) Seize and impound dogs and other animals in the city involved in a violation 

of this Code or any other ordinance of the city or state law; 

 

(c) Cooperate with the health director and county health officers and assist in the 

enforcement of the laws of the state with regard to the control of animals and 

especially with regard to the vaccination against rabies; 
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(d) In the performance of his duties, have all the power, authority and immunity 

of peace officers, as granted by this Code and the North Carolina General 

Statutes, in regard to enforcing the provisions of this Code and the General 

Statutes of North Carolina which relate to the care, treatment and impounding 

of animals and making arrests for violation of such provisions; 

 

(e) While performing his respective duties, wear a badge of a size and design to 

be determined by the city manager. (1111-74, § 3-4.) 

 

Sec 3-5.  Same--Storage and use of firearms. 

 

Notwithstanding the prior provisions of this chapter, the dog warden and his 

authorized representatives shall not and are not hereby authorized to carry on their 

persons any firearms of any kind; provided, that the dog warden may store firearms at the 

animal shelter or in any authorized vehicle for use when necessary to enforce any state or 

city law for the control of wild, vicious or diseased animals.  The dog warden shall use 

only those firearms of a type approved for use by the city manager. (11-11-74, § 3-4.) 

 

Sec. 3-6.  Rabies vaccination required. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any dog owner to permit any dog over four months old to 

appear or be on any street, park or public way of the city or in any public place therein 

unless the dog is wearing a collar or harness to which is attached a rabies vaccination tag 

which has been issued for such dog and which has a number corresponding to that 

number on the owner's rabies vaccination certificate. (11-11-74, § 3-5.) 

 

For state law as to rabies control generally, see G.S., §§ 106-364 to  

106-387. 

 

Sec. 3-7.  Restraint of dogs. 

 

Every person owning or having possession, charge, care, custody or control of 

any dog shall keep such dog exclusively upon his own premises; provided, that such dog 

may be off such premises if it be under the control of a competent person and restrained 

by a chain, leash or other means of adequate physical control. (11-11-74 § 3-6.) 

 

Sec. 3-8.  Cruelty to animals. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to mistreat, drive or work or allow to be 

worked any beast of burden that is physically disabled for labor or work. (11-11-74, § 3-

7.) 

 

For state law as to authority of city to define and prohibit abuse of  

animals, see G. S., §160A-182.  As to creation of bird sanctuary, 

see G. S., § 16OA-188.  As to cruelty to animals generally, see 
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G. S., §§ 14-360 to 14-363.1. As to protection of animals, see G.S., 

§ 19A-1 et seq. 

 

Sec. 3-9.  Permitting certain animals to run at large, graze, etc. 

 

No person who is the owner or who has custody of any horse, mule, donkey, hog, 

sheep, goat or cattle of any kind shall allow the same to run at large on or in the streets, 

sidewalks, parks, squares or cemeteries.  With the exception of horses or mules being 

used for driving or riding and fastened to hitching posts or blocks, no person shall stake 

or otherwise fasten any such animal for grazing purposes on or in any of the streets, 

sidewalks, parks, squares or cemeteries; nor shall any person feed any such animal upon 

or in any of the streets, sidewalks, parks or squares. (11-11-74, § 3-8.) 

 

Sec. 3-10.  Certain animals prohibited within five hundred feet of residence or street. 
 

 Except as provided herein, no person shall keep or maintain any cows, horses, 

goats, sheep or fowl within five hundred feet of any street or residence, other than the 

residence of the owner of such animal.  Goats may be kept upon municipal property, 

without regard to the restrictions in this Section 3-10, for a reasonable time for the 

purpose of eliminating or reducing kudzu and other overgrowth.  (11-11-74, § 3-9) 

(amended 7-11-2005) (amended 3-25-2013) 

 

Sec. 3-11.  Keeping of swine. 

 

No person shall keep any pigs or hogs within the corporate limits. (11-11-74,  

§ 3-11.) 

 

Sec. 3-12.  Exhibition of stud horse or jack. 

 

Every stable and place where cattle, horses or other animals, including dogs and 

chickens, may be kept shall be maintained at all times in a clean and healthful condition. 

(11-11-74, § 3-12.) 

 

Sec. 3-14.  Impoundment. 

 

(a) Dogs.  See Gaston County Animal Control Ordinance, as authorized in 

Section 3-17 hereinafter. (8-10-81). 

 

(b) Livestock.  Any horse, mule, burro, cattle, goat, sheep or other livestock 

which is found or kept within the corporate limits of the city contrary to the 

provisions of this chapter, other ordinances of the city or applicable state law 

shall be impounded by the dog warden for a period of eight days.  During 

such time, the owner of the animal, if known, shall be notified and allowed to 

redeem the animal upon the payment of any applicable fees.  If not redeemed 

by the owner within the period of redemption, a notice shall be posted in the 

city hall, the animal shelter and on the bulletin board of the county courthouse 

containing the same information as the notice for impounded dogs but, in
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addition, the notice shall carry the date of the public auction at which the 

animal will be sold.  The date and time of the public auction shall not be less 

than eight days after the date and time of posting the notice describing such 

animal.  The place of the public auction shall be the animal shelter, and the 

animal shall be sold by the dog warden or his authorized representative to the 

member of the public who shall enter the highest bid. 

 

(c) other animals.  Rabbits, birds, poultry and other animals not previously 

specifically mentioned shall be disposed of as in the case of dogs. (11-11-74, 

§ 3-13.) 

 

Sec. 3-15.  Redemption. 

 

(a) Fees.  See Gaston County Animal Control Ordinance, as authorized in 

Section 3-17 hereinafter. (8-10-81). 

 

(b) Inoculation.  If the animal to be redeemed has not been inoculated, as 

required by law, the owner shall have the animal inoculated at his own 

expense before the animal may be released. (11-11-74, § 3-14.) 

 

Sec. 3-16.  Purchase of impounded dogs by non-owners. 

 

(a) Dogs sold to non-owners under the provisions of subsection (a) of Section 3-

14 will be sold for a price to be determined in the discretion of the dog 

warden or his representative.  Neither the dog warden nor his representative 

shall directly or indirectly purchase any animal impounded by or for the city 

and offered for sale under the provisions of this section. 

 

(b) If the animal to be redeemed has not been inoculated, as required by law, the 

purchaser shall have the animal inoculated at his own expense before the 

animal may be released. (11-11-74, § 3-15.) 

 

Sec. 3-17.  Adoption of county ordinance. 

 

(a) The City of Mount Holly hereby adopts the provisions of the Gaston County 

Ordinance Regulating Dogs and Other Animals in Gaston County as an 

ordinance of the City of Mount Holly, and authorizes the Gaston County 

Animal Shelter and its Superintendent and Animal Control Officers to 

enforce the provisions of that ordinance within the corporate limits of Mount 

Holly.  The City Manager is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement 

with Gaston County for enforcement of the ordinance. 

 

(b) All definitions and provisions of the Gaston County Ordinance Regulating 

Dogs and Other Animals in Gaston County, effective July 1, 1981, or as it 

may be amended, shall apply in the City of Mount Holly; provided that, 

where the provisions of, this ordinance of the City of Mount Holly is 
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inconsistent with the Gaston County Ordinance, the Gaston County 

Ordinance shall apply; provided further that, where the provisions of this 

ordinance of the City of Mount Holly exceeds or is more specific than the 

Gaston County Ordinance, this ordinance shall apply. 

 

(c) The Gaston County Animal Shelter and its Superintendent and Animal 

Control Officers are hereby authorized to capture and impound and, in 

certain cases, tranquilize or humanely destroy, stray animals, under Section 

3-18 hereunder, and/or in accordance with Sections V, VI, and VII and any 

other applicable sections of the Gaston County Ordinance Regulating Dogs 

and Other Animals in Gaston County. (11-11-74, § 3-16, amended 8-10-81, 

amended 6-12-90.) 

 

Sec. 3-18.  Responsibilities of owners. 

 

Every person owning or having possession, charge, care, custody or control of 

any dog shall keep such dog exclusively upon his own premises, or on the private 

premises of another with prior consent only, provided, however, that a dog may leave 

such premises only if: 

 

(a) A dog is under restraint by virtue of being in the custody of a competent 

person and held by a leash, chain or other device of sufficient strength to 

maintain control by that person; 

 

(b) A dog is under direct control by virtue of being in the custody of a competent 

person and sufficiently near that person to hear that person's command and is 

obedient to those commands; 

 

(c) A dog is under direct control by virtue of being held within a secure enclosure 

as defined in the Ordinance Regulating Dogs and Animals in Gaston County. 

 

(d) A dog is engaged in organized hunting activities on private property with the 

consent of the owner of that property, providing that said dog is obedient to 

the commands of its owner. (8-10-81) 

 

Sec. 3-19.  Determination of Dog to be Stray Animal. 

 

A dog belonging to an identifiable owner or other person not complying with the 

provisions of Section 3-18 shall be deemed to be at large and a stray animal.  A dog that 

roams at large with no apparent ownership shall also be deemed to be at large and a stray 

animal. (8-10-81) 

 

For state law as to adoption of regulations of county by reference, see  

G. S., § 16OA-76. 
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CHAPTER 4 

 

BUILDINGS 

 
 

For state law as to building inspection in cities, see G.S., §§ 16OA-411 to  
16OA-438. 

As to director of public works generally, see §§ 2-33 to 2-35 of this Code.   
As to cemeteries generally, see Ch. 5. As to fire protection and 
prevention generally, see Ch. 7. As to housing generally, see Ch. 9. 
As to mobile home parks generally, see Ch. 12.  As to noise 
generally, see §§ 14-11, 14-12.  As to encroachments on streets 
and sidewalks, see § 16-1. As to subdivision of land generally, 
see Ch. 17.  As to water and sewers generally, see Ch.19.   As to 
zoning generally, see Ch. 20. 

 
 § 4-1. Adoption of Building Code. 
 § 4-2. Adoption of Plumbing, Heating and Electrical Codes. 
 § 4-3. Fire limits established. 
 § 4-4. Building inspector. 
 § 4-5. Inspection fees. 
 § 4-6. House numbering--Required. 
 § 4-7. Same--Rules for numbering. 
 § 4-8. Same--Must use number assigned. 
 § 4-9. Same--Removing, obliterating or destroying. 
 § 4-10. Exercise of police power; finding; purpose. 

§ 4-10.1 Administration. 
§ 4-10.2 Preliminary investigation; condemnation; placarding. 
§ 4-10.3 Service of notice. 
§ 4-10.4 Hearing; procedure after hearing. 
§ 4-10.5 Failure to comply with order. 
§ 4-10.6 Appeals from orders of inspections superintendent. 
§ 4-10.7 Severability. 
§ 4-10.8 – 4-10.37 Reserved. 

 § 4-11. - Commercial Maintenance Code. 
§ 4-11.1. - Purpose and scope. 
§ 4-11.2. – Definitions. 
§ 4-11.3. - Applicability and compliance. 
§ 4-11.4. - Maintenance standards for commercial structures. 
§ 4-11.5. - Hearing and notice of violation. 
§ 4-11.6. - Service of complaints and orders. 
§ 4-11.7. - Failure to comply with orders. 
§ 4-11.8. – Appeals. 
§ 4-11.9. - Violations and penalties. 
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Sec. 4-1.  Adoption of Building Code. 
 

The North Carolina State Building Code is hereby adopted and declared to be a 
part of this chapter as though fully set out herein and shall apply to the construction, 
alteration, repair, removal, equipment, maintenance, use, occupancy and material of all 
buildings in the city. (Code 1961, § 4-1.) 
 

For state law as to authority of City to adoption by reference, see G.S.,  
§ 16OA-76.  As to State Building Code generally, see G.S., 143-136 to 
143-143.2. As to filing of technical codes adopted by reference, see § 1-9 
of this Code. 

 
Sec. 4-2.  Adoption of Plumbing, Heating and Electrical Codes. 
 

The city council does hereby adopt the state Plumbing, Heating and Electrical 
Codes. (3-9-70) 
  

As to filing of technical codes adopted by reference, see § 1-9 of this Code. 
 
Sec. 4-3.  Fire limits established. 
 

In accordance with North Carolina General Statute 16OA-435 primary and 
secondary fire limits are hereby established, the boundaries of each such limits being as 
shown on the duly adopted map entitled “Primary and Secondary Fire Limits of the City 
of Mount Holly”.  All construction within the primary fire limits shall be only in 
accordance with the provisions of North Carolina General Statute 16OA-436 and 
applicable provisions of the North Carolina Building Code as the same may be amended 
from time to time.  All construction within the secondary fire limits shall be of the same 
type required of construction within the primary fire limits except as may be allowed by 
the City Council of Mount Holly upon a finding of fact by the City Council that such 
deviations from the requirements within the primary f ire limits does not constitute an 
unreasonable fire hazard within the district. (Code 1961, § 4-2, 11-10-80) 
 

For state law requiring city to establish fire limits, see G.S., § 16OA-435. 
 
Sec. 4-4.  Building Inspector. 
 

The director of public works shall be the building inspector. (Code 1961, § 4-3.) 
 

For state law as to authority of city to appoint a building inspector, see  
G. S., § 16OA-411. 

As to director of public works generally, see §§ 233 to 2-35 of this Code.   
As to powers and duties of building inspector with respect to 
housing standards, see §§ 9-11 to 9-13.  As to enforcement of 
mobile home park regulations, see § 12-2. 
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Sec. 4-5.  Inspection fees. 
 

A fee shall be charged for a building inspection and a card shall be displayed 
indicating that a building permit has been obtained.  A schedule of applicable fees shall 
be kept in the office of the city manager. (Code 1961, § 4-4.) 
 
Sec. 4-6.  House numbering--Required. 
 

(a) It shall be the duty of the owner of each house or building in the city to 
properly display on the front thereof, in a position easily observed, the proper 
number of his house or building, for the ascertainment of which he shall apply 
to the city clerk. 

 
(b) Upon notice by the city manager to any owner or occupant of any house or 

building, it shall be the duty of such owner or occupant within ten days after 
such notice shall have been given assigning to such house or building a 
number or numbers, to cause such house or building to be numbered as 
required, at the expense of such owners or occupant. (Code 1961f § 4-5.) 

 
Sec. 4-7.  Same--Rules for numbering. 
 

The following rules shall obtain in the numbering of houses or buildings: 
 

(a) The reference streets for house numbering are; 
(1) North Main Street from Charlotte Avenue to the city limits. 
(2) South Main Street from Charlotte Avenue to the city limits. 
(3) West Charlotte Avenue from Main Street to the city limits. 
(4) East Charlotte Avenue from Main Street to the Catawba River. 
(5) Streets intersecting these streets shall begin at No. 100, the second 

block beginning at No. 200, the third block beginning at No. 300, 
and so on, with one exception of Hawthorne Street where the 
divergence of West Charlotte Avenue and West Central Avenue is 
so great in distance to require a block numbered from zero to the 
100 block. 

 
(b)  Going away normally from the reference street the even numbers shall be on 

the right-hand side of the street and the odd numbers on the left-hand side. 
 
(c) A separate number shall be assigned for each twenty-five foot frontage on a 

street, regardless of whether the lots front on the street being numbered or not. 
 

(d) Other streets not intersecting reference streets, and streets which are not 
extensions of streets which intersect these reference streets, shall begin at No. 
100 on the end of the street which is nearest and perpendicular to one of these 
reference streets, and the same system of numbering the blocks is to be 
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followed out as noted in subsection (a) of this section, assigning a new 100 (or 
block number) to each block, or if a block is nine hundred feet long or more, 
with no intersecting street between, then a new block number shall begin at 
the most logical place for a street to be cut through it, or half way between the 
long block corners. 

 
(e) Stairway entrances leading to upstairs offices or apartments shall be numbered 

with a 1/2 number greater following consecutively the previous downstairs 
street number.  Houses or buildings to the rear of houses or buildings which 
front a street shall be numbered with an A, B, C, or D number following the 
appropriate number of the house or building in front of them. (Code 1961, § 4-
6.) 

 
Sec. 4-8.  Same--Must use number assigned. 
 

It shall be unlawful for the owner of any house or building in the city to which a 
street number has been assigned and affixed, to attach or paint on such house or building, 
any figure tending or purporting to indicate the street number on such house or building,  
unless the number so indicated be the number assigned to such house or building as 
provided in Section 4-6. (Code 1961, § 4-7.) 
 
Sec. 4-9.  Same--Removing, obliterating or destroying. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, obliterate or destroy any such house 
or building number attached to, or painted on, such house or building, as required to be 
displayed by the provisions of Section 4-6. (Code 1961, § 4-8.) 
 
Sec. 4-10. Exercise of police power; finding; purpose. 
 

(a) It is hereby found and declared that there exist in the City of Mount Holly 
structures and buildings other than buildings utilized for housing of humans 
(hereinafter called "buildings'') which are especially dangerous to life because of 
defects in such buildings increasing the hazards of fire, accidents, and other 
calamities; or because of bad condition of walls, overloaded floors, defective 
construction, decay, unsafe wiring or heating system, or inadequate means of 
egress; or because of their violation of the minimum standards prescribed in the 
regulatory code adopted by the city and appearing in Chapter 9 of this Code; or 
because of other conditions rendering the buildings unsafe or unsanitary, and 
dangerous and otherwise inimical to the welfare of the citizens of the city. 
 

(b) In order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Mount Holly, it 
is the purpose of this article to provide procedures for the repair, closing or 
demolition of the aforesaid buildings. 

 
(c) No provision of this article shall be held to deprive any federal or state agency, or 

any municipal authority having jurisdiction, of any power or authority which it



§ 4-10. BUILDINGS § 4-10.1. 
 

Supplemented through March 25, 2019. 

had on the effective date of this article or of any remedy then existing for the 
enforcement of its orders, nor shall it deprive any individual or corporation of its 
legal rights as provided by law. (6-27-11) 

 
Sec. 4-10.1. Administration. 

 
(a) Inspections superintendent; duties; powers. The inspections superintendent of the 

inspections division of the planning department is hereby designated the public 
officer to exercise the duties and powers prescribed by this article. 

 
(1) Duties. It shall be the duty of the inspections superintendent: 
 

a. To investigate all buildings located in the city, in order to determine 
whether such buildings are especially dangerous to life because of defects 
in such buildings increasing the hazards of fire, accidents and other 
calamities; or because of bad conditions of walls, overloaded floors, 
defective construction, decay, unsafe wiring or heating system, inadequate 
means of egress; or because of their violation of the minimum standards 
prescribed in the regulatory codes adopted by the city and appearing in 
Chapter 9 of this Code; or because of other conditions rendering the 
buildings unsafe or unsanitary, and dangerous and otherwise inimical to 
the welfare of the citizens of the city. 

b. To take action prescribed by this article, alone or together with other 
appropriate departments and agencies, public or private, as may be 
necessary to carry out the general spirit and purpose of this article. 

c. To keep adequate records of all activity conducted pursuant to this article, 
including but not limited to, an inventory of those buildings that do not 
meet minimum standards prescribed by this article. 

d. To report annually to the city manager concerning the work of his division 
under this article. 

e. To perform each and every duty necessary and incidental to the fulfillment 
of the general spirit and purpose of this article. 

 
(2) Powers. The inspections superintendent is hereby authorized to exercise any 

powers necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the general spirit, 
purpose and provisions of this article, including specifically, but not limited 
to, the following: 
a. To investigate the buildings covered under this article which are located in 

the city in order to determine which buildings are especially dangerous to 
life under the provisions of section 4-10. 

b. To administer oaths, affirmations, examine witnesses and receive 
evidence. 

c. To enter upon premises for the purpose of making examinations and 
inspections in a manner that will do the least possible inconvenience to the 
persons in possession. 
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d. To appoint and fix the duties of officers, agents and employees necessary 
to carry out the purposes of this article. 

e. To delegate any of his functions and powers under this article to other 
officers and other agents. 

 
(b) No utility services. The city shall not provide, more permit another to provide 

(either public or private) utility services such as water, gas, electricity, sewer, etc., 
to any building which is especially dangerous to life because of any of the 
conditions set forth in section 4-10, and which has become vacant, until such 
building has been inspected and brought into compliance with the regulatory 
codes adopted in this chapter, and a valid certificate of compliance as required has 
been issued. This requirement shall not preclude the temporary use of such utility 
services as may be deemed necessary during construction, repair or alteration.  
The inspections superintendent shall be responsible for making the determination 
as to when such "temporary services" may be necessary. 
 

(c) No permits. No building, plumbing, electrical, gas or other permit, as may be 
required, for an addition, alteration or repair of any existing building which is 
especially dangerous to life because of the conditions set forth in section 4-10 
shall be issued until such time as an inspection of the property has been made to 
determine the feasibility of rehabilitation of such building. (6-27-11) 

 
Sec. 4-10.2. Preliminary investigation; condemnation; placarding. 

 
Whenever it appears to the inspections superintendent that a building is in the 

state described in section 4-10, the inspections superintendent shall condemn the building 
by posting on a conspicuous place on an exterior wall of the building a notice with the 
following words: "This building is hereby declared unsafe and is condemned; the use or 
occupation of this building is prohibited and unlawful." Occupation or use of a building 
so posted is in violation of this article and shall constitute a misdemeanor pursuant to 
G.S. 14-4. The unauthorized removal of such a notice shall constitute a misdemeanor 
pursuant to G.S. 160A-427. A copy of the posted notice, a detailed report of the 
inspections superintendent and a request that the owner take prompt corrective action 
with respect to the building shall be personally delivered or mailed to the owner of the 
building, if he and his address are known. (6-27-11) 
 

Sec. 4-10.3. Service of Notice. 
 
If the owner of a building that has been condemned pursuant to section 4-10.2 

shall fail to take prompt corrective action, the inspections superintendent shall give him 
written notice by serving pursuant to section 9-43 a notice stating the following:  

(1) That the building is in a condition that appears to constitute a fire or safety 
hazard, or to be dangerous to life, health or other property; 

(2) That a hearing will be held before the inspections superintendent at a 
designated place and time, not later than ten days after the date of the 
notice;
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(3) That the owner shall be entitled to be heard in person or by counsel, and to 
present arguments and evidence pertaining to the matter; and 

(4) That following the hearing, the inspections superintendent may issue such 
order to repair, close, vacate or demolish the building as appears 
appropriate. (6-27-11) 

 
Sec. 4-10.4. Hearing; procedure after hearing. 
  

Any person desiring to do so may attend such hearing and give evidence relevant 
to the matter being heard. The rules of evidence in courts of law and equity shall not be 
controlling in hearings before the inspections superintendent. If, upon a hearing held 
pursuant to the requirements of this article, the inspections superintendent shall find that 
the building is in a condition that constitutes a fire or safety hazard or renders it 
dangerous to life, health or other property, he shall make an order in writing, directed to 
the owner of such building, requiring the owner to remedy the defective conditions by 
repairing, closing, vacating or demolishing the building, or taking other necessary steps, 
within such period, not less than 60 days, as the inspections superintendent may 
prescribe. (6-27-11) 
 

Sec. 4-10.5. Failure to comply with order. 
 
 

(a) In personam remedy. If the owner of a building fails to comply with an order of 
the inspections superintendent issued pursuant to section 4-10.4 within the time 
specified therein, the inspections superintendent may follow the procedure of 
section 9-42(c)(l); or 

(b) In rem remedy. If the owner of a building fails to comply with an order of the 
inspections superintendent issued pursuant to section 4-10.4 within the time 
specified therein, or if judicial relief has not been sought or has not been granted 
as provided in the preceding subsection (a), then in any of these events the 
inspections superintendent shall follow the procedure of section 9-42(c)(2). 

(c) Misdemeanor. Pursuant to G.S. 160A-431, if the owner of a building fails to 
comply with an order issued under section 4-10.4 from which no appeal is taken, 
or fails to comply with an order of the council following an appeal, he shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. Each day of such failure to comply shall constitute a 
separate offense. (6-27-11) 

 
 
Sec. 4-10.6. Appeals from orders of inspections superintendent. 

 
(a) Under this article, pursuant to G.S. 160A-430, any owner who has received an 

order issued under section 4-10.4 may appeal from the order to the council by 
giving notice of appeal in writing to the inspections superintendent and to the city 
clerk within ten days following the issuance of the order. In the absence of such 
an appeal, the order of the inspections superintendent shall be final. The council 
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shall hear an appeal under this section within a reasonable time, and may modify, 
affirm or revoke the order. 

(b) Upon the filing of any notice of appeal, the inspections superintendent shall 
forthwith transmit to the council all the papers constituting the record upon which 
the decision appealed from was made. When an appeal is from a decision of the 
inspections superintendent refusing to allow the person aggrieved thereby to do 
any act, his decision shall remain in force until modified or reversed. When any 
appeal is from a decision of the inspections superintendent requiring the person 
aggrieved to do any act, the appeal shall have the effect of suspending the 
requirement until the hearing by the council unless the inspections superintendent 
certifies to the council, after the notice of appeal is filed with him, that by reason 
of the facts stated in the certificate (a copy of which shall be furnished to the 
appellant), a suspension of his requirement would cause imminent peril to life or 
property, in which case the requirement shall not be suspended except by a 
restraining order granted by the council for due cause shown upon not less than 
one day's written notice to the inspections superintendent, or by a restraining 
order of any court of record. (6-27-11) 

 
Sec. 4-10.7.- Severability. 
 

The provisions of this article are severable to the same extent as provided in 
section 4-11.9. (6-27-11) 
 
Sec. 4-10.8 - 4-10.37. - Reserved. 
 
Sec. 4-11. Commercial Maintenance Code 
 

This Code shall be known and will be referred to herein as the "Commercial 
Maintenance Code", and may be cited as such. (6-27-11) 
 
Sec. 4-11.1. Purpose and scope 
 

It is the purpose of the provisions of this article to provide a just, equitable, and 
practical method whereby commercial buildings or structures which from any cause, 
endanger the life, limb, health, property or safety or welfare of the general public or their 
occupants, impede economic development, diminish property values, or detract 
excessively from the appropriate appearance of the commercial area, may be required to 
be repaired. Vacated or demolished. It is the further purpose of this article to preserve the 
character and integrity of the community. (6-27-11) 
 
Sec. 4-11.2. Definitions. 
 

For the purpose of this Code, certain abbreviations, terms, phrases, words, and 
their derivatives shall be construed as set forth in this section; and words used in the 
present tense include the future, words in masculine gender include the feminine and
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neuter, words in the feminine and neuter gender include the masculine, and the singular 
number includes the plural and the plural and the plural number includes the singular. 
 

(1) Approved. Approved by the chief code enforcement officer or his authorized 
agent. 

(2) Attractive Nuisance. Condition on the land that is likely to attract children 
who are unable to appreciate the risk posed by the object or condition. 

(3) Building. Any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use 
or occupancy. 

(4) Building area. The area included within surrounding exterior walls (or exterior 
walls and fire walls) exclusive of vent shafts and courts. Areas of the building 
not provided with surrounding walls shall be included in the building area if 
such areas are included within the horizontal projection of the roof or the floor 
above. 

(5) Building code. Any edition, together with all adopted amendments and 
supplements thereto, of the North Carolina Building, Plumbing and 
Mechanical Code, Gas Code and Electric Code, the North Carolina 
Residential Building Code, the North Carolina Rehabilitation Code or any 
other building rules or regulations adopted by the city relating to the 
construction, alteration, repair or removal of various types of structures. 

(6) Building of historical value. A building which is listed on the National 
Register, or constituting special significance to the general citizenry of the 
City of Mount Holly due to age, history, architectural design, human 
occurrence, culture and possessing integrity of design, setting, materials, 
feelings and association. 

(7) Chief code enforcement official/officer.  Shall mean the person who has been 
designated, in writing, by the city manager to enforce the provisions of this 
chapter. 

(8) Code enforcement officer. Shall mean the employees of the code enforcement 
division. 

(9) Commercial business. Any business or enterprise which produces and/or 
offers for sale products and/or services or in any manner conducts commerce. 

(10) Nuisance. 
(a) Any public nuisance known at common law or in equity, or as provided by 

the Statutes of North Carolina or the ordinances of the city; or 
(b) Any condition including an attractive nuisance which may prove 

detrimental to human health or safety whether in a building, on the 
premises of a building, or part of a building or upon an occupied lot; or 

(c) Physical conditions dangerous to human life or detrimental to health of 
persons in, on or near the premises where the condition exists; or 

(d) Unsanitary conditions or conditions that are dangerous to public health, 
well being or the general welfare; or 

(e) Fire hazards or other safety hazards. 
(11) Owner. Any person who jointly or severally: 

(a) Has title or any interest in or to any structure, building, dwelling or 
dwelling unit, without regard to actual possession; or 
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(b) Has charge, care or control of any structure, building, dwelling or dwelling 
unit as owner or representative of the owner or as a fiduciary of the estate 
of the owner. It is specifically noted that any person meeting the definition 
of "owner" under this subsection (b) shall be bound to comply with the 
provision of the Code to the same extent as though he were an "owner" 
under the above definition in subsection (a). 

(12) Structurally sound. Substantially free from flaw, defect, decay or 
deterioration to the extent that such structure or structural member is capable 
of adequately or safely accomplishing the purpose for which it was intended 
or designed. (6-27-11) 

 
Sec. 4-11.3.- Applicability and compliance. 
 

(a) Every commercial building or structure and the premises on which it is situated, 
used or intended to be used for commercial business occupancy shall comply with 
the provisions of this Code, whether or not such building shall have been 
constructed, altered, or repaired before or after the enactment of this article, and 
irrespective of any permits or licenses which shall have been issued for the use of 
occupancy of the building or for the installment or repair of equipment or 
facilities prior to the effective date of this article. This article establishes 
minimum standards for the initial and continual occupancy and use of all such 
buildings, and does not replace or modify standards otherwise established for the 
construction, repair, alteration, or use of the building, equipment or facilities 
contained therein except as provided in section herein. Where there is mixed 
occupancy, any commercial business use therein shall be regulated by and subject 
to the provisions of this article. 

(b) It shall be the duty of each and every owner, operator or other party in interest of 
a commercial building or premises to which this article is applicable to comply 
with the regulations and requirements set forth herein. No license, permit or 
certifications of occupancy shall be issued unless and until all applicable sections 
of this article have been complied with. No land or building or combination 
thereof, shall be used in a manner inconsistent with or in conflict with the 
requirements of this article. 

(c) The provisions of this Code that apply to the exterior or exterior components of a 
building shall be complied with whether the structure or building is occupied or 
vacant. All unoccupied or vacant structures or buildings shall be secured to 
prevent the entry of unauthorized persons or the occurrence of conditions not 
permitted by law in accordance with the standards set out herein. (6-27-11) 

 
Sec. 4-11.4. -Maintenance standards for commercial structures. 
 

All commercial premises shall be maintained in a state of good repair that 
prevents further decay from wind, rain, and external weather and secures the building 
from any unauthorized admittance from humans, animals or birds. All commercial 
premises shall be free of all nuisances and any hazards to the safety of occupants, 
customers or other persons utilizing the premises or to pedestrians and/or vehicles
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passing thereby. Without limitation of the foregoing requirement, the existence of any of 
the following conditions shall be deemed to be a violation of this section and must be 
corrected: 

(1) Interior walls or vertical studs, which seriously list, lean or buckle, to such an 
extent as to render the building unsafe. 

(2) Supporting member or members which show thirty-three (33) percent or more 
damage or deterioration, or non-supporting; non-supporting members or enclosing 
or outside walls, or covering which shows fifty (50) percent or more of damage or 
deterioration. 

(3) Floors or roofs which have improperly distributed loads, which are overloaded or 
which have insufficient strength to be reasonably safe for the purpose used. 

(4) Such damage by fire, wind or other causes as to render the building unsafe. 
(5) Dilapidation, decay, unsanitary conditions or disrepair, which is dangerous to the 

health, safety and welfare of the occupants or other people in the city. 
(6) Inadequate facilities for egress to such an extent that there does not exist at a 

minimum, sufficient operable doors that the building can be entered safely and 
exited in the same manner in case of fire or panic. 

(7) Defects significantly increasing the hazards of fire, accident or other calamities. 
(8) Lack of adequate ventilation, light, heating or sanitary facilities to such extent as 

to endanger the health, safety or general welfare of the occupants or other 
residents of the city. 

(9) Lack of proper electrical, heating or plumbing facilities required by this article 
which constitutes a health or a definite safety hazard. If the electrical, heating or 
plumbing facilities are in such a condition that the service to those facilities needs 
to be discontinued to protect the general public, then the chief code enforcement 
officer shall be authorized to notify the appropriate official to disconnect service 
and that the service shall not be reconnected until the building has been re-
inspected and cleared of all violations. Temporary service connections may be 
permitted to allow for construction and/or cleaning. 

(10) Any violation of the city Fire Prevention Code which constitutes a 
condition which is unsafe and especially dangerous to life. 

(11) Buildings and environs shall be kept clear of accumulations of garbage, 
trash, or rubbish, which creates health and sanitation problems. All garbage and 
solid waste shall be in approved containers or stored in a safe and sanitary way. 

(12) Flammable, combustibles, explosive or other dangerous or hazardous 
materials shall be stored in a manner approved for such materials and consistent 
with the City Fire Prevention Code. 

(13) The buildings and environs shall be kept free and loose and insufficiently 
anchored overhanging objects, which constitute a danger of falling on persons or 
property. 

(14) The environs shall be kept free of insufficiently protected holes, 
excavations, breaks, projections, obstructions and other such dangerous 
impediments on and around walks, driveways, parking lots, alleyways and other 
areas which are accessible to and generally used by persons on or around the 
premises. 
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(15) The building and environs surfaces shall be kept clear of cracked or 
broken glass, loose shingles, loose wood, crumbling stone or brick, loose or 
broken plastic or other dangerous objects or similar hazardous conditions. 
Exterior surfaces shall be maintained in such material or treated in such a manner 
as to prevent deterioration and repaired or replaced with like or similar material 
according to its original use. 

(16) The building and environs shall be kept free of objects and elements 
protruding from building walls, roof and environs which are unsafe or not 
properly secured or which can create a hazard such as abandoned electrical boxes 
and conduits, wires, sign brackets and other brackets and similar objects. 

(17) All chimneys, flues, and vent attachments thereto shall be maintained 
structurally sound. Chimneys, flues, gas vents or other draft-producing equipment 
which are in use shall provide sufficient draft to develop the rated output of the 
connected equipment, shall be structurally safe, durable, smoke-tight and capable 
of withstanding the action of flue gases. 

(18) All exterior porches, landings, balconies, stairs and fire escapes shall be 
provided with banisters or railings properly designed and maintained to minimize 
the hazard of falling, and the same shall be kept structurally sound, in good repair, 
and free of defects. 

(19) All cornices shall be made structurally sound. Rotten or weakened 
portions shall be repaired and/or replaced. All exposed wood shall be treated or 
painted. 

(20) Gutters and down-spouts shall be replaced or repaired as necessary and 
shall be appropriately located so as not to cause a hazard to pedestrian, vehicular 
traffic or property. 

(21) Attached and unattached accessory structures shall not cause a nuisance or 
safety hazard and shall be maintained in a state of good repair. 

(22) Advertising sign structures, attached or freestanding awnings, marquees 
and their supporting members and other similar attachments and structures shall 
be maintained in good repair and shall not cause a nuisance or safety hazard to the 
occupants, pedestrians or other residents of the city. 

(23) Walls, partitions, supporting members, sills, joists, rafters or other 
structural members shall not list, lean or buckle, shall not be rotted, deteriorated 
or damaged, and shall not have holes or cracks which might admit rodents. 

(24) Floors or roofs shall have adequate supporting members and strength to be 
reasonably safe for the purpose used and shall not leak. 

(25) Foundations, foundation walls, piers or other foundation supports shall not 
be deteriorated or damaged. 

(26) Interior steps, railings, landings, porches or other parts or appurtenances, 
shall be maintained in such condition that they will not fail or collapse. 

(27) All plumbing fixtures and pipes shall meet the standards of the Plumbing 
Code and shall be maintained in a state of good repair and in good working order. 

(28) All electrical fixtures, receptacles, equipment and wiring shall be 
maintained in a state of good repair, safe, capable of being used, and installed in 
accordance with the Electric Code.
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(29) Every supplied facility, piece of equipment or utility which is required 
under this article or the Building Code for occupancy or use shall be so 
constructed or installed that it will function safely and effectively and shall be 
maintained in satisfactory working condition. 

(30) Adequate facilities for egress in case of fire or panic shall be provided and 
shall remain free from obstructions at all times for such purposes.  

(31) All windows must be tight-fitting and have sashes of proper size and 
design and free from rotten wood, broken joints or broken or loose mullions. 

(32) All windows shall be maintained free of broken or cracked glass that could 
be in danger of failing or shattering. 

(33) All openings originally designed as windows, doors, loading docks, or 
other means of egress or ingress shall be maintained as such, unless the chief code 
enforcement officer specifically approves the closing and the materials being used 
to close the openings. If an opening is temporarily closed by boarding to secure 
the building, the boarding shall be trim fit, sealed to prevent water intrusion, and 
painted or stained to properly conform with the other exterior portions of the 
building. 

(34) All yards and environs shall be properly graded and maintained so as to 
obtain thorough drainage and so as to prevent the accumulation of stagnant water. 
(6-27-11) 

 
Sec. 4-11.5. -Hearing and notice of violation. 
 

(a) Whenever it appears to the chief code enforcement officer that a building is in 
violation of a provision of this article, he shall issue and cause to be served upon 
the owner of such building a complaint stating the charges and containing a notice 
that a hearing will be held before the chief code enforcement officer at a place and 
time therein fixed, not less than ten nor more than 30 days after the serving of said 
complaint. The owner shall have the right to file an answer to the complaint and 
to appear in person, or otherwise, and give testimony at the place and time fixed 
in the complaint. Any person desiring to do so may attend such hearing and give 
evidence relevant to the matter being heard. The rules of evidence prevailing in 
courts of law or equity shall not be controlling in hearings before the chief code 
enforcement officer. Following the hearing, the chief code enforcement officer 
shall dismiss the complaint if he finds no violation; if he finds that violations of 
this article exist, he shall order compliance setting forth a maximum of up to 180 
days within which to correct the violations. Such order shall contain an outline of 
remedial action which, if taken, will effect compliance with the provisions of this 
article. 

(b) If the chief code enforcement officer determines that the repairs, alterations or 
improvements necessary to bring the building into compliance with the provisions 
of this article can be made at a cost of less than 50 percent of the present value of 
the building, he shall state in writing his findings of fact in support of such 
determination, and shall issue and cause to be served upon the owner thereof. an 
order directing and requiring the owner to repair, alter and improve such building 
to comply with the standards contained herein. 
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(c) If the chief code enforcement officer determines that the repairs, alterations or 
improvements necessary to bring the building into compliance with the provisions 
of the article can not be made at a cost of less than 50 percent of the present value 
of the building, he shall state in writing his findings of fact in support of such 
determination, and shall issue and cause to be served upon the owner thereof an 
order directing and requiring the owner to either repair, alter and improve such 
building to comply with the standards contained herein or to demolish the 
building. (6-27-11) 

 
Sec. 4-11.6.- Service of complaints and orders. 
 

(a) Complaints and all orders issued by the chief code enforcement officer shall be 
served by the chief code enforcement officer upon persons either personally or by 
registered or certified mail. When service of a complaint or order is accomplished 
personally or by registered or certified mail, such service is hereby deemed to be 
complete on the day of delivery to or receipt by the person served. When service 
is made by registered or certified mail, a copy of the complaint or order may also 
be sent by regular mail. Service shall be deemed sufficient if the registered or 
certified mail is unclaimed or refused but the regular mail is not returned by the 
post office within ten days after mailing. If regular mail is used, a notice of the 
pending proceedings shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises 
affected. 

(b) If the identities of any owners or the whereabouts of persons are unknown and the 
same cannot be ascertained by the chief code enforcement officer in the exercise 
of reasonable diligence, or, if the enforcement officer make an affidavit to that 
effect, then the serving of such complaint or order upon the owners or other 
persons may be made by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
city at least once no later than the time at which personal service would be 
required under the provisions of this article. When service is made by publication, 
a copy of the complaint or order shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the 
premises affected by the complaint or order; in the ease of the complaint, it must 
be posted at least ten days prior to the hearing. (6-27-11) 

 
Sec. 4-11.7. Failure to comply with orders. 
 

(a) If the owner fails to comply with an order to repair the building or structure, the 
chief code enforcement officer may: 
 
(1) Cause such structure to be repaired, and pending such repairs, may order the 

building to be vacated and closed. 
(2) Cause to be posted on the main entrance of any structure so closed, a placard 

entitled. "notice of condemnation" with the following words: “Notice is 
hereby given that this building is unsafe and in a dangerous condition; may 
constitute a fire hazard by reason of structural defects and general state of 
decay, deterioration and disrepair; may be hazardous or dangerous to children 
or members of the public generally, or may be dangerously infested with
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vermin, rodents, or insects. Such building has been condemned under the 
building laws of the State of North Carolina and the City of Mount Holly.” 
 

(b) If the owner fails to comply with an order to remove or demolish the building, the 
chief code enforcement officer may: 
 
(1) Cause such structure to be removed or demolished; 
(2) Cause to be posted, pending demolition, on the main entrance of any structure 

so closed, a placard entitled. "notice of condemnation" with the following 
words: “Notice is hereby given that this building is unsafe and in a dangerous 
condition; may constitute a fire hazard by reason of structural defects and 
general state of decay, deterioration and disrepair; may be hazardous or 
dangerous to children or members of the public generally, or may be 
dangerously infested with vermin, rodents, or insects. Such building has been 
condemned under the building laws of the State of North Carolina and the 
City of Mount Holly.” 
 

(c) The duties of the chief code enforcement officer set forth in subsections (a) and 
(b) shall not be exercised until: 

 
(1) The city attorney shall institute in the general court of justice an appropriate 

action to seek an order of the court directing such owner to comply with the 
order of the chief code enforcement officer; or 

(2) The chief code enforcement officer shall request the council to order him by 
an ordinance specifically describing the subject property to do the following: 
either (i) to cause such building to be repaired, altered and improved to 
comply with the standards established by this article, or (ii) to cause such 
building to be vacated, closed, and removed or demolished. The council, in 
ordering one of the aforesaid alternatives, shall order the specific action that 
will best effectuate the purposes of this article. Once the ordinance is adopted 
by the council a true copy of such ordinance shall be recorded in the officer of 
the register of deeds of Gaston County and the registrar shall index the name 
of the property owner in the "grantor index." 
 

(d) The amount of the cost of repairs, alterations and improvements, or vacating, 
closing and removal or demolition shall be a lien against the real property upon 
which the cost was incurred. Such lien shall be filed, have the same priority and 
be collected as the lien for special assessment provided in Article 10, Chapter 
160A of the North Carolina General Statutes. If the unsafe building is removed or 
demolished by the chief code enforcement officer, he shall, if possible, sell in any 
commercially reasonable manner the materials of the unsafe building and shall 
credit the proceeds of the sale, if any, against the cost of the removal or 
demolition. Any balance remaining shall be deposited by the chief code 
enforcement officer with the clerk of superior court for subsequent disbursement 
by the court to the persons found by the court to be entitled thereto. 
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(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair or limit in any way the power 
of the city to define and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or 
abatement by summary proceedings or otherwise, nor provided herein or 
otherwise. 

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair or limit in any way the power 
of the building inspector in the proper enforcement of the duties of his office, as 
assigned, nor shall the enforcement of one remedy provided herein prevent the 
enforcement of any other remedies provided herein or otherwise. (6-27-11) 

 
Sec. 4-11.8. -Appeals. 
 

(a) An appeal from any decision or order of the chief code enforcement officer 
pursuant to this article may be taken by any person aggrieved thereby. Any appeal 
from the chief code enforcement officer shall be taken within ten days from the 
rendering of the decision, or if either the owner or his attorney was not present 
when the decision was rendered, then within ten days of service of such order. 
Such appeal shall be taken by filing with the chief code enforcement officer and 
with the board of adjustment created in chapter 20, article VII, of this Code 
(hereinafter called "the board") a notice of appeal which shall specify the grounds 
upon which the appeal is based. Upon the filing of any notice of appeal, the chief 
code enforcement officer shall forthwith transmit to the board all the papers 
constituting the record upon which the decision appealed was made. When an 
appeal is from a decision of the chief code enforcement officer refusing to allow 
the person aggrieved thereby to do any act, his decision shall remain in force until 
modified to allow the person aggrieved thereby to do any act, his decision shall 
remain in force until modified or reversed. When any appeal is from a decision of 
the chief code enforcement officer requiring the person aggrieved to do any act. 
the appeal shall have the effect of suspending the requirement until the hearing by 
the board, unless the chief code enforcement officer certifies to the board after the 
notice of appeal is filed with him, that by reason of the facts stated in the 
certificate (a copy of which shall be furnished to the appellant), a suspension of 
his requirement would cause imminent peril to life or property. In that case, the 
requirement shall not be suspended except by a restraining order, which may be 
granted for due cause upon not less than one day's written notice to the chief code 
enforcement officer by the board, or by a court of record upon petition made 
pursuant to subsection (d) of this section. All regulations, fees and other rules of 
the board shall apply to these appeals as stated in section 9-42 (d). 

(b) The board shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of all appeals, shall give due 
notice to all the parties, and shall render its decision within a reasonable time. 
Any party may appear in person or by agent or attorney. The board may reverse or 
affirm wholly or partly, or may modify the decision or order appealed from, and 
may make such decision and order as in its opinion ought to be made in the 
matter, and to that end it shall have all the powers of the chief code enforcement 
officer, but the concurring vote of four-fifths of the members of the board shall be 
necessary to reverse or modify any decision or order of the chief code 
enforcement officer. The board shall have power also in passing upon appeals, in
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any case where there are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in the way 
of carrying out the strict letter of the ordinance, to adapt the application of the 
ordinance to the necessities of the case to the end that the spirit of the ordinance 
shall be observed, public safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done. 

(c) If the board determines that the building is a building of historical value, the 
board may enter an order holding the matter in abeyance provided that the owner 
repairs the building on a timely basis. Such repairs shall commence within six 
months of the board's order and shall be completed within two years of said date. 
All such repairs shall be completed in such a way as to maintain the historic 
character of the building and shall comply with the United States Secretary of 
Interior standards for the treatment of historic rehabilitation. If the repairs are not 
commenced and completed within the time periods set out in the order, the chief 
code enforcement officer shall proceed to enforce his original order. 

(d) Every decision of the board shall be subject to review by the Superior Court of 
Gaston County by proceedings in the nature of certiorari instituted within 15 days 
of the decisions of the board, but not otherwise. 

(e) Any person aggrieved by an order issued by the chief code enforcement officer or 
a decision rendered by the board shall have the right, within 30 days after the 
issuance of the order or rendering of a decision, to petition the superior court for a 
temporary injunction, restraining the chief code enforcement officer pending a 
final disposition of the cause. (6-27-11) 
 

Sec. 4-11.9.- Violations and penalties. 
 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any building to fail, neglect, or refuse to 
repair, alter, and improve the same; or to fail to vacate, close, and remove or 
demolish the same, upon order of the chief code enforcement officer duly made 
and served as herein provided, within the time specified in such order, and each 
day that such failure, neglect, or refusal to comply with such order continues shall 
constitute a separate and distinct offense. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any 
building with respect to which an order has been issued pursuant to this article to 
occupy or permit the occupancy of the same after the time prescribed in such 
order for its repair, alteration and improvement or its vacation, closing and 
removal or demolition, and each day that such occupancy continues after such 
prescribed time shall constitute a separate and distinct offense. 

(b) Any owner of a building who fails to comply with an order described in 
subsection (a), or allows occupancy of the building subject to such order after the 
compliance period in the order has expired, shall be subject to a civil penalty of 
$250.00 for each day that noncompliance continues following the expiration of 
the compliance period specified in the order of compliance. If a person fails to 
pay the civil penalty within ten days of receipt of the citation, the city may seek to 
collect it in a civil action in the nature of a debt.  

(c) Each day that a violation continues after notification that such violation exists 
shall constitute a separate and distinct offense for purposes of the penalties and 
remedies set forth in this section. 
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(d) In Personam Remedy. If the owner of a building fails to comply with an order of 
the inspection superintendent issued pursuant to Section 9-42 within the time 
specified therein, the inspections superintendent may follow the procedure of 
Section 9-42(c). 

(e) In Rem Remedy. If the owner of a building fails to comply with an order of the 
inspections superintendent issued pursuant to Section 9-42 within the time 
specified therein, or if judicial relief has not been sought or has not been granted 
as provided in the preceding paragraph (d), then in any of these events the 
inspections superintendent shall follow the procedure of Section 9-42(c). 

(f) Misdemeanor. Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 160A-431, if the owner 
of a building fails to comply with an order issued under Section 9-42 from which 
no appeal is taken, or fails to comply with an order of the City Council following 
an appeal, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Each day of such failure to 
comply shall constitute a separate offense. 

(g) This article may be enforced by any appropriate equitable action. 
(h) This article may be enforced by any one, all, or any combination of the remedies 

authorized in this section. (6-27-11) 
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CHAPTER 5 

 

CEMETERIES 

 

 

For state law as to authority of city over cemeteries, see G.S., §§ 16OA- 

341 to 16OA-348.  As to cemeteries generally, see G.S., § 65-1 et 

seq.  As to municipal cemeteries generally, see G. S. §§ 65-37 and 

65-40.  As to injuring, interfering with, etc., graves and cemeteries, 

see G. S., §§ 14-144, 14-149 to 14-150.1. As to establishment of 

cemetery trustees and operation of cemeteries thereby, see G. S., 

§§ 16OA-349 to 16OA-349.13. 

 

 § 5-1. Supervision of Mount Holly and Pinewood Cemeteries. 

 § 5-2. Duties of director of public works. 

 § 5-3. Burial must be in public cemeteries. 

 § 5-4. Certificate prerequisite to burial; disinterment permit required. 

 § 5-5. Sales of lots--Powers of city manager. 

 § 5-6. Same--Execution of deeds. 

 § 5-7. Same--Transfer or assignment of lots or graves. 

 § 5-8. Same--Subject to rules and regulations. 

 § 5-9. Same--Charges. 

 § 5-10. Same--Indigents. 

 § 5-11. Maintenance--Railings, shrubs, plants; detrimental growth. 

 § 5-12. Same--Owners charged with duty of cultivation and upkeep. 

 § 5-13. Same--Removal of offensive or improper objects. 

 § 5-14. Same--Removal of trash--Generally. 

 § 5-15. Same--Same--Builders. 

 § 5-16. Foundation of monuments, etc. 

 § 5-17. Ingress and egress; mounting fences, etc. 

 § 5-18. Operation of vehicles. 

 § 5-19. Use as public thoroughfare. 

 § 5-20. Damaging fixtures and flowers. 

 § 5-21. Ejection of disturbers. 

 § 5-22. Hunting, trapping, etc. 

 

Sec. 5-1.  Supervision of Mount Holly and Pinewood Cemeteries. 

 

Both the Mount Holly and Pinewood Cemeteries shall be under the supervision of 

the director of public works. 

 

Sec. 5-2.  Duties of director of public works generally. 

 

It shall be the duty of the director of public works to: 

(a) Take charge of the cemeteries of the city. 
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(b) Have the cemeteries kept in good order. 

 

(c) Supervise the digging of all graves and all interments and all 

disinterments under such rules and regulations, instructions or 

directions as the city manager may prescribe. 

 

(d) Keep complete records.  All money from sale of lots or otherwise in 

connection with cemeteries shall be paid daily into the city treasurer's 

office. 

 

(e) Keep suitable books for entries of interments in the cemeteries; such 

entries shall give a description of place of burial, the name, age, sex, 

cause and date of death of every person buried in the cemeteries and 

the name of the attending physician and of the registrar of vital 

statistics. (Code 1961, § 5-2.) 

 

Sec. 5-3.  Burial must be in public cemeteries. 

 

No person shall bury any body in any place other than in a public cemetery. (Code 

1961, § 5-5.) 

 

Sec. 5-4.  Certificate prerequisite to burial; disinterment permit required. 

 

It shall be unlawful to bury any person in any cemetery without first obtaining a 

certificate, showing that the burial charges have been paid.  No remains or body shall be 

removed without a removal permit from the registrar of vital statistics. (Code 1961,  

§ 5-6.) 

 

For state law as to removal of graves, see G.S., § 65-13. 

 

Sec. 5-5.  Sales of lots--Powers of city manager. 

 

The city manager is hereby designated, authorized and empowered to make sale 

of lots and/or graves as provided in this chapter. (Code 1961, § 5-7.) 

 

Sec. 5-6.  Same--Execution of deeds. 

 

The mayor and city manager are hereby fully authorized, empowered and directed 

to execute deeds for lots and/or graves as sold, in compliance with the provisions of this 

chapter. (Code 1961, § 5-8.) 

 

Sec. 5-7. Same--Transfer or assignment of lots or graves. 

 

No person purchasing or owning lots or graves in any public cemetery shall have 

any right or privilege of transferring or assigning such lots or graves in any manner, to 

any other person without first obtaining the written consent of the city. (Code 1961, § 5-9.) 
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Sec. 5-8.  Same--Subject to rules and regulations. 

 

No lot or grave in any public cemetery shall be sold, except subject to all rules 

and regulations now or hereafter made for the proper government, operation and 

maintenance of the cemeteries. (Code 1961, § 5-10.) 

 

Sec. 5-9.  Same--Charges. 

 

The size of lots shall be as shown on cemetery plats, except that the city manager 

may divide the larger lots into smaller ones not inconsistent with good policy, lay of 

ground, etc., and the prices for lots shall be as follows: 

 

(a) City residents.  Blocks A, B, C and E, thirty dollars per grave section. 

 

(b) Nonresidents (living outside city limits).  Blocks A, B, C and E sixty 

dollars per grave section. (Code 1961, § 5-11; 1-8-62; 6-8-70.) 

 

Sec. 5-10.  Same--Indigents. 

 

In the case of indigents or poor persons unable to pay the charges specified in this 

chapter the mayor shall be permitted to have interments made without charge. (Code 

1961, § 5-12.) 

 

Sec. 5-11.  Maintenance--Railings, shrubs, plants; detrimental growth. 

 

The owner of each lot shall have no right to enclose the same with a railing or 

wall, to cultivate therein grass, trees, shrubs, plants, etc., except under the direction of the 

director; and the director shall, with the approval of the city manager, remove trees, 

shrubs, etc., or such parts thereof as are or may be dangerous, obnoxious, detrimental or 

inconvenient. (Code 1961, § 5-13.) 

 

Sec. 5-12.  Same--Owners charged with duty of cultivation and upkeep. 

 

All lot owners are charged with the duty of any and all cultivation and upkeep of 

whatever kind, under the supervision and direction of the director, unless they make 

satisfactory arrangements with the director to pay for such upkeep as they may desire. 

(Code 1961, § 5-14.) 

 

Sec. 5-13.  Same--Removal of offensive or improper objects. 

 

If any monument, effigy, enclosure, structure or inscription, etc., placed in or 

upon any lot or monument or tombstone, shall be deemed of an offensive or improper 

nature or injurious to the surrounding lots or grounds, the director shall have the right, 

with the consent of the city manager, to enter upon the lot and remove the same. (Code 

1961, § 5-18.) 
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Sec. 5-14.  Same--Removal of trash--Generally. 

 

All lot owners who cultivate their lots shall remove all trash and material taken 

therefrom to the walk or road adjacent to their lots and the superintendent shall have the 

same removed. (Code 1961, § 5-15.) 

 

Sec. 5-15.  Same--Same--Builders. 

 

All monument builders and other persons, after erecting monuments, headstones, 

curbing, walls or other fixtures shall remove from the cemetery grounds, or to some 

suitable place thereon, any trash and material placed thereon and not used, and shall leave 

the ground and lots in as good condition as they were found. (Code 1961, § 5-17.) 

 

Sec. 5-16.  Foundation of monuments, etc. 

 

No person shall erect any monument, headstone, tombstone or other fixture, 

requiring a base to rest on, without first building a solid foundation of crushed rock or 

bricks and good cement.  The depth and size of such foundation shall be determined by 

the director. (Code 1961, § 5-16.) 

 

Sec. 5-17.  Ingress and egress; mounting fences, etc. 

 

It shall be unlawful to enter the enclosures or grounds of the cemeteries, or go out 

therefrom except at the gate or other proper places of ingress and egress thereof, or to 

mount or walk or run upon the walls or fences thereof. (Code 1961, § 519.) 

 

Sec. 5-18.  Operation of vehicles. 

 

Drivers of vehicles shall operate the vehicle slowly and carefully; and shall not 

drive elsewhere than on the roads or driveways set apart for that specific purpose; and no 

one shall drive over any of these where prohibited by the director. (Code 1961, § 5-20.) 

 

Sec. 5-19.  Use as public thoroughfare. 

 

It shall be unlawful to use any cemetery as a public thoroughfare. (Code 1961, § 

5-21.) 

 

Sec. 5-20.  Damaging fixtures and flowers. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy, mutilate, deface, damage or 

remove, without permission from the directors any tomb, monument, gravestone or other 

structure in the cemeteries; or any fence, railing or other object built for the protection or 

ornamentation of any tomb, gravestone, etc.; or to cut, break or destroy any plants, trees, 

shrubbery, etc., or to pluck flowers, etc., or to commit any other trespass in any cemetery. 

(Code 1961, § 5-23.) 
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Sec. 5-21.  Ejection of disturbers. 

 

Any person disturbing the quiet and good order of the cemeteries by noise of any 

kind or other improper conduct may be ejected from the grounds, and no person shall 

refuse to leave the cemeteries when notified to do so. (Code 1961, § 524.) 

 

Sec. 5-22.  Hunting, trapping, etc. 

 

It shall be unlawful to catch, shoot, kill, entrap or disturb in any manner whatever, 

any bird or animal in the cemeteries. (Code 1961, § 5-25.) 
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CHAPTER 6 

 

EMERGENCIES 

 

 

For state law as to riots and civil disorders generally, see G. S., § 14-228.1  

et seq.  As to power if city to enact ordinances to deal with states 

of emergency, see G. S., § 14-288.12. 

 

 § 6-1. “State of emergency” defined. 

 § 6-2. Proclamation by mayor--Authorized. 

 § 6-3. Same--Permitted limits of applicability. 

 § 6-4. Same--Contents. 

 § 6-5. Same--Extension, etc. 

 § 6-6. Same--Unlawful to violate. 

 § 6-7. Same--Termination. 

 § 6-8. Penalty. 

 § 6-9. Adoption of Gaston County Emergency Management Ordinance And  

Agreement. 

 

Sec. 6-1.  “State of emergency” defined. 

 

A “state of emergency” shall be deemed to exist whenever, during times of great 

public crisis, disaster, rioting, catastrophe or similar public emergency, for any reason, 

municipal public safety authorities are unable to maintain public order or afford adequate 

protection for lives or property. (4-11-68, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 6-2.  Proclamation by mayor--Authorized. 

 

In the event of an existing or threatened state of emergency endangering the lives, 

safety, health and welfare of the people within the city or threatening damage to or 

destruction of property, the mayor is hereby authorized and empowered to issue a public 

proclamation declaring to all persons the existence of such a state of emergency and, in 

order to more effectively protect the lives and property of people within the city, to place 

in effect any or all of the restrictions hereinafter authorized. (4-11-68, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 6-3.  Same--Permitted limits of applicability. 

 

The mayor is hereby authorized and empowered to limit by the proclamation the 

application of all or any part of such restrictions to any area specifically designated or 

described within the corporate limits of the city and to specific hours of the day or night; 

and to exempt from all or any part of such restrictions law enforcement officers, firemen 

and other public employees, doctors, nurses, employees of hospitals and other medical 

facilities; on-duty military personnel whether state or federal; on-duty employees of 

public utilities, public transportation companies, and newspaper, magazine, radio 

broadcasting and television broadcasting corporations operated for profit; and such other  
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classes of persons as may be essential to the preservation of public order and immediately 

necessary to serve the safety, health, and welfare needs of the people within the city.  

(4-11-68, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 6-4.  Same--Contents. 

 

During the existence of a proclaimed state of emergency, the mayor may impose 

by proclamation any or all of the following restrictions: 

 

(a) Prohibit or regulate the possession off one's premises of explosives, 

firearms, ammunition, or dangerous weapons of any kind, and prohibit 

the purchase, sale, transfer or other disposition thereof; 

 

(b) Prohibit or regulate the buying or selling of beer, wine or intoxicating 

beverages of any kind, and their possession or consumption off one’s 

own premises; 

 

(c) Prohibit or regulate any demonstration, parade, march, vigil or 

participation therein from taking place on any of the public ways or 

upon any public property; 

 

(d) Prohibit or regulate the sale of gasoline, kerosene, naphta, or any other 

explosive or inflammable fluids or substance; 

 

(e) Prohibit or regulate travel upon any public street, alley or roadway or 

upon any other public property, except by those in search of medical 

assistance, food, or other commodity or service necessary to sustain 

the well-being of themselves or their families or some member 

thereof; 

 

(f) Prohibit or regulate the participation in or carrying on of any business 

activity, and prohibit or regulate the keeping open of places of 

business, places of entertainment and any other places of public 

assembly. (4-11-68, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 6-5.  Same--Extension, etc. 

 

Any proclamation may be extended, altered or repealed in any particular during 

the continued or threatened existence of a state of emergency by the issuance of a 

subsequent proclamation. (4-11-68, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 6-6. Same--Unlawful to violate. 

 

During the existence of a proclaimed state of emergency, it shall be unlawful for 

any person to violate any provision of any restriction imposed by any proclamation 

authorized by this chapter. (4-11-68, § 1.) 
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Sec. 6-7.  Same--Termination. 

 

The mayor shall proclaim the end of such state of emergency or all or any part of 

the restrictions imposed as soon as circumstances warrant or when directed to do so by 

the city council. (4-11-68, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 6-8.  Penalty. 

  

The violation of any provision of this chapter or of any provision of any 

restriction imposed by any proclamation authorized by this chapter shall constitute a 

misdemeanor, punishable upon conviction as provided by section 1-8. (4-11-68, § 3.) 

 

Sec. 6-9.  Adoption of Gaston County Emergency Management Ordinance And 

Agreement. 

 

The City of Mount Holly hereby adopts the provisions of the Gaston County 

Emergency Management Ordinance and Agreement, also identified as Resolution #228, 

September 22, 1983, as an ordinance of the City of Mount Holly, and authorizes the 

officials designated therein to enforce the provisions of that ordinance within the 

corporate limits of Mount Holly.  The City Manager and/or Mayor are hereby authorized 

to enter into any agreements with Gaston County necessary to effectuate the ordinance. 

(11-14-83) 
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CHAPTER 7 

 

FIRE PROTECTION AND PREVENTION 

 

 

For state law as to authority of city with respect to fire protection, see G.S.,  
§§ 16OA-291 to 16OA-293.  As to fire protection generally, see G.S.,  
§ 58, Articles 79 and 80.  As to molesting or interfering with fire alarm 
systems, see G.S., § 14-286.  As to giving false fire alarm, see G.S., § 14-
286. 

As to establishment of fire limits, see § 4-3 of This Code.  As to fire protection in  
mobile home parks, see § 12-23.  As to parking near fire hydrant, see § 13-
32.  As to parking near fire station entrance, see § 13-32.  As to false 
alarm, see § 14-8.  As to damaging fire alarm system, see § 14-15(a).  As 
to damaging fire hydrant, see § 14-15(a). 

 
Article I. In General. 

 
 § 7-1. Interference with firemen or fire apparatus. 
 § 7-2. Riding on fire trucks, etc. 
 § 7-3. Driving over, etc., fire hose. 
 § 7-4. Right-of-way of fire trucks. 
 § 7-5. Compliance with orders issued under chapter. 
 § 7-6. Charge for fire protection for property outside city limits. 
 

Article II. Mount Holly Fire and Rescue Services Department. 
 

Division 1. Generally. 
 

§ 7-7. Composition. 
 § 7-8. Record of fires. 
 § 7-9. Volunteer fire and rescue personnel. 
 

Division 2. Fire Chief. 
 
 § 7-10. Office created. 
 § 7-11. Duties generally. 
 § 7-12. Investigation of fires. 

§ 7-12A. Inspection of buildings and premises. 
§ 7-12B. Permits. 
§ 7-12C. Site plan and new construction approval. 
§ 7-12D. Installations of Knox Box rapid entry system. 
§ 7-12E. Gated Communities. 

 § 7-13. Right of entry. 
 § 7-14. Order to remedy hazard--Generally. 
 § 7-15. Same--Methods of service of order. 
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Article III. Safety Regulations. 
 

§ 7-16. Appeals. 
 § 7-17. Enforcement. 

§ 7-18. Relationship to other laws and standards. 
 § 7-19. Places of public assemblage and stores. 

§ 7-20. Obstructions in tenement and apartment house hallways. 
§7-21. Burning trash and materials--within primary and secondary fire districts. 
§7-22. Same--Outside primary and secondary fire districts. 
§ 7-23. Reserved for future use. 
§7-24. Ashes, coals and embers. 
§7-25. Accumulations of trash and waste. 
§7-26. Removal of excelsior, etc. 
§ 7-27. Maintenance of smokestacks, chimneys, etc.  
§ 7-28. Removal of dead, etc., wires. 
§7-29. Replacement and removal of burned utility poles. 

 
Article IV.  Explosives. 

 
§ 7-30. Permits required to handle explosives; record of sales. 
§ 7-31. Limit on period which explosives and blasting agents may be kept in  

cars, etc. 
§ 7-32. Gunpowder and percussion and dynamite caps. 
§ 7-33. Dynamite. 
§ 7-34. Transportation--Use of for-hire vehicles. 
§ 7-35. Same--Marking. 
§ 7-36. Same--Drivers. 
§ 7-37. Same--Certain articles not to be carried. 

 
Article V. Blasting. 

 
§ 7-38. Precautions to prevent damage; who may conduct.  
§ 7-39. Permit. 

 
Article VI.  Pyrotechnics. 

 
§ 7-40. Defined. 
§ 7-41. Permits. 
§ 7-42. Sale. 
§ 7-43. Exceptions. 

 
Article VII.  Inflammable Substances. 

 
§ 7-44. Gasoline storage--Near buildings.  
§ 7-45. Same--Underground. 
§ 7-46. Kerosene.
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§ 7-47. Oil Plants--Defined. 
§ 7-48. Same--Construction specifications. 
§ 7-49. Same--Maintenance. 
§ 7-50. Same--Time limit for compliance. 
§ 7-51. Storage of kerosene, gasoline, etc., in cars, service stations, etc. 
§ 7-52. Storage of inflammable non-liquids.  

  § 7-53. Storage of inflammable liquids. 
 § 7-54.  Parking prohibited in fire lanes. 
 

Article I. In General. 
 
Sec. 7-1.  Interference with firemen or fire apparatus. 
 

No person shall enter in or on any of the buildings or grounds occupied by the fire 
department or interfere with a fireman in the discharge of his duty or hinder him in the 
performance of his duty; nor shall any person, other than members of the fire department, 
loiter about any fire station, or change, handle or meddle in any manner with any fire 
apparatus. (Code 1961, § 6-31.) 
 

For state law as to molesting or interfering with fire alarm system, see  
G.S., § 14-286.  As to blocking fire-fighting equipment, see G.S.,  
§ 20-157.   

 
Sec. 7-2.  Riding on fire trucks, etc. 
 

No person other than a bona fide member of the fire department shall mount any 
fire engine or apparatus before it leaves the station or while on its way to or from a fire or 
at any other time unless by permission of the driver or officer in command of such engine 
or other apparatus. (Code 1961, § 632.) 
 

As to riding on vehicles not designated for passengers generally, see  
§ 13-15 of this Code. 

 
Sec. 7-3.  Driving over, etc., fire hose. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive over, damage or mutilate any hose 
connected with the water line and in use by the city or the fire department. 
 

For similar state laws, see G.S., § 20-157. 
 
Sec. 7-4.  Right-of-way of fire trucks. 
 

Upon the approach of fire department vehicles, the driver of every other vehicle 
shall immediately drive such vehicle to the right-hand curb and bring such vehicle to a 
complete stop until all fire department vehicles have passed. (Code 1961, § 6-21.)
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For state law as to yielding right-of-way to fire department vehicles, see G. S., § 
20-156.  As to exemption of authorized emergency vehicles from traffic 
regulations, see § 13-4 of this Code. 

 
Sec. 7-5.  Compliance with orders issued under chapter. 
 

It shall be unlawful to fail to comply within a reasonable time after the service of 
any order issued under the provisions of this chapter. (Code 1961, § 6-13.) 
 
Sec. 7-6.  Charge for fire protection for property outside city limits. 
 

The City Council may send its firemen and equipment outside the corporate limits 
pursuant to written agreements between the City and the owner of the property to be 
protected. (3-20-79) 
 

For state law as to fire protection outside city limits, 16OA-293.   
 

Article II.  Mount Holly Fire and Rescue Services Department 
 

For state law as to authority of city to appoint firemen, see G. S. §160A-291.   
 

Division 1.  Generally. 
 

Section 7-7.  Composition. 
(a) There will be a paid fire department, consisting of such employees as the city 

manager, with the approval of the city council, shall from time to time 
determine. 

(b) The department shall also act as first responders to accidents and medical 
emergencies and non-emergencies. 

(c) The command staff of the department shall be set by the fire chief and shall 
consist of qualified personnel. (Amended 9-11-00) (Amended 1-25-2016.) 

 
Section 7-8.  Record of fires. 

(a) Generally.  The Chief of the department shall keep, or shall cause to be kept, 
an accurate record of all fires occurring in the city.  For each fire the 
following information shall be secured and kept: 

(b) Contents. 
(1) Location of premises. 
(2) Owner. 
(3) Brief description of premises, whether of brick, stone, concrete, iron or 

wood. 
(4) How occupied, whether as dwelling, storehouse, factory, workshop or 

otherwise. 
(5) Amount and nature of damage as to both real and personal property. 
(6) Amount of insurance. 
(7) Cause of fire. 
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(8) Date.  (Code 1961, §6-6.)(Amended 9-11-00) 
 
Section 7-9.  Volunteer fire and rescue personnel. 

(a) Volunteer fire and rescue personnel are hereby recognized as an integral part 
of the city’s fire fighting capability.  The Chief of the city department or his 
designee shall direct and command all fire fighting procedures and shall 
command the volunteers at fire and rescue scenes and shall be responsible for 
training the volunteers. 

(b) Volunteer forces shall be limited to fifty-five (55) members who shall be 
designated by the Chief.  (Amended August 8, 2005) 

(c) Volunteer staff shall report to the command staff of the fire department.  
 

(Amended 9-11-00) (Amended 1-25-2016.) 
 

Division 2.  Fire Chief. 
 
  For state law as to duties of Fire Chief, see G. S. §160A-292. 
 
Section 7-10.  Office created. 
 There is hereby created the office of Fire Chief. (Amended 9-11-00) 
 
Section 7-11.  Duties generally. 
 It shall be the duty of the Fire Chief to: 

(a) Preserve and safe keep all equipment of the department. 
(b) Enforce all rules and ordinances relative to fire prevention. 
(c) Act as fire marshal and maintain an adequate staff of fire marshals certified by 

the state code officials’ qualification board to properly execute all provisions 
of this chapter. 

(d) Do such other and further things necessary for the proper and efficient 
operation of his department and for the prevention of fire.  (Code 1961, §2-
52.) 

(e) Command all city and volunteer personnel and equipment. (Amended 9-11-
00) 

(f) Keep the city manager and city council informed of the progress and 
development of the fire department and of any matters pertaining to the 
present condition and future expansion of the fire department. 

(g) Conduct investigations (jointly with other fire and law enforcement officials 
of fires as to determine their origin and cause. (Amended 1-25-2016.) 

 
Section 7-12.  Investigation of fires. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-12, Code 1961, §6-7).(Amended 9-11-00) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
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Section 7-12A. Inspection of buildings and premises. 
 
 It shall be the duty of the fire chief to inspect, or cause to be inspected, according 
to an inspection schedule as set forth in the Mount Holly Fire Department Standard 
Operating Guidelines on file at the department, all buildings and premises except the 
interiors of one- and two-family dwellings, for the purpose of ascertaining and causing to 
be corrected any conditions liable to cause fire or to endanger life from fire, and 
enforcing the NC Fire Code, or any violations of the provisions or intent of this chapter 
creating a fire hazard. 
 

Installation or modification to a fire suppression, detection, and/or notification 
system without plan review and approval by the fire code official shall result in a penalty 
fee as set forth in the Mount Holly Fee Schedule.  Required inspections for the 
suppression, detection, and/or notification system will not be conducted until the fee is 
paid. (Adopted 1-25-2016.) 
 
Section 7-12B. Permits. 
 
 Chapter 1 of the North Carolina Fire Code, Mandatory Permits and Certificates, 
as amended, is hereby incorporated by reference in this chapter.  Every business or user 
of a building or structure required to obtain a mandatory permit under the NC Fire Code 
must obtain such permit no later than 30 days after notification by the fire chief or his 
designee.  The fire chief or his designee shall have the authority to issue all applicable 
NC Fire Code permits to businesses which require such permits under the NC Fire Code.  
Permits will be valid for 12 or 24 months from the date of issuance and is determined by 
the inspection frequency of the facility as required per Section 7-12A.  Permit fees will be 
in accordance with the Mount Holly Fee Schedule. (Adopted 1-25-2016.) 
 
Section 7-12C. Site plan and new construction approval. 
 
 The fire chief or his designee shall review construction or development site plans 
to ensure compliance with the North Carolina Fire Code before final site plan approval is 
granted. 
 
 The fire chief or his designee shall review and approve all commercial and 
multifamily residential building plans to ensure compliance with the NC Fire Code before 
final approval is granted. 
 
 The fire chief or his designee shall conduct inspections of buildings under 
construction to ensure compliance with the provisions of the NC Fire Code before the 
building inspector issues a certificate of occupancy for the building. (Adopted 1-25-
2016.) 
 
Section 7-12D. Installations of Knox Box rapid entry system. 
 
 All commercial buildings equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler system and/or 
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building fire alarm system shall provide a “Knox Box” key entry system.  This Knox Box 
shall be mounted near the front entrance of the building.  The Knox Box shall be 
mounted on the wall at five feet above finished floor.  This Knox Box shall be ordered 
through the fire department and shall be in place before a certificate of occupancy is 
issued.  Two sets of keys to access the facility or tenant spaces within the facility shall be 
provided to the fire department by the owner/manager or tenant. (Adopted 1-25-2016.) 
 
Section 7-12E. Gated Communities. 
 

(a) Intent. In accordance with NCGS 20-158.3, any legal entity having responsibility 
for a controlled access system on a road that is a “Public Vehicular Area,” as 
defined in NCGS 20-4.01(32) to include a road within a gated subdivision or 
community whether or not the road has been dedicated to the public, shall provide 
a means of immediate access to all emergency service vehicles, which shall 
include law enforcement, fire, rescue, ambulance, and first responder vehicles. 
The intent of this section is to regulate the installation and construction of 
emergency access roads into developments and commercial properties which are 
restricted by gates to provide consistency in emergency response access for the 
health and safety of citizens who live or work on private roads restricted by gates. 

 
(b) It shall be unlawful to obstruct ingress and egress to a public street by a gate. 

 
(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to construct, install, or maintain any blocking 

device, such as a gate or any other type of barrier, across any Public Vehicular 
Area without providing emergency access routes in accordance with this 
ordinance and obtaining a permit from the Fire Department of the City of Mount 
Holly. 

 
(d) The location of any emergency access routes and gate(s) shall comply with the 

development requirements for the City of Mount Holly. 
 

(e) Dimensions. Emergency access routes shall have an unobstructed width of not 
less than 20 feet and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 
inches. 

 
(f) Gates across emergency access routes shall be electrical in operation. All 

electrical vehicular gates shall be provided with access control using a radio 
transceiver for public safety personnel and authorized users. This transceiver will 
allow emergency vehicles to open the gate from a mobile or portable radio. In 
order to provide for consistent access, the type of device must be approved by the 
City of Mount Holly Fire Department. 

 
(g) All electrical vehicular gates must be provided with a fail-open device to open it 

during power failures. During a power failure, the gates will open and remain 
open. These devices usually restore the gate(s) to the closed position after the 
power is restored. In the event a mechanical malfunction prevents a gate from 
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opening as intended, sufficient access to any mechanism allowing a manual over 
ride must be provided. 

 
(h) Gates need to be opened for appropriate personnel to enter the community during 

an emergency. A Knox dual key activating switch or padlock shall be installed to 
allow emergency personnel access through vehicular gates. 

 
(i) An approved Knox dual key lock box shall be installed to allow emergency 

personnel access through all pedestrian gates.  
 

(j) If the vehicular gate is a swing-type or roll-type gate, it should be designed so that 
when the gate is fully opened it does not obstruct the path of travel for vehicles or 
pedestrians. 

 
(k) If there are two or more gates in any single development, all gates must be 

operated in the same fashion. The egress gate should be constructed so that when 
the apparatus approaches the gate it will automatically open. If this option is not 
feasible then the gate must be activated by an approved radio transceiver device. 

 
(l) Gate activation shall not be altered or placed out of service without prior 

notification to the Mount Holly Fire Department. 
 

(m) In instances where a gate fails to operate in its intended operational capacity and 
such failure results in damage to the gate or causes the responding emergency 
agency to alter normal entrance procedures, the responding agency, mutual aid 
departments, and the City of Mount Holly shall not be held liable for damages 
incurred. 

 
(n) In order to receive a permit under this section, the applicant must submit a 

detailed plan, including but not limited to, scaled drawings showing the location 
of the gates, turn radius, dimensions of the gates, pavement, sidewalks, and curbs. 
Information such as topography lines, vegetation, sight triangles, etc., will also 
need to be included with the submittal. 

 
(o) All applicable permits for the construction of gates will be required to be obtained 

from Gaston County. 
 

(p) The gate across emergency access routes, along with the exterior gates 
encompassing the development, shall be kept in working order and shall be 
repaired and/or replaced in the event they are disabled and/or damaged. The Fire 
Department shall be notified immediately when the gate is inoperable and after 
the repairs have been completed. It is not the responsibility of the City to maintain 
these gates. Gates shall be inspected by the City of Mount Holly Fire Department 
annually to verify the gates are in operable condition in the event of an 
emergency. 
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(q) Violators will be notified in writing by the City of Mount Holly and will be 
required to remedy the problem immediately. Any violation that has not been 
remedied within seven (7) business days shall be subject to a Civil Penalty to be 
assessed at the rate of $300.00 per day until the violation has been corrected. 

 
(r) Violation determinations appeals and requests for variance of the requirements of 

this Ordinance may be heard and a final determination made by the Board of 
Adjustments. 

(Adopted 3-27-2017.) 
 
Section 7-13.  Right of entry. 
  

The Chief of the department and any member of the fire department when so 
directed by the Chief shall have the right to enter any building or premises, at any 
reasonable hour, for the purpose of making any inspection or investigation provided for 
by this chapter.  (Code 1961, §6-10.) (Amended 9-11-00) (Amended 1-25-2016.) 
 
Section 7-14.  Order to remedy hazard—Generally. 
  

(a) When the fire chief or his designee determines that a violation of this chapter 
or the NC Fire Code exists or that any commercial building or structure 
required to have a permit under the NC Fire Code does not have a valid permit 
in effect, he shall issue a notice of violation and order to correct the violation.  
Said order shall state the nature of the violation and specify the penalty to be 
imposed in accordance with the Mount Holly Fee Schedule in the event that 
the order is not complied with by the time specified in the order.  Failure to 
pay any such penalty within thirty days shall subject the offender to a civil 
penalty to be recovered by the city in a civil action in the nature of a debt for 
the collection of the unpaid penalty, together with the costs of the action to be 
taxed by the Court.   

 
(b) The fire chief or his designee may issue immediate correction orders for 

violations of the NC Fire Code that constitute an imminent hazard to life and 
property.  Such immediate correction order shall state that failure to correct 
such violation within 24 hours shall result in the imposition of a civil penalty 
in an amount listed in the Mount Holly Fee Schedule per day, per violation, 
until the violation has been completely corrected.  Such immediate correction 
order shall also state that if the violation is not corrected within 24 hours, a 
civil complaint for collection of penalties and any unpaid fees owed under this 
chapter may be initiated and that other legal proceedings, including criminal 
prosecution, injunctions, or abatement orders related to the violation may be 
initiated.  Repeated violations shall subject the violator to higher civil 
penalties set forth in the Mount Holly Fee Schedule. 

 
(c) Any condition listed below shall be deemed an imminent hazard: 
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1. Dangerous storage or unlawful amounts of combustible, flammable, or 
explosive or otherwise hazardous materials. 
 

2. Hazardous conditions arising from defective or improperly installed 
equipment for handling or using combustible, flammable, or explosive or 
otherwise hazardous materials. 

 
3. Dangerous accumulations of rubbish, waste paper, boxes, shavings, or 

other highly combustible materials. 
 

4. Accumulations of dust or waste material in air conditioning or ventilation 
systems, or of grease in kitchen or other exhaust ducts, or inadequate 
clearances to unprotected combustible materials from hoods, grease 
extractors, and ducts. 

 
5. Obstructions to or in fire escapes, designated access openings in exterior 

walls for fire department use, stairs, passageways, doors, or windows 
liable to interfere with the operations of the fire department or impede 
egress of occupants in the case of fire. 

 
6. Overcrowding in violation of occupancy limits established pursuant to the 

state Building Code and required under the NC Fire Code. 
 
 (Code 1961, §6-11.) (Amended 9-11-00) (Amended 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-15.  Same--Methods of service of order. 
 

The service of any order as provided in section 7-14 may be made upon the 
occupant of the premises to whom it is directed, either by delivering a copy of the same 
to and leaving it with any person in charge of such premises or in case any such person is 
not found upon such premises, by affixing a copy thereof in a conspicuous place on the 
door to the entrance of such premises.  In case the owner of premises is some person 
other than the occupant thereof, service of such notice may be made by delivering a copy 
of such notice to such owner personally or by mailing such copy to his last-known 
address.  If the occupant or owner is a partnership, service upon any partner shall be 
sufficient; and if a corporation, upon any officer or any local agent thereof. (Code 1961, § 
6-12.) (Amended 1-25-2016.) 
 

Article III.  Safety Regulations. 
 

For state law as to authority of city to abate nuisances, see G.S.,  
§ 16OA-193. 

 
Sec. 7-16.  Fire extinguishers. 
 

Repealed.
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(Former Sec. 7-16, Code 1961, § 6-39.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-16. Appeals. 
 

(a) Any person who has been served with a notice of violation and order for 
correction of violations of the NC Fire Code may appeal the notice and order 
to the state department of insurance, state building code council within ten 
days from date of issuance.  However, any such appeal does not automatically 
stay the action of any order for correction during its pendency. 
 

(b) Any person who has been served with a notice of violation and order for 
correction of violations of the provisions of this chapter which are not 
violations of the NC Fire Code or which relate to fees or penalties charged 
under this chapter may appeal to the city manager, whose decisions shall be 
final.  Appeals must be filed within ten days from the date of issuance of the 
order. (Adopted 1-25-2016.) 

 
Sec. 7-17.  Obstruction of fire escapes. 
 

Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-17, Code 1961, § 6-40.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-17. Enforcement. 
 
 Failure to comply with the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a 
misdemeanor under G.S. 160A-175 and G.S. 14-4.  Additionally, the fire chief or his 
designee may enforce the provisions of this article in civil court and seek any and all 
appropriate remedies authorized by G.S. 160A-175, including appropriate equitable 
remedies, and may seek injunctive relief and/or abatement orders.  Each day’s continuing 
violation shall constitute a separate and distinct offense. (Adopted 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-18.  Exit signs in auditoriums. 
 

Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-18, Code 1961, § 6-41.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-18. Relationship to other laws and standards. 
 
 The provisions of the NC Fire Code, including all appendices, as amended 
periodically, are incorporated by reference in this chapter.  If any provision of this 
chapter is in material conflict with a provision of the NC Fire Code, then the state code 
provision shall take precedence over the conflicting provision of this chapter. (Adopted 
1-25-2016.) 
 

For state law as to authority of the city to adopt technical codes by 
reference, see G. S., § 160A-76. 
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Sec. 7-19.  Places of public assemblage and stores. 
 

Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-19, Code 1961, § 6-42.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-20.  Obstructions in tenement and apartment house hallways. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-20, Code 1961, § 6-43.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-21.  Burning trash and materials--within primary and secondary fire districts. 

 
No person shall burn or cause to be burned any trash, refuse, shavings, paper, 

leaves, litter or other material of any kind outside any house, on or in any street, 
sidewalk, alley, lot or yard except outside the primary and secondary fire districts 
pursuant to the terms and conditions in Section 7-22 below.  A map of the primary and 
secondary fire districts shall be on file with the Mount Holly Fire Department.  (Adopted 
June 12, 1995) (Amended 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-22.  Same--Outside primary and secondary fire districts. 
 

(a) “Open Burning” means the burning of any matter in such a manner that the 
products of combustion resulting from the burning are emitted directly into the 
atmosphere without passing through a stack, chimney, or a permitted air pollution 
control device.   

 
(b) The following types of Open Burning are permissible outside the primary and 

secondary fire districts without a permit: 
 

1. Camp fires and fires used solely for outdoor cooking and other recreational 
purposes, or for ceremonial occasions. 

 
2. Fires purposely set for the instruction and training of firefighting personnel, 

including fires at permanent firefighting training facilities, or when conducted 
under the supervision of or with the cooperation of one or more of the 
following agencies: the Division of Forest Resources, the North Carolina 
Department of Insurance, or one of the North Carolina community colleges. 

 
(c) The following types of Open Burning are permissible outside the primary and 

secondary fire districts with a permit: 
 

1. Small outdoor warming fires used on constructions sites or other areas, subject 
to the following conditions: a permit issued by the fire department shall be 
obtained prior to operating any type of warming fire, warming fires shall be 
initiated and contained in containers approved by the fire department at all 
times and such containers must be appropriately ventilated in at least three 
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places, warming fires shall be attended by a responsible individual at all times, 
warming fires shall be located not less than 25 feet from any structure, an 
appropriate means of controlling the fire (i.e. extinguishers) shall be available 
while the fire is burning, and only untreated lumber shall be burned in 
warming fires.  Burning construction materials like insulation, asphaltic 
materials, or treated lumber is prohibited.  Warming fires shall not be used to 
dispose of paper, trash, excess construction materials, or other synthetic 
salvageable materials. 

 
2. Fires for the disposal of material generated as a result of a natural disaster, 

such as tornado, hurricane, or flood if the state department of environment and 
natural resources regional office supervisor grants permission for the burning.  
The person desiring to do the burning shall document to the appropriate 
DENR regional office supervisor that there is no other practical method of 
disposal of the waste.  Factors that the regional office supervisor shall 
consider in granting permission for the burning include type, amount, and 
nature of combustible substances.   

 
(Adopted June 12, 1995) (Amended 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-23.  Reserved for Future Use. 
 
Sec. 7-24.  Ashes, coals and embers. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-24, Code 1961, § 6-47.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-25.  Accumulations of trash and waste. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-25, Code 1961, § 6-48.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-26.  Removal of excelsior, etc. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-26, Code 1961, § 6-49.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-27.  Maintenance of smokestacks, chimneys, etc. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-27, Code 1961, 6 6-50.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-28.  Removal of dead, etc., wires. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-28, Code 1961, § 6-51.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
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Sec. 7-29.  Replacement and removal of burned utility poles. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-29, Code 1961, § 6-52.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.)  

 
Article IV.  Explosives. 

 
Sec. 7-30.  Permits required to handle explosives; record of sales. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-30, Code 1961, § 6-58.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-31.  Limit on period which explosives and blasting agents may be kept in cars, etc. 
 

Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-31, Code 1961, § 6-59, amended 6-25-80) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-32.  Gunpowder and percussion and dynamite caps. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-32, Code 1961, § 6-60.) (Amended 6-25-80.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 

 
Sec. 7-33.  Dynamite. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-33, Code 1961, § 6-61.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-34.  Transportation--Use of for-hire vehicles. 
 

Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-34, Code 1961, § 6-62.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 

For state law as to vehicles transporting explosives, see G. S., § 20-167. 
 
Sec. 7-35.  Same--Marking. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-35, Code 1961, § 6-63.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-36.  Same--Drivers. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-36, Code 1961, § 6-64.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
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Sec. 7-37.  Same--Certain articles not to be carried. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-37, Code 1961, § 6-65.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 

Article V. Blasting. 
 

For state law as to authority of city to regulate use of explosives, see G. S.,  
§ 16OA-183.  As to noise generally, see §§ 14-11, 14-12 of this 
Code. 

 
Sec. 7-38.   Precautions to prevent damage; who may conduct. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-38, Code 1961, § 6-71.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-39.  Permit. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-39, Code 1961, § 6-71.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 

Article VI.  Pyrotechnics. 
 

For state law as to authority of city to regulate use, etc., of explosives, see  
G. S., § 16OA-183.  As to pyrotechnics generally, see G.S.,  
§§ 14-410 to 14-415. 

As to noise generally, see §§ 14-11, 14-12 of this Code. 
 
Sec. 7-40. Defined. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-40, Code 1961, § 6-78.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-41.  Permits. 
 

Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-41, Code 1961, § 6-79.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-42.  Sale. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-42, Code 1961, § 6-80.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-43.  Exceptions. 
 
 Repealed.
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(Former Sec. 7-43, Code 1961, § 6-81.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 

Article VII.  Inflammable Liquids. 
 

For state law as to authority of city to regulate inflammable substances,  
see G. S., § 16OA-183. 

 
Sec. 7-44.  Gasoline storage--Near buildings. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-44, Code 1961, § 687.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-45.  Same--Underground. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-45, Code 1961, § 6-88.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-46. Kerosene. 
 

Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-46, Code 1961, 6-93.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-47.  Oil plants--Defined. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-47, Code 1961, § 6-90.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-48.  Same--Construction specifications. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-48, Code 1961, § 6-89.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-49.  Same--Maintenance. 
 

Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-49, Code 1961, § 6-91.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-50.  Same--Time limit for compliance. 
 
 Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-50, Code 1961, § 6-92.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 

Editor’s note--This section was derived from the 1961 Code of the city. 
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Sec. 7-51.  Storage of kerosene, gasoline, etc., in cars, service stations, etc. 
 

Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-51, Code 1961, § 6-94.) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-52.  Storage of inflammable non-liquids. 
 

Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-52 adopted 6-25-80) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-53.  Storage of inflammable liquids. 
 

Repealed. 
(Former Sec. 7-53 adopted 6-25-80) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
 
Sec. 7-54.  Parking Prohibited in Fire Lanes 
 

Repealed. 
(Adopted March 10, 2003) (Repealed 1-25-2016.) 
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CHAPTER 8 

 

GARBAGE, REFUSE AND WASTE 

 
For state law as to city solid waste disposal systems, see G. S., §§ 16OA-

311 to 16OA-322. 
As to director of public works generally, see §§ 2-33 to 2-35 of this Code.   

As to the beautification commission, see §§ 2-36 to 2-38.  As to 
the maintenance of stables, etc., see § 3-13.  As to removal of 
refuse, etc., from cemetery, see §§ 5-13 to 5-15. As to refuse and 
garbage disposal in mobile home parks, see § 12-20. 

 
 § 8-1. Definitions. 
 § 8-2. Director. 
 § 8-3. Permit required for private waste collectors. 
 § 8-4. Scavenging. 
 § 8-5. Matter not acceptable for disposal in sanitary landfill. 
 § 8-6. Pre-collection practices. 
 § 8-7. Substances city will not collect. 

§ 8-7.1 Charges for remediation of a violation by the City. 
 § 8-8. Owner’s duty to keep premises clean--Generally. 

§ 8-8.1.  Scrap materials: Declaration of policy. 
§ 8-8.2.  Accumulation of scrap materials. 
§ 8-8.3.  Upholstered or interior furniture and appliances. 

 § 8-9. Abatement of Public Nuisances. 
 § 8-10. Notice and Order to Abate. 
 § 8-11. Appeal of order of Abatement. 
 § 8-12. Abatement of Nuisance by City. 
 § 8-13. Owner May Request Abatement by City. 
 § 8-14. Charges for Abatement by City; Lien. 
 § 8-15. Graffiti- Public Nuisance 

§ 8-16. Penalties and remedies. 
§ 8-17. Annual notice to chronic violators of public nuisance or overgrown 

vegetation in accordance with NCGS 160A-200.1. 
 
  ARTICLE I – DEFINITIONS AND COLLECTION PRACTICES 
 
Sec. 8-1.  Definitions. 
 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the 
meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section: 
 
 Collection Practices Policy.  The policy, as amended from time to time, governing 
the pre-collection and collection of solid waste and other items by the city and governing 
items which the city will not collect.  This policy is on file with the Director. (Adopted 1-
28-2019.)
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Container, bulk (also known as a dumpster).  A metal receptacle of a size and 
design approved by the Director for use by business and industrial concerns.  Bulk 
containers are further regulated by the Director in accordance with the Collection 
Practices Policy.  (11-5-84) (Amended 1-28-2019.) 
  

Container, refuse (also known as a rollout container).  A rollout receptacle of 
metal or plastic construction having water tight fitting lids, handles sufficient for safe and 
convenient use, and a capacity of not less than ninety-five gallons.  Rollout containers are 
issued by the City in accordance with the Collection Practices Policy. (Amended 1-28-
2019.) 
 

Garbage.  All putrescible animal or vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, 
preparation, cooking and consumption of food in any private dwelling house, multiple 
dwelling, hotel, restaurant, building or other institution. 

 
Recyclables.  Materials suitable for treatment or processing for reuse.  

Recyclables are collected in accordance with the Collection Practices Policy. (Adopted 1-
28-2019.) 
 

Refuse, bulk. Discarded household furniture and appliances, bedding, and 
mattresses.  (Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 

Refuse, hazardous (also known as hazardous waste).  Cleaning fluids, crank case 
oils, cutting oils, paints, plastics, explosives, acids, caustics, poisons, drugs, radioactive 
material, soiled infant diapers, feces, urine, and refuse of similar nature. (Amended 1-28-
2019.) 
 

Residential unit, multiple.  A duplex, apartment or group of apartments under a 
single roof and used for dwelling places for more than one family. 
 

Rubbish.  Cardboard, plastic, metal or glass food containers, waste paper, rags, 
sweepings, small pieces of wood, excelsior, rubber, leather and similar waste materials 
that ordinarily accumulate around a home, business, or industry.  Rubbish shall not 
include garbage, bulk refuse, dead animals, hazardous refuse, industrial waste or 
construction waste resulting from the building, addition to or alteration of any building. 
 
 Scrap materials.  Any item creating a littered condition including, but not limited 
to, dilapidated furniture, appliances, machinery, equipment, building materials, 
automotive parts, tires, or other similar items which are either in a wholly or partially 
rusted, wrecked, junked, dismantled, or inoperative condition. (Adopted 1-28-2019.) 
 

Waste, building.  Refuse or residue resulting directly from the building, 
construction, repair, demolition or alteration of any premises; from grading, stumping or 
other incidental work in connection with the clearing of any premises; or from 
replacement of building equipment or appliances.  Building waste (also called building 
materials or construction waste) will not be collected except in accordance with the 
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Collection Practices Policy. (Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 

Waste, industrial.  Residue resulting directly from industrial or manufacturing 
operations. (4-11-66, § 1.) 

 
Waste, yard.  Leaves, grass, trees, shrubbery, and garden trimmings.  Yard waste 

is collected in accordance with the Collection Practices Policy. (Adopted 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-2.  Director. 

 
The solid waste services director (“Director”) shall have the responsibility for and 

the jurisdiction of the collection, removal and disposal of all garbage, refuse, recyclables, 
rubbish, and other materials as outlined in the Collection Practices Policy within the city. 
(4-11-66, § 1.) (Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-3. Permit required for private waste collectors. 
 

No person other than employees of the Streets and Solid Waste department shall, 
for hire, collect, remove, haul or convey any type of garbage, refuse, rubbish, waste, 
recyclables, or similar matter through or upon the streets or alleys of the city without first 
obtaining a permit from the city manager. (4-11-66, § 1.) (Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-4.  Scavenging. 
 

All materials delivered and deposited for collection by the city are the property of 
the city.  No person shall separate, collect, carry off or dispose of such materials unless a 
permit is first obtained from the city manager. (4-11-66, § 1.) (Amended 1-28-2019.) 

 
Sec. 8-5.  Matter not acceptable for disposal in sanitary landfill. 
 

N.C.G.S. 130A-309.10(f) (as amended from time to time) governs materials 
which are prohibited from disposal in landfills.  It shall be unlawful for any person to 
deposit any materials governed by N.C.G.S. 130A-309.10(f) for collection by the city, 
unless as part of a special collection program of the city in accordance with the 
Collection Practices Policy. (4-11-66, § 1.) (Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-6.  Pre-collection practices. 
 

(a) Duty to use containers.  It shall be unlawful for any person in possession, 
charge, or control of any place where garbage, recyclables, refuse, rubbish, or 
any other litter is accumulated or produced to fail to place the same in the 
proper container or to fail to maintain any such container in the proper 
location, as regulated by the Collection Practices Policy.  Rollout containers 
used in the residential and city-served nonresidential garbage collection 
program are furnished by the city in accordance with the Collection Practices 
Policy and are the property of the city.  The city does not provide bulk 
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container services, and establishments required by the Collection Practices 
Policy to have bulk containers shall be responsible to contract with private 
contractors for said service.   

 
(b) Special collection items.  Yard waste, bulky items, and other special 

collection items of a size or quantity too large to be placed in containers may 
be placed at the front of the premises in the grass strip between the street and 
the sidewalk where such strips are available, otherwise they shall be placed 
off that portion of the street right-of-way normally used by vehicles, 
pedestrians or for surface drainage.  Further regulation of such items and 
collection of such items by the city will take place in accordance with the 
Collection Practices Policy. 

 
(c) Other limitations.  No person shall throw, dispose of, or sweep from any 

household, yard, sidewalk, or elsewhere, any garbage, rubbish, dirt, refuse, or 
similar matter into a storm drain, manhole, gutter, center strip, or any other 
storm water conveyance system (ditches, culverts, etc.) or onto a sidewalk or 
street, but shall deposit or dispose of the same as herein specified in this 
chapter.  (4-11-66, §1) (amended 5-12-03) 

 
(d) Materials to be bagged.  Some materials must be bagged or further prepared 

for collection as outlined in the Collection Practices Policy.   
 
(Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 

For state law as to placing of trash, refuse, etc., on right-of-way of public  
road, see G. S., § 14-399. 

 
Sec. 8-7.  Substances city will not collect. 
 

The Streets and Solid Waste department shall neither pick up nor remove any of 
the following, and further it shall be unlawful for any person to deposit any of the 
following materials for collection by the city, unless as part of a special collection 
program of the city and/or strictly in accordance with the Collection Practices Policy: 
 

(a) Matter not acceptable for disposal at a sanitary landfill, as defined in 
Section 8-5 above. 

 
(b) Hazardous refuse or waste. 

 
(c) Commercial solid waste that will require the dumping of bulk 

containers. 
 

(d) Building waste. 
 

(e) Garbage, rubbish, recyclables, waste, and refuse not placed or stored 
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as required by the provisions of this chapter. (4-11-66, § i.) 
 

(f) Hot ashes or live coals. 
 

(g) Contagious Disease Material/Bio-hazardous Material as defined in the 
Collection Practices Policy. 

 
(h) Hypodermic instruments. 

 
(i) Industrial waste. 

 
(j) Junk appliances.  It shall be further unlawful for any person to leave 

on any premises in a place accessible to children any appliances, 
refrigerator, or container, without first strapping or locking the same 
so that it is impossible for a child to obtain access to it or be trapped 
inside it. 

 
(k) Dangerous items such as broken glass, light bulbs, or sharp pieces of 

metal. 
 
(Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-7.1 Charges for remediation of a violation by the City. 
 

(a) Unless otherwise provided in this article, violation of any provisions of this 
article shall subject the violator to civil penalties in the following amount: 

(i) Up to fifteen (15) pounds, first offense, $100.00. 
(ii) Up to fifteen (15) pounds, each subsequent offense, $250.00. 
(iii) Fifteen (15) pounds or more, first offense, $200.00. 
(iv) Fifteen (15) pounds or more, each subsequent offense, $300.00. 

(b) The violator shall pay the citation and correct the violation within thirty (30) 
days after receiving the citation from the city. 

(c) The Director shall have authority to issue notices of violation and/or civil 
citations to any person if there is reasonable cause to believe that the person 
has violated any provisions of this article. 

(d) Any notice of violation or citation shall be delivered personally to the violator 
or shall be sent by registered or certified mail to the last known address of the 
violator.  When service is attempted by registered or certified mail, a copy of 
the notice may also be sent by regular mail.  Service shall be deemed 
sufficient if the registered or certified mail is unclaimed or refused, but the 
regular mail is not returned by the post office within 10 days after the mailing.  
If service by regular mail is used, a copy of the notice shall be posted in a 
conspicuous place on the premises affected. 

(e) If the violator fails to pay the citation by the due date, the Director shall have 
authority to file a civil complaint for the unpaid citation.  Additional penalties 
and remedies set forth in Section 8-16 of this chapter shall apply for violations 
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of this article. 
 
(Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 
  ARTICLE II – OWNER’S DUTY TO KEEP PREMISES CLEAN 
 
Sec. 8-8.  Owner’s duty to keep premises clean--Generally. 
 

All owners or occupants of any premises within the city shall keep the same free 
and clear from garbage, rubbish, refuse, waste, items specified in section 8-5 or section 8-
7, and similar matter, except: 

 
(a) As stored, placed or permitted in this chapter; 

 
(b) As stored, or placed in an enclosed building; and 

 
(c) As stored, placed or permitted in connection with the operation of any 

business authorized in this Code. (4-11-66, § 1.) (Amended 1-28-
2019.) 

 
For state law as to authority of city to abate public health nuisances, see  

G.S., § 16OA-193. 
 
Sec. 8-8.1.  Scrap materials: Declaration of policy. 
 
 The City Council hereby declares that the uncontrolled accumulation of scrap 
materials and dilapidated outbuildings, sheds, or similar structures, whether accessory to 
a principal structure or not, and appurtenances on any premises constitutes a danger to the 
health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the city in that such accumulation and 
conditions can furnish shelter and breeding places for vermin; present physical dangers to 
the safety and well-being of children and other citizens; pose a danger of fire; and 
depreciate property values or cause a loss of business by detracting from the appearance 
and character of residential and commercial neighborhoods. 
 
(Adopted 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-8.2.  Accumulation of scrap materials. 
 

(a) No person may cause, suffer, or permit scrap materials to accumulate or 
remain on premises under his or her control unless the scrap materials are 
placed on the premises in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws, 
including this chapter, and are stored within a structure so as to minimize 
substantially the dangers set forth in Section 8-8.1. 
 

(b) No person may cause, suffer, or permit debris or discarded items to 
accumulate within the yard or unenclosed porches. 
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(Adopted 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-8.3.  Upholstered or interior furniture and appliances. 
 

(a) Purpose.  It is the intent of this provision to protect the health, safety, and 
general welfare of the public, preserve property values and rights of the 
individual and community, enhance community appearance and aesthetic 
well-being, and prevent potentially hazardous, unsafe, or unhealthy 
conditions. 

 
(b) Public nuisance.  In addition to the public nuisances outlined in Section 8-9, 

the following conditions are hereby declared to be dangerous and prejudicial 
to public health or safety and to constitute a public nuisance and shall be 
prohibited: 

 
(1) Upholstered or other furniture designed or manufactured exclusively for 

indoor use left exposed in open areas, including porches. 
 

(2) Any worn-out, deteriorated, or abandoned household or office furniture or 
appliances of any kind which are kept in open areas, including porches. 

 
(c) Penalties.  Any violation of the provisions of this section shall follow nuisance 

abatement procedures as provided in Article III of this chapter.  Other 
remedies provided for in this chapter, including civil penalties, may also be 
used in addition to any other remedy available to the city by law or by equity. 

 
(Adopted 1-28-2019.) 
 
    ARTICLE III – PUBLIC NUISANCES 
 
Sec. 8-9.  Abatement of Public Nuisances. 
 

The existence of any of the following conditions on any parcel of land, whether 
the same shall be developed or undeveloped, located within the corporate limits, is 
hereby declared to be dangerous and prejudicial to public health or safety and to 
constitute a public nuisance: 
 

(a) The uncontrolled growth of weeds, grass, vines, or other vegetation to 
a height of twelve inches (12”) or more located within one hundred 
feet (100’) of any residence, business, or public right of way, or 
located anywhere within a lot or parcel being one acre or less, causing 
or threatening to cause a hazard detrimental to the public health or 
safety. (Amended 11-11-08) 

 
(b) Any accumulation of animals or vegetable matter that is offensive by 
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virtue of odor or vapors or which is inhabited by rodents, snakes, or 
vermin of any kind. 

 
(c) Open wells. 

 
(d) An accumulation of stagnant water causing or threatening to cause 

inhabitation thereof by mosquito or mosquito larvae. 
 

(e) Any condition detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare or 
which violates the rules and regulations promulgated by the Gaston 
County health department, the State of North Carolina, or the federal 
government. (5-14-84) 

 
(f) Any accumulation of combustible items such as mattresses, boxes, 

paper, automobile tires and tubes, garbage, trash, refuse, rubbish, 
brush, old clothes, rags, or any other combustible materials or objects 
of a like nature. 

 
(g) Any furniture, appliances, or other metal products of any kind or 

nature openly kept which have jagged edges of metal or glass, or 
areas of confinement. 

 
(h) Any accumulation of garbage, refuse, rubbish, waste, scrap materials, 

or similar items not placed or stored in compliance with Articles I or 
II of this chapter causing or threatening to cause a hazard detrimental 
to the public health or safety. 

 
(Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-10.  Notice and Order to Abate. 
 

(a) For the purposes of this article, the respondent is the person in possession of 
the property where a public nuisance (as described in Section 8-9) is located 
as well as the owner of such property, if different from the former.  The 
administrator shall have the responsibility for and the jurisdiction of 
remediation of conditions constituting a public nuisance under Article III of 
this chapter on property within the city. 
 

(b) Upon determination by the administrator that there exists on any property 
conditions constituting a public nuisance (as described in Section 8-9) the 
administrator shall notify the respondent by registered or certified mail to the 
address listed with the Gaston County tax department or by hand delivery 
notice of such conditions and shall order the abatement thereof within fifteen 
days (15) of receipt of said notice.  Such notice shall include a statement 
informing the respondent of his or her right to appeal the order within fifteen 
days (15) of receipt of said notice in accordance with Section 8-11.  If after 
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due diligence, the respondent fails or refuses to accept the notice by 
registered mail of the violation within ten days of mailing, cannot be 
personally served, or cannot be determined, then the notice required by this 
section shall be posted conspicuously on the offending property. (5-14-84) 

 
(Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-11.  Appeal of Order of Abatement. 
 

At any time before the expiration of the fifteen (15) day abatement period 
specified in Section 8-10(b), the respondent may request a hearing before the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment to appeal the finding of the administrator that a public nuisance as 
defined in Section 8-9 exists on the premises.  The request for a hearing must be in 
writing and must be filed in the office of the City Manager.  The City Manager shall fix a 
time for the hearings, and the initial abatement order shall be temporarily suspended 
pending such hearing.  The hearing must be held by the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
within thirty-one (31) calendar days following receipt of the request for hearing by the 
office of the City Manager.  At the hearing, the individual affected by the order shall be 
given the opportunity to present evidence to refute the findings which support the 
abatement order.  Upon completion of the hearing, the Zoning Board of Adjustment shall 
consider the evidence before it and shall then revoke the initial order, issue a final order 
which differs from the original order, or reinstate the initial order as a final abatement 
order. (5-14-84) (Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-12.  Abatement of Nuisance by City. 
 
Upon the occurrence of either of the following conditions: 
 

(a) A hearing is requested and held under Section 8-11 above resulting in 
either a final order with modifications or reinstatement of the initial 
order as a final order, and such order is not complied with within 
fifteen (15) days from adjournment of the hearing; or 

 
(b) No hearing is requested or held, and the respondent having been 

ordered to abate such a public nuisance fails, neglects or refuses to 
abate or remove the condition constituting the nuisance within fifteen 
(15) days from receipt of said order; 

 
then the administrator shall cause said condition to be removed or otherwise remedied by 
having employees or contractors of the City go upon said premises and remove or 
otherwise abate such nuisance under supervision of an officer or employee designated by 
the administrator. (5-14-84) (Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-13.  Owner May Request Abatement by City. 
 

The owner of property where a public nuisance has been found to exist under this 
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article may request the City in writing to remove such condition, at owner’s own expense, 
which request the City may allow, in its discretion, if the City feels that the same is in the 
best interest of its citizens and if the City has the employees or contractors and equipment 
available to do such work.  (5-14-84) (Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-14.  Charges for Abatement by City; Lien. 
 

(a) The actual cost incurred by the City in removing or otherwise remedying a 
public nuisance pursuant to Sections 8-12 or 8-13 shall be charged to the 
owner of the offending property, and the owner shall pay these charges 
within thirty (30) days after receiving from the City a statement of charges. 

 
(b) In the event charges for the removal or abatement of a public nuisance are not 

paid within thirty (30) days after the receipt of a statement of charges as 
under subsection (a), such charges shall become a lien upon the land or 
premises where the public nuisance existed and shall be collected as unpaid 
taxes, as provided in North Carolina General Statute 160A-193. (5-14-84) 

 
(Amended 1-28-2019.) 
 
    ARTICLE IV – GRAFFITI 
 
Sec. 8-15.  Graffiti- Public Nuisance. 
 

(a) Graffiti defined.  Graffiti shall mean writings, drawings, inscriptions, 
figures, or marks of paint, ink, chalk, dye or other similar substances on a 
public or private building, structure, property, sidewalks, streets, fences, 
walls, overpasses, or bridges. For the purpose of this chapter, graffiti shall 
include drawings, writings, markings, or inscriptions regardless of the 
content or the nature of materials used in the commission of the act.  
 

(b) Exemptions. 
(1) Subsection (a) shall not be construed to include writings, drawings, 

inscriptions, figures, or marks of paint, ink, chalk, dye or other similar 
substances to the extent it was created by the property owner or 
authorized in advance and in writing by the property owner. 
However, despite creation by the property owner or advance written 
authorization by the property owner, such writings, drawings, 
inscriptions, figures, or marks shall be considered unlawful graffiti 
subject to removal if the markings are deemed a public nuisance, 
otherwise unlawful, or present an imminent risk of danger to 
members of the public. 
 

(2) Subsection (a) shall not be construed to prohibit temporary, easily 
removable chalk or other water-soluble markings on public or private 
sidewalks, streets or other paved surfaces which are used in 
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connection with traditional children's activities, such as drawings or 
bases for stickball, kickball, handball, hopscotch or similar activities, 
nor shall it be construed to prohibit temporary, easily removable 
chalk or other water-soluble markings used in connection with any 
lawful business or public purpose or activity. 

 
(c) Removal of graffiti.  Any person owning property, acting as manager or 

agent for the owner of property, or otherwise in possession or control of 
property shall remove or effectively obscure any graffiti upon such 
property within thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of the notice 
described in Sec. 8-15.1(b). Failure to remove or obscure graffiti as 
outlined in this ordinance shall result in a fine of $200 for each 30 
calendar days the graffiti is not removed.  (8-9-10) (Amended 1-28-2019.) 

 
Sec. 8-15.1. Removal of Graffiti by City. 
 

(a) Notice.  Whenever the city becomes aware of the existence of graffiti on 
any property, the city is authorized to remove the graffiti as set forth in 
this section after giving, or causing to be given, written notice to remove 
or effectively obscure such graffiti to the property owner, such property 
owner's manager or agent, or any other person in possession or control of 
the property. Whether to remove graffiti from public or private property 
shall be in the sole discretion of the city.   
 

(b) Method of notice.  If the name and address of the property owner, 
manager or agent of the property owner, or person in possession or control 
of the property can be ascertained in the exercise of reasonable diligence, 
written notice shall be provided by personal service; or by certified mail; 
or by any manner of mailing that will establish confirmation of the 
delivery of the notice. Notice to any one of the individuals set forth above 
shall be deemed sufficient notice to remove or effectively obscure the 
graffiti. If such address information cannot be so ascertained, written 
notice shall be affixed to the property in a conspicuous place.   

 
(c) Entry onto premises.  If graffiti is not removed or effectively obscured 

within thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of the notice described in 
subsection (b), the city may cause the graffiti to be removed or effectively 
obscured. In the interest of public welfare, the city is authorized to enter 
upon any public or private premises for the purpose of removing graffiti 
without obtaining additional process or authorization to do so provided 
that notice to remove or effectively obscure the graffiti has been given as 
described in subsection (b).   

 
(d) Obstruction.  It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally obstruct 

the city or the city's agent from entry onto any premises for the purpose of 
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removing or obscuring graffiti after written notice as described in 
subsection (b) has been provided. 

 
(e) Appeal procedure.  A property owner, his agent or manager, or other 

person in possession or control of the property, may, within seven 
calendar days from receipt of the notice described in subsection (b), file an 
appeal with the city manager or his designee. Appeals shall be in writing 
and shall state the reasons for the appeal. If the party filing the appeal 
requests a hearing, such hearing shall be held by the city manager or his 
designee. If, on appeal, the city manager or his designee determines that 
the graffiti must be removed, the city manager or his designee may set a 
new deadline date for compliance or alternatively, authorize the city to 
proceed to remove or obscure the graffiti. The city shall not remove or 
obscure any graffiti during the pending of an appeal.   

 
(f) Emergency removal.  If the city manager or his designee determines that 

any graffiti is a danger to the health, safety, or welfare of the public may 
immediately without notice abate the public nuisance and the city may 
cause the graffiti to be removed at the owner’s expense. 

 
(g) Obstructing emergency removal of graffiti.  It shall be unlawful for any 

person to intentionally obstruct the city or the city's agent from entry onto 
any premises for the purpose of removing or obscuring graffiti on an 
emergency basis. 

 
(h) No emergency appeal procedure.  When the city manager or his designee 

determines that emergency removal is justified under this section, there is 
no appeal process regarding the decision to remove or obscure the graffiti.   

 
(i) Repair/restoration.  In no case shall the city paint or repair any area 

obscured by graffiti more extensively than where the graffiti itself is 
located. The city shall not be required to restore the obscured area to its 
original condition (i.e., color, texture, etc.).   

 
(j) Charges for abatement by the City concerning Graffiti.  The actual costs 

incurred by the City in removing or otherwise remedying graffiti pursuant 
to these sections shall be charged to the owner of the offending property, 
and the owner shall pay these charges within thirty (30) days after 
receiving from the City a statement of charges.  In the event charges for 
the removal or abatement of graffiti are not paid within thirty (30) days 
after the receipt of a statement of charges as listed in this section, such 
charges shall become a lien upon the land or premises where the graffiti 
existed and shall be collected as unpaid taxes, as provided in North 
Carolina General Statute 160A-193. (8-9-10) 
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    ARTICLE V – ENFORCEMENT 
 
Sec. 8-16. Penalties and remedies. 
 

(a) A violation of any provision of Articles I or IV of this chapter shall be a 
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than $500.00 and/or imprisonment 
of not more than twenty days.  Pursuant to NCGS 160A-175(b), a violation of any 
provision of Articles II or III of this chapter shall not be a misdemeanor, and all 
criminal penalties for these violations as set out in NCGS 14-4 are hereby 
removed. 

 
(b) Upon a determination by the administrator pursuant to Article III of this chapter 

that conditions constituting a public nuisance exist on property and after proper 
notice is given pursuant to Section 8-10, the violator shall be subject to a civil 
penalty of $50.00.  Upon the issuance of the second nuisance notice of violation 
within 12 months of the first nuisance notice of violation, the violator shall be 
subject to a civil penalty of $100.00.  For each subsequent nuisance notice of 
violation occurring prior to the expiration of a 12-month period following 
issuance of the first nuisance notice of violation, the violator shall be subject to a 
civil penalty of $200.00.  If any such civil penalty is not paid within 30 days of 
the issuance of the citation, then the city may recover from the violator any such 
unpaid civil penalty in a civil action in the nature of a debt, pursuant to NCGS 
160A-175(c). 

 
(c) Each day that any violation of any provision of this chapter continues after a 

person has been notified that such violation exists shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

 
(d) This chapter may also be enforced by any appropriate equitable action, including 

injunctions or orders of abatement. 
 

(e) The city may enforce this chapter by any one or any combination of the foregoing 
remedies, in addition to any other remedy available to it by law or by equity. 

 
(Adopted 1-28-2019.) 
 
Sec. 8-17. Annual notice to chronic violators of public nuisance or overgrown vegetation 
in accordance with NCGS 160A-200.1. 
 

(a) The administrator may notify a chronic violator of the public nuisance ordinance 
in Article III of this chapter that, if the violator’s property is found to be in 
violation of the ordinance, the city shall, without further notice in the calendar 
year in which notice is given, take action to remedy the violation, and the expense 
of the action shall become a lien upon the property and shall be collected as 
unpaid taxes. 
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(b) The notice shall be sent by registered or certified mail.  When service is attempted 
by registered or certified mail, a copy of the notice may also be sent by regular 
mail.  Service shall be deemed sufficient if the registered or certified mail is 
unclaimed or refused, but the regular mail is not returned by the post office within 
10 days after the mailing.  If service by regular mail is used, a copy of the notice 
shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises affected. 

 
(c) The administrator may also give notice to a chronic violator of the overgrown 

vegetation ordinance in Article III of this chapter in accordance with this section. 
 

(d) For purposes of this section, a chronic violator is a person who owns property 
whereupon, in the previous calendar year, the city gave notice of violation at least 
three times under any provision of the public nuisance ordinance, including the 
overgrown vegetation ordinance. 

 
(Adopted 1-28-2019.) 
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CHAPTER 9 

 

HOUSING 

 

For state law as to minimum housing standards regulation by city, see  

G. S., §§ 16OA-441 to 16OA-450. 

As to buildings generally, see Ch. 4 of this Code.  As to numbering of  

houses, see §§ 4-6 to 4-9 and § 16-12.  As to fire protection and 

prevention generally, see Ch. 7.  As to garbage, refuse and waste 

generally, see Ch. 8.  As to water and sewers generally, see Ch. 19.  

As to zoning generally, see Ch. 20. 

 

Article I. Inspections Division and Code Enforcement Division. 

 

§ 9-1. Code enforcement division created; appointment of chief code 

enforcement officer; composition of the division. 

 § 9-2.  Duties; responsibilities and powers.  

§ 9-3.  Conflict of interest. 

 §9-4- 9-10. Reserved. 

 

 

Article II. Adoption of Regulatory Codes by Reference. 

 

 § 9-11. - Scope of article and codes. 

§ 9-12. - Building code adopted. 

§ 9-13. - Plumbing code adopted. 

§ 9-14. - Heating code adopted, 

§ 9-15. - Electrical code adopted. 

§ 9-16. - Residential building code adopted. 

§ 9-17. - Mobile home code adopted. 

§ 9-18. - North Carolina rehabilitation code adopted. 

§ 9-19. - Compliance with codes. 

§ 9-20. - Noncompliance with codes. 

§ 9-21. - Copies of codes filed with clerk. 

§ 9-22. - 9-30. -Reserved. 

 

Article III. Minimum Housing Code 

 

§ 9-31. - Title. 

§ 9-32. - Exercise of police power; finding; purpose. 

§ 9-33. - Code remedial. 

§ 9-34. - Scope. 

§ 9-35. - Existing buildings. 

§ 9-36. - Maintenance of buildings. 

§ 9-37. - Definitions. 

§ 9-38. - Administration. 
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§ 9-39. - Minimum standards of fitness. 

§ 9-40. - Rooming house/dwelling unit minimum standards. 

§ 9-41. - Responsibilities of owners and occupants. 

§ 9-42. - Procedure for enforcement. 

§ 9-43. - Methods of service of complaints and orders. 

§ 9-44. - Conflict with other provisions. 

§ 9-45. - Violations; penalty. 

§ 9-46. - Severability. 

§ 9-47. - Abandoned structures. 

§ 9-48-9-60. - Reserved. 
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Article I.  Inspections Division and Code Enforcement Division. 

 

Sec. 9-1.   Code enforcement division created; appointment of chief code enforcement 

officer; composition of the division. 

 

There is hereby created a division of the community development department to 

be known as the code enforcement division. The code enforcement division shall be 

headed by the Planning Director to be appointed by the city manager, which shall be 

under the immediate direction and control of the city manager. The code enforcement 

division shall be composed of such inspectors and personnel as the council may from 

time to time authorize. (6-27-11). 

 

Sec. 9-2.  Duties; responsibilities and powers. 

 

(a) The duties and responsibilities of the code enforcement division and of the code 

enforcement officers therein shall be to enforce within the city all state and local 

laws and municipal ordinances relating to: 

 

(1) The enforcement of minimum housing standards (chapter 9), the regulation, 

control and care of animals (chapter 3), and the enforcement of the public 

nuisance, and abandoned, junk and hazardous motor vehicle ordinances 

(chapters 8 and 13) of the City Code; 

(2) The maintenance of residential dwellings, other structures and property in a 

safe, sanitary and healthful condition; and, 

(3) Such other matters as may be specified from time to time by the city council 

or city manager. 

 

(b) These duties shall include, but not be limited to, the investigation of violations, 

the issuance of orders to correct violations, the issuance of citations for 

uncorrected violations, the recommendation to the city manager to institute 

judicial actions against actual or threatened violations, the keeping of adequate 

records, and the taking of any other action that may be required in order to 

adequately enforce those laws. 

 

(c) The chief code enforcement officer or designee is hereby granted all powers 

necessary to carry out the mandates of the council or city manager in the 

operation of the code enforcement division. This shall include, in addition to any 

incidental powers necessary, any specific powers which may from time to time be 

granted by the council in any specific ordinance. 

 

Sec. 9-3.  Conflict of interest. 

 

No member of the code enforcement division shall engage in any work that is 

inconsistent with his duties or with the interest of the city. (6-27-11) 

 

Sec. 9-4--9-10. - Reserved. 
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Article II. Adoption of Regulatory Codes by Reference. 

 

Sec. 9-11. - Scope of article and codes. 

 

(a) The provisions of this article and the regulatory codes herein adopted shall apply 

to the following: 

 

(1) The location, design, materials, equipment, construction, reconstruction, 

alteration, repair, maintenance, moving, demolition, removal, use and 

occupancy of every building or structure or any appurtenances connected or 

attached to such building or structure; 

(2) The installation, erection, alteration, repair, use and maintenance of plumbing 

systems consisting of house sewers, building drains, waste and vent systems, 

hot and cold water supply systems, and all fixtures and appurtenances thereof; 

(3) The installation, erection, alteration, repair, use and maintenance of 

mechanical systems consisting of heating, ventilating, air conditioning, 

refrigeration systems, fuel-burning equipment, and appurtenances thereof; and 

(4) The installation, erection, alteration, repair, use and maintenance of electrical 

systems and appurtenances thereof. 

 

(b) The adoption of this article and the codes herein adopted by reference shall 

constitute a resolution within the meaning of G.S. 143-138(e) making the 

regulatory codes herein adopted applicable to dwelling and outbuildings used in 

connection therewith, to apartment buildings used exclusively as a residence for 

not more than two families and to temporary buildings or sheds used exclusively 

for construction purposes, not exceeding 20 feet in any direction and not used for 

living quarters. (6-27-11) 

 

Sec. 9-12. -Building code adopted. 

 

The North Carolina State Building Code, volume I. General Construction, as enacted and 

published by the North Carolina Building Code Council and as modified by the 

cumulative supplements thereto covering amendments passed and ratified, is hereby 

adopted by reference as fully as though set forth herein as the building code of the city to 

the extent such code is applicable for safe and stable design, methods of construction, 

minimum standards, and use of materials in buildings or structures hereafter erected, 

enlarged, altered, repaired, or otherwise constructed or reconstructed. (6-27-11) 

 

Sec. 9-13. -Plumbing code adopted. 

 

The North Carolina Plumbing Code (North Carolina State Building Code, volume II, 

Plumbing) as enacted and published by the North Carolina Building Code Council and as 

modified by the cumulative supplements thereto and the amendments adopted by the 

North Carolina Building Code Council, is hereby adopted by reference as fully as though 

set forth herein as the plumbing code for the city. Homogeneous bituminized fiber sewer 

pipe is hereby added to the approved materials listed in Table 505 of the North Carolina
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State Building Code, volume II, Plumbing, for use within the city and the boundaries of 

its extraterritorial jurisdiction established for the enforcement of municipal regulatory 

powers conferred by article 19, chapter 160A of the North Carolina General Statutes. All 

installations of such material must meet the current requirements of the Southern 

Standard Plumbing Code. (6-27-11) 

 

Sec. 9-14.- Heating Code adopted. 

 

The North Carolina Heating Code (North Carolina State Building Code, volume III, 

Heating) as adopted and published by the North Carolina Building Code Council is 

hereby adopted by reference as fully as though set forth herein as the heating code for the 

city. (6-27-11) 

 

Sec. 9-15. Electrical code adopted. 

 

The North Carolina Electrical Code (North Carolina State Building Code, volume IV, 

Electrical) which adopted by reference the 1976 edition of the National Electrical Code 

of the National Fire Protection Association, as adopted by the North Carolina Building 

Code Council, is hereby adopted by reference as fully as though set forth herein as the 

electrical code for the city. (6-27-11) 

 

Sec. 9-16. -Residential building code adopted. 

 

The North Carolina Uniform Residential Building Code as enacted by the North Carolina 

Building Inspectors Association, as published by the North Carolina Building Code 

Council and as modified by supplements, is hereby adopted by reference as fully as 

though set forth herein as the residential building code for one- and two-family 

residential buildings in the city. (6-27-11) 

 

Sec. 9-17.- Mobile home code adopted. 

 

The Uniform Standards Code for Mobile Homes as enacted and published by the North 

Carolina department of insurance and by the North Carolina State Building Code Council 

is hereby adopted by reference as fully as though set forth herein as the uniform standards 

code for mobile homes for the city. (6-27-11) 

 

Sec. 9-18. -North Carolina rehabilitation code adopted. 

 

The North Carolina Rehabilitation Code as enacted by the North Carolina General 

Assembly and as modified by supplements covering amendments thereto, is hereby 

adopted by reference as fully as through set forth herein as a supplemental building code 

for the city to the extent such code is applicable. (6-27-11) 
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Sec. 9-19. - Compliance with codes. 

 

(a) All buildings or structures which are hereafter constructed, reconstructed, erected, 

altered, extended, enlarged, repaired, demolished or moved shall conform to the 

requirements, minimum standards, and other provisions of either the North 

Carolina State Building Code, General Construction, volume I, or the North 

Carolina Uniform Residential Building Code, whichever is applicable, or of both 

if both are applicable. 

(b) Every building or structure intended for human habitation, occupancy or use shall 

have plumbing, plumbing systems, or repaired, or reconstructed in accordance 

with the minimum standards, requirements, and other provisions of the North 

Carolina Plumbing Code (North Carolina Building Code, volume II, Plumbing). 

(c) All mechanical systems consisting of heating, ventilating, air conditioning and 

refrigeration systems, fuel-burning equipment, and appurtenances shall be 

installed, erected, altered, repaired, used and maintained in accordance with the 

minimum standards, requirements, and other provisions of the North Carolina 

Heating Code (North Carolina State Building Code, volume III, Heating), 

(d) All electrical wiring, installations and appurtenances shall be erected, altered, 

repaired, used and maintained in accordance with the minimum standards, 

requirements, and other provisions of the North Carolina Electrical Code (North 

Carolina State Building Code, volume IV, Electrical). (6-27-11) 

 

Sec. 9-20.- Noncompliance with codes. 

 

The inspections superintendent may deal with any building or structure which does not in 

his opinion comply with the requirements, minimum standards and other provisions of 

section 9-18 (herein collectively called "noncomplying buildings") as follows: 

 

Within the corporate limits of the city. Any such noncomplying building within 

the corporate limits of the city may be ordered by the inspections superintendent 

to be brought into compliance with the requirements, minimum standards and 

other provisions of section 9-18, or upon failure of the owner to bring such 

building or structure into such compliance, may in some eases be ordered 

removed or demolished, all according to the following terms, conditions and 

procedures: 

 

(a) When such noncomplying buildings are used for human housing, the entire 

provisions of article III (Minimum Housing Code) shall apply- a building 

found pursuant to the procedure of the minimum standard housing code to be 

not complying with the requirements, minimum standards and other 

provisions of section 9-18 being hereby deemed to be unfit for human 

habitation within the spirit of the minimum standard housing code. 

(b) For all other noncomplying buildings the entire provisions of Section 4-10 of 

this Code shall apply. (6-27-11).  
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Sec. 9-21.- Copies of codes filed with clerk. 

 

An official copy of each regulatory code adopted herein, and official copies of all 

adopted amendments thereto, shall be kept on file in the office of the city clerk.  Such 

copies shall be the official copies of the codes and the amendments. (6-27-11) 

 

Secs. 9-22- 9-30. -Reserved. 

 

Article III. Minimum Housing Code. 

 

Sec. 9-31. – Title. 

 

 This article shall be known and may be cited as the “Minimum Standard Housing 

Code of the City of Mount Holly,” and will be hereinafter called “the code.”  

 

Sec. 9-32. – Exercise of police power; finding; purpose. 

 

(a) Pursuant to G.S. 160A-441, it is hereby found and declared by the city council of 

the City of Mount Holly that there exists in the city dwellings which are unfit for 

human habitation due to dilapidation, defects increasing the hazards of fire, 

accidents and other calamities, lack of ventilation, light and sanitary facilities, and 

due to other conditions rendering such dwellings unsafe or unsanitary, and 

dangerous and detrimental to the health, safety and morals, and otherwise 

inimical to the welfare of the residents of the city. 

(b) In order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City of 

Mount Holly as authorized by part 6 or article 19, chapter 160A of the North 

Carolina General Statutes, it is the purpose of this article to establish minimum 

standards of fitness for the initial and continued occupancy of all buildings used 

for human habitation, as expressly authorized by G.S. 160A-444, and to provide 

procedures for the repair, closing and demolition of buildings not conforming to 

such minimum standards of fitness, as expressly authorized by G.S. 160A-443. 

 

Sec. 9-33. – Code remedial. 

 

 This Code is hereby declared to be remedial, and shall be construed to secure the 

beneficial interests and purposes thereof—which are public safety, health, and general 

welfare—through structural strength, stability, sanitation,  adequate light and ventilation, 

and safety to life and property from fire and other hazards incident to the construction, 

alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use and occupancy of dwellings, apartment 

houses, roominghouses or buildings, structures, or premises used as such. 

 

Sec. 9-34. – Scope. 

 

(a) The provisions of this Code shall apply to the construction, alteration, repair, 

equipment, use, occupancy, location, maintenance, removal and demolition of 
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every building or structure or any appurtenances connected or attached to such 

buildings or structures. 

(b) No provisions of this Code shall be held to deprive any federal or state agency, or 

any municipal authority having jurisdiction, of any power or authority which it 

had on the effective date of this article or of any remedy then existing for the 

enforcement of its orders, nor shall it deprive any individual or corporation of its 

legal rights as provided by law. 

(c) The provisions of this Code shall apply to all mobile homes and house trailers 

used as a residential occupancy in excess of 30 days. 

 

Sec. 9-35. – Existing buildings. 

 

 The provisions of this Code shall apply to any dwellings, apartments, apartment 

house or roominghouse irrespective of when said building was constructed, altered, or 

repaired: 

 

(1) If, within any period of 12 months, alterations or repairs are made to an 

existing building costing in excess of 50 percent of the then-physical value 

of the building, such building shall be made to conform to the requirement 

of the building, electrical, mechanical and plumbing codes for new 

buildings. 

(2) If any existing building is damaged by fire or otherwise in excess of 50 

percent of its then-physical value before such damage is repaired, it shall 

be made to conform to the requirements of the building, electrical, 

mechanical and plumbing codes for new buildings. 

(3) If the cost of such alterations or repairs, or the amount of such damage, is 

less than 50 percent of the then-physical value of the building, the portions 

to be altered or repaired shall be made to conform to the requirements of 

the building, electrical, mechanical and plumbing codes for the new 

building to such extent as the building official may determine. 

(4) Repairs and alterations not covered by the preceding subdivisions of this 

section, restoring a building to its condition previous to damage or 

deterioration, or altering it in conformity with the provisions of the 

building code or in such manner as will not extend or increase an existing 

nonconformity or hazard, may be made with the same kind of materials as 

those of which the building is constructed. 

(5) For the purposes of this section the “physical value” of a building or 

structure, as hereinbefore defined, shall be determined by [the] code 

enforcement official, and he shall use as a guideline the fair market value 

of the building exclusive of land. 

(6) All repairs and alterations made to any dwelling or dwelling unit must be 

installed in the manner in which it was intended to be installed; and, all 

work must exhibit quality workmanship.      
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Sec. 9-36. – Maintenance of buildings. 

 

 All buildings or structures, both existing and new, and all parts thereof, shall be 

maintained in a safe and sanitary condition.  All devices or safeguards which are required 

by this Code in a building when erected, altered, or repaired shall be maintained in good 

working order.  The owner, or his designated agent, shall be responsible for the 

maintenance of buildings, structures and premises to the extent set out in section 9-41.  

The tenant shall be responsible for the maintenance of buildings, structures and premises 

to the extent set out in section 9-41. 

 

Sec. 9-37. – Definitions. 

 

 For the purposes of this Code, certain abbreviations, terms, phrases, words, and 

their derivatives shall be construed as set forth in this section; and words used in the 

present tense include the future, words in masculine gender include the feminine and 

neuter, words in the feminine and neuter gender include the masculine, and the singular 

number includes the plural and the plural number includes the singular.  Whenever the 

words “apartment, “ “apartment house,” “dwelling, “ “dwelling unit,” “roominghouse,” 

“rooming unit,” “premises,” “structure” are used in the code they shall be construed as 

though they were followed by the words “or any part thereof.” 

 

(1) Alter or alteration. Any change or modification in construction or 

occupancy. 

(2) Apartment. A room or a suite of rooms occupied, or which is intended or 

designed to be occupied, as the home or residence of one individual, 

family or household, for housekeeping purposes. 

(3) Apartment house. See Multiple dwelling. 

(4) Approved. Approved by the chief code enforcement officer or his 

authorized agent. 

(5) Area. As applied to the dimensions of a building, the maximum horizontal 

projected area of the building at grade (see Floor area). 

(6) Attic story. Any story situated wholly or partly in the roof, so designed, 

arranged or built as to be used for business, storage or habitation. 

(7) Basement. A portion of a building located partly underground, but having 

more than one-half of its clear floor-to-ceiling height (by cubic 

measurement) above the average grade of the adjoining ground, and 

having direct access to light and air from windows located above the level 

of the adjoining ground. 

(8) Building. Any structure built for the support, shelter, or enclosure of 

persons which has enclosed walls of 50 percent of its perimeter.  The term 

“building” shall be construed as if followed by the words “or part thereof.” 

(9) Building code. Any editions, together with all adopted amendments and 

supplements thereto, of the North Carolina Building, Plumbing and 

Mechanical Codes and the North Carolina Uniform Residential Building 

Code, the National Electric Code and Residential Maintenance Code 
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NFPA 73, or any other building rules or regulations adopted by the city 

relating to the construction, alteration, repair or removal of various types 

of buildings and structures.  

(10) Cellar. A portion of a building located partly or wholly underground, 

having one-half or more of its clear floor-to-ceiling height (by cubic 

measurement) below the average grade of the adjoining ground, and 

having an inadequate access to light and air from windows located partly 

or wholly below the level of the adjoining ground. 

(11) Chief code enforcement official/officer. Shall mean the person who has 

been designated, in writing, by the city manager to enforce the provisions 

of this chapter. 

(12) Code enforcement official/officer. Shall mean the employees of the code 

enforcement division. 

(13) Deteriorated. A dwelling which is unfit for human habitation and can be 

repaired, altered, or improved to comply with all of the minimum 

standards established by this article, at a cost not in excess of 50 percent of 

its physical value, as determined by the code enforcement officer.  Repair 

at a cost not in excess of 50 percent of the value is hereby deemed 

reasonable pursuant to G.S. 160A-443(3). 

(14) Dilapidated. A dwelling which is unfit for human habitation and can be 

repaired, altered, or improved to comply with all of the minimum 

standards established by this article, only at a cost in excess of 50 percent 

of its physical value, as determined by the code enforcement officer. 

(15) Dwelling. Any building or structure, or portion thereof, which is used, or 

designed or intended to be used for human habitation including living, 

sleeping, cooking, and eating or any combination thereof and includes 

accessory structures intended for human habitation. 

(16) Dwelling unit. Any room or group of rooms located within a dwelling, 

building or structure and forming a single habitable unit with facilities 

which are used or intended to be used for living, sleeping, eating and /or 

cooking.  This includes any living arrangements, in hotels, motels, lodges 

and other similar establishments, where any individual, family or extended 

family resides in the same unit or complex for more than seven 

consecutive days within a 30-day period and the living arrangements 

constitute the principal residence of the occupant(s).  A living arrangement 

shall not be considered a principal residence regardless of length of stay if 

it is the result of a temporary employment assignment.  

(17) Extermination. The control and elimination of insects, rodents, or other 

pests by eliminating their harborage places; by removing or making 

inaccessible materials that may serve as their food; by poisoning, spraying, 

fumigating, trapping; or by any other recognized and legal pest 

elimination method approved by the inspections superintendent. 

(18) Floor area. The area included within surrounded walls of a building 

exclusive of vent shafts and courts. 

(19) Garbage. The animal and vegetable waste resulting from handling, 

preparation, cooking, and consumption of food. 
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(20) Habitable room. A room used or intended to be used by one or more 

persons for living, eating or sleeping purposes, excluding bathrooms, 

water closet compartments, laundries, serving and storage pantries, 

corridors, cellars, and spaces that are not used frequently or during 

extended periods. 

(21) Heating. The definitions following under this subdivision shall apply to 

heating installations; 

a. Central heating boilers and furnaces. Heating furnaces and boilers 

shall include warm air furnaces, floor-mounted, direct-fired unit 

heaters, hot water boilers, and steam boilers operating at not in excess 

of 15 pounds of gauge pressure, used for heating of buildings or 

structures. 

b. Chimney. A vertical shaft of masonry, reinforced concrete, or other 

approved noncombustible, heat resisting material enclosing one or 

more flues, for the purpose of removing products of combustion from 

solid, liquid, or gas fuel. 

c. Flue. A vertical passageway for products of combustion. 

d. Vent pipe. As applied to heating, means a pipe for removing products 

of combustion from gas appliances. 

e. Water heater. A device for the heating and storage of water to be used 

for other than heating or industrial purposes. 

(22) Infestation. The presence, within or around a dwelling, of any insects, 

rodents, or other pests in such number as to constitute a menace to the 

health, safety or welfare of the occupants or the public. 

(23) Multiple dwelling. Any dwelling containing more than one dwelling unit. 

(24) Occupant. Any person, over one year of age, living, sleeping, cooking, or 

eating in, or having actual possession of, a dwelling unit or rooming unit. 

(25) Openable area. That part of a window or door which is available for 

unobstructed ventilation and which opens directly to the outdoors. 

(26) Operator. Any person who has charge, care, or control of a building, or 

part thereof, in which dwelling units or rooming units are let. 

(27) Ordinary minimum winter conditions. The temperature 20 degrees 

Fahrenheit above the lowest recorded temperature for the previous 15-year 

period. 

(28) Owner. Any person who jointly or severally: 

a. Has title or any interest in or to any dwelling or dwelling unit, without 

regard to actual possession; or 

b. Has charge, care or control of any dwelling or dwelling unit, as owner 

or representative of the owner, or as a fiduciary of the estate of the 

owner.  It is specifically noted that any person meeting the definition 

of “owner” under this subsection (28)(b) shall be bound to comply 

with the provisions of the code to the same extent as though he were 

an “owner” under the above definition in subsection (28)(a).   
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(29) Person. A natural person, his heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, 

and also includes a firm, partnership, or corporation, its or their successors 

or assigns, or the agent of any of the aforesaid. 

(30) Plumbing. The practice, materials, and fixtures used in the installation, 

maintenance, extension, and alteration of all piping, fixtures, appliances, 

and appurtenances in connection with any of the following: sanitary 

drainage or storm drainage facilities, the venting system and the public or 

private water supply systems, within or adjacent to any building, structure, 

or conveyance; also the practice and materials used in the installation, 

maintenance, extension, alteration of stormwater, liquid waste, or sewage, 

and water supply systems of any premises to their connection with any 

point of public disposal or other acceptable terminal. 

(31) Roominghouse. Any dwelling, or that part of any dwelling containing one 

or more rooming units, in which space is let by the owner or operator to 

three or more persons who are not husband or wife, son or daughter, 

mother or father, or sister or brother of the owner or operator. 

(32) Rooming unit. Any room or group of rooms forming a single habitable 

unit or intended to be used for living and sleeping, but not for cooking or 

eating purposes. 

(33) Rubbish. Combustible and noncombustible waste materials, except 

garbage; and the term shall include the residue from the burning of wood, 

coal, code, and other combustible material, paper, rags, cartons, boxes, 

wood excelsior, rubber, leather, tree branches, yard trimmings, tin cans, 

metals, mineral matter, glass, crockery, and dust.  

(34) Substandard dwelling or structure. A dwelling, dwelling unit, multiple 

dwelling, apartment, apartment house or any other space used or intended 

to be used as a habitable living space in any building or structure which 

does not meet the basic minimum requirements of this Code for such use. 

(35) Supplied. Paid for, furnished, or provided by or under the control of the 

owner or operator. 

(36) Unfit for human habitation. Conditions that exist in a dwelling which 

violate or do not comply with the minimum standards of fitness or one or 

more of the provisions established by this Code. 

(37) Walls. 

a. Bearing wall. A wall which supports any vertical load in addition to its 

own weight. 

b. Exterior wall. A wall, bearing or nonbearing, which is used as an 

enclosing wall for a building, but which is not necessarily suitable for 

use as a party wall or firewall. 

c. Foundation wall. A wall below the first floor extending below the 

adjacent ground level and serving as support for a wall, pier, column 

or other structural part of a building. 
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Sec. 9-38. – Administration. 

 

(a) Chief code enforcement officer; duties; powers. Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 160A-443 

the chief code enforcement officer is hereby designated the public officer to 

exercise the duties and powers prescribed by this Code. 

(1) Duties. It shall be the duty of the chief code enforcement officer: 

a. To investigate and to inspect all buildings, dwelling units and rooming 

units located in the city in order to determine which buildings, 

dwelling units, roominghouses and rooming units are unfit for human 

habitation as well as to carry out the general spirit and purpose of this 

Code. 

b. To enforce the provisions of this Code and to take such action, alone 

or together with other appropriated departments and agencies, public 

or private, as may be necessary to carry out the general spirit and 

purpose of this Code. 

c. To keep adequate records of all activity conducted pursuant to this 

Code, including but not limited to an inventory of those buildings, 

dwelling units, roominghouses and rooming units that do not meet the 

minimum standards of fitness prescribed by this Code. 

d. To report annually to the city manager concerning the work of his 

division, and to specifically the housing section, during the preceding 

year. 

e. To perform each and every duty necessary and incidental to the 

fulfillment of the general spirit and purpose of this Code. 

(2) Powers. Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 160A-448, the chief code enforcement 

officer is hereby authorized to exercise any powers necessary or 

convenient to carry out and effectuate the general spirit, purpose and 

provisions of this Code, including specifically, but not limited to, the 

following: 

a. To investigate the dwelling conditions in the city in order to determine 

which buildings are unfit for human habitation. 

b. To administer oaths, affirmations, examine witnesses and receive 

evidence. 

c. To enter upon premises for the purpose of making examinations and 

inspections in a manner to that will do the least possible inconvenience 

to the persons in possession. 

d. To appoint and fix the duties of officers, agents and employees 

necessary to carry out the purpose of this Code. 

e. To delegate any of his functions and powers under this Code to other 

officers and other agents. 

f. The chief code enforcement officer may terminate utility services. 

(b) Housing section constituted. There is hereby created and established a division 

within the community development department, under the direction of the 

community development director, to be known as the code enforcement 

division, which shall be composed of the chief code enforcement officer and 
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such officers and employees as shall be authorized by the council and appointed 

by the city manager. 

(c) Records. The chief code enforcement officer shall keep, or cause to be kept, a 

record of the business of the code enforcement division.  The records of the chief 

code enforcement officer shall be open to the public inspection. 

(d) No utility service. The city shall not provide nor permit another to provide (either 

public or private) utility services such as water, gas, electricity, sewer, etc., to any 

substandard building or dwelling unit which becomes vacant until such building 

or dwelling unit has been inspected, brought into compliance with this Code and 

the building code, and a valid certificate of compliance, as required, has been 

issued. 

(e) Temporary construction utilities. The requirements of subsection (d) above shall 

not preclude the temporary use of such utilities as may be deemed necessary 

during construction, repair or alteration.  The chief code enforcement officer shall 

be responsible for making the determination as to when such “temporary 

services” may be necessary.  To obtain temporary utilities the following 

requirements must be met: 

(1) An application must be completed and signed by owner or agent of the 

property and submitted to the chief code enforcement official. 

(2) Temporary utilities will only be issued for a period not to exceed 90 days.  

Utilities will be disconnected without notice at the expiration of the 90-

day period. 

(3) The structure cannot be occupied for any reason during the time temporary 

utilities are being used.  This includes occupation by people, animals, 

furniture or other personal items. 

(4) Failure to comply with these requirements shall result in the denial of or 

immediate termination of temporary utilities without further notice and the 

denial of future applications for temporary power. 

(f) No permit. No building, plumbing, electrical, gas or other permit as may be 

required for an addition, alteration or repair of an existing substandard building or 

dwelling unit shall be issued until such time as an inspection of the property has 

been made to determine the feasibility of rehabilitation of such building or 

dwelling unit.  If the determination is made that rehabilitation of such building or 

dwelling unit is feasible, any permit issued will in no way affect time limitations 

dictated by this Code. 

(g) No certificate of compliance shall be issued pursuant to this article for any 

building or structure unless in conformity with the provisions of this article and 

all other state, local and federal laws, regulations and ordinances. 

 

Sec. 9-39. – Minimum standards of fitness. 

 

(a) All buildings, dwelling units, roominghouses, and rooming units shall provide for 

a healthful environment with living facilities arranged and equipped to assure 

such a condition.  Under this section appear the fundamental requirements of this 

Code which shall be observed in determining the fitness of a building for human 

habitation.
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(b) Certificate of compliance. No person shall occupy or allow another to occupy, or 

hold out for intended use, or allow another to hold out for intended use for human 

habitation any building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, or rooming unit designed 

or intended to be used for the purpose of human habitation which does not 

comply with the standards of this Code and for which a valid certificate of 

compliance has not been issued. 

(c) Plumbing systems and equipment. Minimum standards for plumbing systems and 

equipment shall be: 

Every building and dwelling unit shall contain (and where applicable, 

roominghouses and rooming units) not less than the following: 

(1) A connection to a potable water supply and to the public sewer or other 

approved sewage disposal system. 

(2) A kitchen sink, lavatory, tub or shower and a water closet, all in good 

working condition and installed in accordance with the adopted plumbing 

code, and located within the dwelling unit and accessible to the occupants.  

The water closet and tub or shower shall be located in a room or rooms 

affording privacy to the user.  Minimum door size for all interior 

doorways shall be a 24-inch door. 

(3) Plumbing, all of which meets the standards of the adopted North Carolina 

Residential Building Code, and plumbing code and which is in a state of 

good repair and in good working order. 

(4) Connections to the kitchen sink, lavatory, and tub or shower of an 

adequate supply of both cold water and hot water.  All water shall be 

supplied through an approved pipe distribution system connected to a 

potable water supply.  All water piping shall be protected from freezing by 

being properly installed in protected spaces. 

(5) Installations of all [hot] water heating appliances according to the 

plumbing code, residential building code and electrical code adopted by 

the city, and capable of supplying a continuous source of hot water, on 

demand, to all the required fixtures at a temperature of not more than 120 

degrees Fahrenheit and not less than 100 degrees Fahrenheit.  A gas 

burning water heater shall not be located in any bathroom, toilet room, 

bedroom or other occupied room normally kept closed.  An approved 

combination temperature and pressure-relief valve and relief valve 

discharge pipe shall be properly installed and maintained on all water 

heaters.  

(d) Ventilation. Minimum standards for ventilation shall be: Every building, dwelling 

unit, roominghouse and rooming unit shall contain not less than the following: 

(1) Windows, etc. Every habitable room shall have at least one window or 

skylight facing directly to the outdoors.  The minimum total window area, 

measured between stops, for every habitable room shall be eight percent of 

the floor area of such room.  Whenever walls or other portions of 

structures face a window of any such room and such light-obstruction 

structures are located less than five feet from the window and extend to a 

level above that of the ceiling of the room, such a window shall not be 
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deemed to face directly to the outdoors and shall not be included as 

contributing to the required minimum total window area.  Whenever the 

only window in a room is a skylight-type window in the top of such room, 

the total window area of such skylight shall equal at least 15 percent of the 

total floor area of such room. 

(2) Habitable rooms. Every habitable room shall have at least one window or 

skylight which can easily be opened, or such other device as will 

adequately ventilate the room.  The total openable window area in every 

habitable room shall be equal to at least 45 percent of the minimum 

window area size or minimum skylight-type window size, as required, and 

capable of being held in position by window hardware. 

(3) Bathroom and water closet rooms. Every bathroom and water closet 

compartment shall comply with the light and ventilation requirements for 

habitable rooms except that no window or skylight shall be required in 

adequately ventilated bathrooms and water closet rooms equipped with an 

approved ventilation system. 

(4) Year-round mechanically ventilating conditioned air systems may be 

substituted for windows, as required herein, in rooms other than rooms 

used for sleeping purposes.  Window-type air conditioning units are not 

included in this exception. 

(5) All attic and crawl spaces shall be ventilated according to the North 

Carolina Residential Building Code. 

(6) Clothes dryer exhaust systems shall be independent of all other systems 

and shall be exhausted in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.  It 

shall be vented directly to the exterior through approved means. 

(e) Electrical systems. Minimum standards for electrical systems shall be: Every 

building, dwelling unit, roominghouse and rooming unit shall contain not less 

than the following: 

(1) Every building, dwelling unit, roominghouse and rooming unit shall be 

wired for electric lights and convenience receptacles.  Every habitable 

room shall contain at least two floor or wall-type electric convenience 

receptacles, connected in such manner as determined by the electrical code 

adopted by the city.  In every kitchen, at least one convenient receptacle 

must be installed for use of kitchen appliances, this receptacle must be 

protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) receptacle.  All 

receptacles within 24 inches of a water source or a countertop (either fixed 

or mobile) must be protected by a (GFCI) receptacle.  There shall be 

installed in every bathroom a convenience wall-type, (GFCI) receptacle, 

according to the National Electric Code adopted by the city.  There shall 

be installed in every bathroom, water closet room, laundry room and 

furnace room at least one supplied ceiling or wall-type electric light 

fixture.  In the event wall or ceiling light fixtures are not provided in any 

habitable room, then each such habitable room shall contain at least three 

floor or wall-type electric convenience receptacles.  
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(2) Every public hall and stairway in every multiple dwelling shall be 

adequately lighted by electric lights at all times when natural daylight is 

not sufficient. 

(3) All fixtures, receptacles, equipment and wiring shall be maintained in a 

state of good repair, safe, capable of being used, and installed in 

accordance with the electrical code adopted by the city. 

(4) The minimum capacity of the service supply and the main disconnect 

switch shall be sufficient to carry adequately the total load as required by 

the electrical code adopted by the city, and in no case shall the service be 

less than 100 amps per dwelling unit. 

(f) Heating. Minimum standards for heating shall be: Every building, dwelling unit, 

roominghouse, and rooming unit shall have facilities for providing heat in 

accordance with either subsection (1) or (2) hereof, as well as complying with 

subsection (3): 

(1) Central and electrical systems. Every central or electric heating system 

shall be of sufficient capacity so as to heat each dwelling unit to which it 

is connected with a minimum temperature of 68 degrees Fahrenheit 

measured at a point three feet above the floor during ordinary minimum 

winter conditions.   

(2) Other heating facilities. Where a central or electric heating system is not 

provided, each dwelling unit shall have adequate heating appliances 

installed and maintained in good and safe working condition and capable 

of safely and adequately heating all habitable rooms, bathrooms and water 

closet compartments so as to furnish a minimum temperature of 68 

degrees Fahrenheit measured at a point three feet above the floor during 

ordinary minimum winter conditions.  Under no circumstances will 

portable heating devices be permitted as a primary source for heating.  In 

addition, each dwelling unit shall be provided with sufficient chimney, 

flues, gas vents and/or fireplaces in accordance with the provisions of the 

North Carolina State Building Code, North Carolina Residential Code and 

North Carolina Mechanical Code. 

(3) Installation and maintenance. Heating appliances and facilities shall be 

listed by Underwriters Laboratory or another approved listing agency and 

installed in accordance with the building code, North Carolina Residential 

Code; North Carolina Mechanical Code and National Electric Code, and 

shall be maintained in safe and good working condition. 

(4) Fireplaces used for heating ventilation shall be maintained according to 

the following criteria: 

(a) Fireplaces shall be closed with masonry when the chimney is used 

as a flue for a stove. 

(b) A stove shall be within six feet of a thimble serving it. 

(c) No combustible material shall be within 12 inches of a stovepipe 

unless stovepipe is listed by an approved listing agency and 

installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s guidelines. 
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(d) No stovepipe shall pass through combustible walls unless 

stovepipe is listed by an approved listing agency and installed in 

accordance with the manufacturer’s guidelines. 

(e) Fireplaces may be used for supplementary heat only and not as 

main or primary source of heating for the structure. 

(f) Unvented gas heaters, or logs cannot be used as a primary source 

of heat and cannot be located in any rooms used for sleeping 

purposes.  If installed, it must meet manufacturer’s guidelines in 

regards to space, use, location and ventilation. 

(g) Space, use and location. Minimum standards for space, use and location shall be: 

Every building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, and rooming unit shall contain not 

less than the following: 

(1) Dwelling unit. Every dwelling unit shall contain at least 240 square feet of 

habitable floor area and at least 100 square feet of additional habitable 

floor area for each additional occupant in excess of three. 

(2) Room sizes. 

a. Every dwelling unit, roominghouse, and rooming unit shall contain at 

least the minimum room size in each habitable room as required by the 

North Carolina State Building Code and the North Carolina 

Residential Code. 

b. In every dwelling unit and in every rooming unit, every room occupied 

for sleeping purposes by one occupant shall contain at least 70 square 

feet of floor area, and every room occupied for sleeping purposes by 

more than one occupant shall contain at least 50 square feet of floor 

area for each occupant 12 years of age and over and at least 35 square 

feet of floor area for each occupant under 12 years of age. 

c. The number of persons occupying a dwelling unit shall not create 

conditions that, in the opinion of the code official, endanger the life, 

health, safety or welfare of the occupants. 

(3) Floor area calculation. Floor area shall be calculated on the basis of 

habitable room area.  However, closet area and hall area within the 

dwelling unit, where provided, may count for not more than ten percent of 

the required habitable floor area.  The floor area of any part of any room 

where the ceiling height is less than 4 ½ feet shall not be considered as 

part of the floor area in computing the total floor area of the room to 

determine maximum permissible occupancy. 

(4) Occupant. For the purpose of this subsection a person under one year of 

age shall not be counted as an occupant. 

(5) Ceiling height. At least one-half of the floor area of every room shall have 

a ceiling height of at least seven feet. 

(6) Cellar. No cellar shall be used for living purposes. 

(7) Basement. No basement shall be used for living purposes unless (i) the 

floor and walls are substantially watertight, (ii) the total window area, total 

openable window area and ceiling height are equal to those required for 

habitable rooms and (iii) the required minimum window area of every 

habitable room is entirely above the grade adjoining such window area,
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except where the window or windows face a stairwell, window well or 

accessway.   

(h) Safe and sanitary maintenance. Minimum standards for safe and sanitary 

maintenance shall be: Every building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, rooming unit 

shall comply at least with the following: 

(1) Exterior foundation walls and roofs. Every foundation wall, exterior wall 

and exterior roof shall be substantially weathertight, and rodent proof; 

shall be capable of affording privacy; adhere to all ventilation 

requirements in section 9-39(d)(5); and shall be safe to use and capable of 

supporting the load which normal use may cause to be place thereon.  All 

exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, door and window 

frames, cornices, porches, trim, balconies, decks, and fences shall be 

maintained in good condition.  Exterior wood surfaces, other than decay-

resistance woods, shall be protected from the elements and decay by 

painting or other protective covering or treatment.  Peeling, flaking and 

chipped paint shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted.  All siding and 

masonry joints as well as those between the building envelope and the 

perimeter of windows, doors and skylights shall be maintained weather 

resistant and water tight.  All metal surfaces subject to rust or corrosion 

shall be coated to inhibit such rust and corrosion and all surfaces with rust 

or corrosion shall be stabilized and coated to inhibit future rust and 

corrosion. 

(2) Insulation. Every dwelling unit shall have a minimum of R-19 insulation 

in the attic area.  The approved types include blown insulation, bat 

insulation, or other insulation equivalent to the total of R-19 insulation 

value as approved by the North Carolina Residential Code.  A minimum 

clear opening into each attic space of 14 inches by 24 inches shall be 

provided to allow for access, inspection and repair.  The chief code 

enforcement officer or designee can grant a waiver of this requirement in 

the event that this requirement would necessitate major alterations of the 

structure, or would produce harmful accumulations of heat or moisture 

that cannot be removed by ventilation. 

(3) Interior floors, walls and ceilings. Every floor, interior wall and ceiling 

shall be substantially weather tight, watertight and rodent proof; and shall 

be kept in sound condition and good repair; and shall be safe to use and 

capable of supporting the load which normal use may cause to be placed 

thereon.  Every tub or shower shall have a wall surface constructed and 

maintained so as to be substantially impervious to water and shall be 

maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. 

(4) Windows and doors. Every window, exterior door and basement or cellar 

door and hatchway shall be substantially weather tight, watertight, and 

rodent proof; and shall be kept in sound working condition and good 

repair.  Doors shall be provided at all doorways leading to bedrooms, toilet 

rooms, and bathrooms and all rooms adjoining a public space.  All doors 

leading to the exterior must have an apparatus for opening and closing the 
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door on both sides, a locking mechanism, and shall be kept in sound 

working condition and good repair. 

(5) Stairs, porches and appurtenances. Every inside and outside stair, porch, 

and any appurtenance thereto shall be safe to use and capable of 

supporting the load that normal use may cause to be placed thereon; and 

shall be kept in sound condition and good repair.  Handrails and guardrails 

must be installed per the guidelines of the North Carolina Residential 

Code as adopted by the city. 

(6) Bathroom floors. Every bathroom floor surface and water closet 

compartment floor surface shall be constructed and maintained so as to be 

substantially impervious to water and so as to permit such floor to be 

easily kept in a clean and sanitary condition. 

(7) Supplied facilities. Every supplied facility, piece of equipment or utility 

which is required under this Code shall be so constructed and installed that 

it will function safely and effectively, and shall be maintained in sound 

working condition. 

(8) Drainage. Every yard shall be properly graded so as to obtain thorough 

drainage as to prevent the accumulation of stagnant water and to allow 

positive drainage around the foundation of the dwelling unit, 

roominghouse or rooming unit. 

(9) Egress. Every dwelling shall have a means of egress as required by the 

North Carolina Residential Code adopted by the city. 

(10) Noxious weeds. Every yard and all exterior property area shall be kept 

free of noxious weeds or plant growth which are in excess of 12 inches, 

and which cause or threaten to cause a hazard detrimental to the public 

health and safety. 

(i) Insects, rodents and infestations. Minimum standards for control of insects, 

rodents and infestations shall be: Every building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, 

and rooming unit shall at least comply with the following: 

(1) Screens. For protection against mosquitoes, flies, and other insects, every 

door opening directly from a dwelling unit to outdoor space shall have 

supplied and installed screens and a self-closing device; and every window 

or other device with openings to outdoor space, used or intended to be 

used for ventilation, shall likewise be supplied with screens installed so as 

to not be permanently affixed to the window frame, sash or structural 

members of the dwelling unit; and maintained in good condition without 

rips or tears. 

(2) Rodent control. Every basement or clear window used or intended to be 

used for ventilation, and every other opening to a basement which might 

provide an entry for rodents, shall be supplied with screens installed or 

such other approved device as will effectively prevent their entrance. 

(3) Infestation. Every occupant of a dwelling containing a single dwelling unit 

shall be responsible for the extermination of any insects, rodents, or other 

pests therein or on the premises only after one attempt by the owner to 

exterminate; and every occupant of a dwelling unit in a dwelling 

containing more than one dwelling unit shall be responsible for such 
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extermination whenever his dwelling unit is the only one infested.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this subdivision, whenever 

infestation is caused by failure of the actual owner to maintain a dwelling 

in a rodent proof or reasonably insect proof condition, extermination shall 

be the responsibility of the actual owner, as opposed to the 

tenant/occupant.  Whenever infestation exists in two or more of the 

dwelling units in any dwelling, or in the shared or public parts of any 

dwelling in any dwelling units, extermination thereof shall be the 

responsibility of the owner, and not the tenant. 

(4) Rubbish. Every dwelling unit shall be supplied with adequate rubbish 

storage facilities. 

(5) Garbage. Every dwelling unit shall have adequate garbage disposal 

facilities or garbage storage containers, having a capacity of not less than 

30 gallons per each container. 

(j) Structural Condition. Minimum standards for structural conditions shall be: Every 

building, dwelling unit and rooming unit shall at least comply with the following: 

(1) Walls or partitions or supporting members, sills, joists, rafters or other 

structural member shall not list, lean or buckle, and shall not be rotted 

deteriorated, or damaged, and shall not have holes or cracks which might 

admit rodents. 

(2) Floors or roofs shall have adequate supporting members and strength to be 

reasonably safe for the purpose used.  Roof coverings shall be maintained 

in good condition; no more than two roof coverings on any roof (if more 

than two roof coverings, the roof coverings will not have to be removed 

until current roof covering has deteriorated.)  All new roofs must be 

installed in accordance with North Carolina Residential Code.  

(3) Foundations, foundation walls, (load bearing or non-load bearing), piers or 

other foundation supports shall not be deteriorated or damaged.  All 

foundation walls shall be maintained plumb and free from deterioration, 

and shall be capable of supporting the load and remain free from open 

cracks and breaks and shall be kept in such condition so as to prevent the 

entry of rodents and other pests.  

(4) Steps, stairs, landings, porches, or other parts or appurtenances shall be 

maintained in such condition that will not fail or collapse, or pose a danger 

to the occupants or the public.  Handrails and guardrails must be installed 

per the guidelines of the North Carolina Residential Code as adopted by 

the city. 

(5) Adequate facilities for egress in case of fire or panic shall be provided as 

per guidelines of the North Carolina Residential Code as adopted by the 

city. 

(6) Interior walls and ceilings of all rooms, closets and hallways must be 

finished of suitable materials, which will by use of reasonable household 

methods promote sanitation and cleanliness, and shall be maintained in 

such a manner so as to enable the occupants to maintain privacy between 

various spaces. 
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(7) The roof, flashing, exterior walls, basement walls, floors, and all doors and 

windows exposed to the weather shall be constructed and maintained so as 

to be weather tight, watertight, and rodent proof. 

(8) There shall be no chimneys or parts thereof which are defective, 

deteriorated or in danger of falling, or in such condition or location as to 

constitute a fire hazard. 

(9) There shall be no use of the ground for floors, or wood floors on ground. 

(k) Fire safety requirements. 

(1) Locked doors. All means of egress doors shall be readily openable from 

the side from which egress is to be made without the need for keys, special 

knowledge or effort. 

(2) Fire-resistant-rated assemblies.  The required fire resistance rating of fire-

resistance-rated walls fire stops, shaft enclosures, partitions and floors 

shall be maintained. 

(3) All habitable rooms shall have at least one window facing directly to the 

outdoors and easily accessible as a means of egress.  No window shall 

have bars, boards or other obstructions which prevents egress. 

(4) Smoke alarms shall be installed as follows: 

a. On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate sleeping area in the 

immediate vicinity of bedrooms. 

b. In each room used for sleeping purposes. 

c. In each story within a dwelling unit, including basements and cellars 

but not including crawl spaces and uninhabitable attics. 

d. Smoke alarms are permitted to be solely battery operated in buildings 

where no construction is taking place.  Buildings undergoing 

construction which constitutes the removal of interior wall or ceiling 

materials exposing the structure must install smoke detectors as 

required by the North Carolina Building Code (electric with battery 

back-up). 

 

Sec. 9-40. – Rooming house/dwelling unit minimum standards. 

 

 All of the provisions of this article, and all of the minimum standard requirements 

of this article, shall be applicable to rooming houses and dwelling units, and to every 

person who operates a rooming house, or who occupies or lets to another for occupancy 

any rooming unit, rooming house, or any dwelling unit except as provided in this section. 

 

(1) Rooming house. All rooming houses must comply with the following 

requirements: 

a. Water closets, hand lavatory and bath facilities. At least one water 

closet, lavatory basin and bathtub or shower, properly connected to an 

approved water and sewer system and in good working condition, shall 

be supplied for each four rooms within a rooming house wherever said 

facilities are shared.  All such facilities shall be located within the 

residence building served and shall be directly accessible from a 

common hall or passageway and shall be not more than one story 
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removed from any of the persons sharing such facilities.  Every 

lavatory basin and bathtub or shower shall be supplied with hot and 

cold water at all times.  Such required facilities shall not be located in 

the cellar. 

b. Sanitary conditions. The owner or operator of every rooming house 

shall be responsible for the sanitary maintenance of all walls, floors, 

and ceilings, and for the sanitary maintenance of every other part of 

the building; and he shall be further responsible for the sanitary 

maintenance of the entire premises where the entire structure or 

building (within which the rooming house is contained) is leased or 

occupied by the operator.  

c. Sanitary facilities. Every water closet, flush urinal, lavatory, basin and 

bathtub or shower required by subsection a. shall be located within the 

rooming house and within a room or rooms afford privacy and are 

separate from the habitable rooms, and which are accessible for a 

common hall and without going outside the rooming house or through 

any other room therein. 

d. Safety. To assure the safety of all occupants of a rooming house the 

following standards must be met: 

1. Bathroom and kitchen must have at least one receptacle 

accessible to the countertop and lavatory without the use of a 

drop cord or other device and must be installed to meet the 

criteria of a ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) type 

receptacle.  

2. Smoke detectors must be provided in every rooming unit, 

kitchen, hallway and on every level. 

3. All doors leading to individual rooming units must be provided 

with a secure locking mechanism and door handle.  No padlocks 

or hasps allowed. 

4. No cooking appliances except microwaves can be located within 

the rooming units. 

5. No portable heating appliances (fuel or electric) shall be allowed 

in any area of the rooming house. 

6. All cord and plug appliances, whether provided by the owner or 

occupant, must be installed in a safe and secure manner and in 

accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations. 

7. All points of ingress/egress and hallways must be lighted 

automatically upon diminished natural light. 

8. All rooming houses must be in compliance with all applicable 

city ordinances to receive a certificate of occupancy. 

e. Cooking and eating facilities. All rooming houses must be supplied 

with the following facilities for cooking and eating. 

1. At least one room not less than 120 square feet shall be located in 

every rooming house to be used for cooking and eating. 

2. All facilities for cooking and eating shall be located within the 

residence building served and shall be directly accessible from an 
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interior common hall or passage way and shall not be more than 

one story removed from any of the persons sharing such 

facilities. 

3. At least one kitchen sink shall be supplied with hot and cold 

water at all times.  A cook stove and oven of the built-in type 

shall be provided and maintained in good working condition at 

all times and the unit must be hardwired in to the electrical/gas 

system. 

4. All connections to kitchen sink, oven and cook top must be in 

conformance with the North Carolina Building Code and section 

9-39 of this article. 

5. Counter tops must be provided, not less than 24 inches by 48 

inches, in kitchen area. 

6. The floor covering in all rooms provided for cooking and eating 

shall be constructed and maintained so as to be substantially 

impervious to water and permit such to be easily kept clean and 

sanitary. 

(2) Dwelling unit. All dwelling units must comply with the following 

requirements: 

a. All dwelling units must comply with the minimum standards set forth 

in section 9-39 of this article. 

b. All dwelling units must complete site plan approval through the code 

enforcement division and if applicable the zoning division, and receive 

proper permits from the inspections division. 

c. Site plan must contain room sizes and layout, location of bathroom, 

eating and cooking areas, sleeping areas, ingress/egress locations, and 

all interior measurements. 

d. Rooms must conform to the minimum room sizes and the total size of 

the unit must not be less than 240 square feet of interior space. 

e. Kitchen sink must be either a single or double compartment sink and 

cannot be a lavatory. 

f. Countertops must be provided in the kitchen area and cannot be less 

than 24 inches by 48 inches. 

g. Ground fault receptacles are required at the kitchen counter top and at 

the bathroom lavatory space.  A receptacle is required in the kitchen 

area for the use of a refrigerator without the use of a drop cord. 

h. The floor covering in all rooms provided for cooking and eating shall 

be constructed and maintained so as to be substantially impervious to 

water and permit such to be easily kept clean and sanitary. 

i. A cook stove shall be provided and maintained in good working 

condition at all times and must be hard-wired into the electrical 

systems for the structure. 
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Sec. 9-41. – Responsibilities of owners and occupants. 

 

(a) Safety. 

(1) In order to protect the health and safety of occupants of a building the 

owner shall, within 48 hours after being notified in writing, repair any 

broken, burst, frozen or inoperable plumbing pipe or fixtures. 

(2) In order to protect the health and safety of occupants of a building the 

owner shall, within 48 hours after being notified in writing, repair any 

exposed or unsafe wiring. 

(3) In order to protect the health and safety of occupants of a building the 

owner shall, within 48 hours after being notified in writing, repair or 

replace any unsafe and/or dangerous cooking or heating equipment 

provided by the owner. 

(4) In order to protect the health and safety of occupants of a building the 

owner shall, within 48 hours after being notified in writing, repair or 

replace fuel storage tanks and/or leaking, improperly supported or 

dangerous. 

(5) In order to protect the health and safety of occupants of a building the 

owner shall within 48 hours after being notified in writing repair, replace 

or install a heating appliance as required by this code in section 9-

39(f)(1)—(3). 

(6) In order to protect the health and safety of occupants of a building the 

occupants shall, within 48 hours after being notified in writing, not place 

within any structure for use therein any oil or gas fired portable or 

nonvented cook stove or heater. 

(7) In order to protect the health and safety or occupants of a building the 

occupants shall, within 48 hours after being notified in writing, not place 

on the premises for the use thereon any heating or cooking unit which 

constitutes a serious fire hazard. 

(8) In order to protect the health and safety of occupants of a building or 

dwelling after being notified in writing have all utilities (i.e., electric, 

water, sewer and gas), either public or private, connected or installed 

within the dwelling unit. 

a. Upon discovering a violation of subsection (a), the code enforcement 

official shall have the power to order the corrections within 48 hours 

from the date of notice thereof.  The order shall be delivered to 

owner/occupant in person or by certified mail.  In the event that the 

owner/occupant fails to make such corrections, then the code 

enforcement official shall order a hearing pursuant to the procedures of 

section 9-42 subsection (a) and, thereafter may again order the 

correction of any such violations within 48 hours from the date of 

service of the order upon the occupant.  In the event that the 

occupant/owner still fails to make such corrections, then the code 

enforcement official may order the building to be vacated within a 

reasonable time period.  The code enforcement official may pursue 
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any other civil or criminal action as he deems reasonable necessary in 

order to effectuate the purposes of this chapter. 

b.  [Reserved] 

(9) In order to protect the health and safety of occupants of a building the 

owner shall, within 48 hours after being notified in writing, repair or 

replace any conditions that are inherently dangerous or prejudicial to 

health and safety. 

(b) Cleanliness. 

(1) Every owner of a multiple dwelling shall be responsible for maintaining in 

a clean and sanitary condition the shared or public areas of the dwelling 

and the premises thereof. 

(2) Every occupant of a building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, or rooming 

unit shall be responsible for the following as applied to that unit which he 

occupies and controls: 

a. To keep the occupied area and all facilities in a clean and sanitary 

condition.  A clean and sanitary condition shall included but is not 

limited to the following: 

1. Floors, floor coverings and other walking surfaces shall be kept 

clean and free of dirt, filth, garbage, fecal matter, litter, refuse and 

other unsanitary matter. 

2. Walls, ceilings, windows and doors shall be kept clean and free of 

dirt, greasy films, soot and any other unsanitary matter. 

3. Plumbing fixtures shall be kept in a clean, sanitary and operable 

condition.  No materials shall be deposited in any such fixture 

which may result in the obstruction of such fixture or any lines 

connected thereto. 

4. Cookstove, refrigerator, cabinets and other furnishings shall be 

kept clean, free of dirt, film, soot and any other unsanitary 

condition.  

5. No occupant shall obstruct in any manner any means of 

egress/ingress to or from any portion of the premises. 

(c) Rubbish and garbage. 

(1) Except as stated below in subsection (2), every owner of a building, 

dwelling unit, roominghouse, and rooming unit shall be responsible for the 

availability of rubbish and garbage storage facilities. 

(2) Every occupant of a building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, or rooming 

unit shall dispose of all of his rubbish and garbage in a clean and sanitary 

manner by placing it in the supplied storage facility.  Occupants of 

buildings containing one or two dwelling units shall be responsible for the 

availability of rubbish and garbage facilities. 

(d) Supplied plumbing fixtures. 

(1) Every owner of a building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, or rooming unit 

shall supply such plumbing and plumbing fixtures as are required by this 

Code. 

(2) Every occupant of a building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, or rooming 

unit shall keep all supplied plumbing and plumbing fixtures therein in a 
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clean and sanitary condition and shall be responsible for the exercise of 

reasonable care in their proper use and operation. 

(e) Care of facilities, equipment and structure. No occupant shall willfully destroy, 

deface or impair any of the facilities or equipment of any part of the structure of a 

building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, or rooming unit which he occupies. 

(f) Extermination. For the responsibilities of occupants concerning extermination, 

see section 9-39(i)(3) of this Code. 

(g) Care of premises. It shall be unlawful for the owner or occupant of a building, 

dwelling unit, roominghouse, or rooming unit to utilize the premises of such 

property for the open storage of any abandoned motor vehicle, icebox, 

refrigerator, stove, glass, building materials, building rubbish or any other similar 

items.  It shall be the duty and responsibility of every such owner and occupant to 

keep the premises of such property clean and to remove from the premises all 

such abandoned items as listed above, including but not limited to, weeds, dead 

trees, trash, garbage, etc.  it is hereby noted that for the purposes of this 

subsection an abandoned motor vehicle is defined as one that is in a state of 

disrepair and incapable of being moved under its own power. 

(h) Inspections and examinations. 

(1) Every owner of a building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, or rooming unit 

shall provide the chief code enforcement officer free access to such 

property at all reasonable times for the purposes of any inspection, 

examination or survey being conducted by the chief code enforcement 

officer or his designee. 

(2) Every occupant of a building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, or rooming 

unit shall give the owner thereof access to any part of such building, 

dwelling unit, roominghouse, or rooming unit at all reasonable times for 

the purpose of the owner making such repairs or alterations as are 

necessary to effect compliance with the provisions of this Code, or with 

any lawful order issued pursuant to the provisions of this Code.  

Additionally, every occupant of a building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, 

or rooming unit shall give the chief code enforcement officer free access 

to such building, dwelling unit, roominghouse, or rooming unit at all 

reasonable times for the purpose of any such inspection, examination, or 

survey conducted pursuant to this Code. 

(i) Sidewalks and driveways. All sidewalks, walkways, stairs, driveways, parking 

spaces and similar areas shall be kept in a proper state of repair, and maintained 

free from hazardous conditions. 

 

Sec. 9-42. – Procedure for enforcement. 

 

(a) Preliminary investigation; notice; hearing. Whenever a petition is filed with the 

chief code enforcement officer by a public authority or by at least five residents of 

the city charging that any building, dwelling unit or rooming unit is unfit for 

human habitation, or whenever it appears to the chief code enforcement officer, 

upon inspection, that any building, dwelling unit or rooming unit (hereinafter 

collectively called “unsafe building”) is unfit for human habitation, he shall, if his 
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preliminary investigation discloses a basis for such charges, issue and cause to be 

served upon the owner, as defined in section 9-37(28), of such unsafe building a 

complaint stating the charges and containing a notice that a hearing will be held 

before the chief code enforcement officer at a place and time therein fixed, not 

less than ten nor more than 30 days after the serving of said complaint.  The 

owner shall have the right to file an answer to the complaint and to appear in 

person, or otherwise, and give testimony at the place and time fixed in the 

complaint.  If applicable, notice of such hearing shall also be given to at least one 

of the persons signing a petition relating to such unsafe building.  Any person 

desiring to do so may attend such hearing and give evidence relevant to the matter 

being heard.  The rules of evidence prevailing in courts of law or equity shall not 

be controlling in hearings before the chief code enforcement officer.  At the 

hearing the chief code enforcement officer may determine pursuant to G.S. 160A-

444 that an unsafe building is unfit for human habitation if he finds that 

conditions exist in the unsafe building that render it dangerous or injurious to the 

health, safety, or morals of the occupants of the unsafe building, the occupants of 

the neighboring buildings, or other residents of the city.  Such conditions may 

include, but are not limited to, the following: defects therein increasing the 

hazards of fire, accidents, or other calamities; failure in any way to conform to the 

minimum standards set forth in this Code; or especially dangerous to life because 

of bad conditions of walls, overloaded floors, defective construction, decay, 

unsafe wiring or heating system, or inadequate means of egress. 

(b) Procedure after hearing. After such notice and hearing, the chief code 

enforcement officer shall state in writing his determination whether such unsafe 

building is unfit for human habitation, and, if so, whether it is deteriorated or 

dilapidated. 

(1) If the chief code enforcement officer determines that the unsafe building 

is deteriorated, he shall state in writing his findings of fact in support of 

such determination, and shall issue and cause to be served upon the owner 

thereof an order directing and requiring the owner to repair, alter and 

improve such unsafe building to comply with the minimum standards of 

fitness established by this Code within a specified period of time, not to 

exceed 90 days.  Such order may also direct and require the owner to 

vacate and close such unsafe building until such repairs, alterations and 

improvements have been made.  Upon application by the owner within the 

specified period of time, the chief code enforcement officer may grant 

extensions for substandard dwellings for up to 90 days if substantial 

progress has been made and the unit is occupied by its owner. 

(2) If the chief code enforcement officer determines that the unsafe building 

is dilapidated, he shall state in writing his findings of fact to support such 

determination, and shall issue and cause to be served upon the owner 

thereof an order directing and requiring the owner to vacate, close and 

remove or demolish the same within a specified period of time not to 

exceed 90 days, unless the owner elects to proceed under the provisions 

set forth below, or unless an application for an extension of up to 90 days 

is applied for by the owner within the time provided for compliance and
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granted by the chief code enforcement officer for substantial progress 

made.  However, if the dwelling is located in a historic district of the city 

and the historic district commission determines, after a public hearing, 

that the dwelling is of particular significance or value toward maintaining 

the character of the district, and the dwelling has not been condemned as 

unsafe, the order may require that the dwelling be vacated and closed 

consistent with G.S. 160A-400.14(a). 

(3) Within ten days from the date of the order determining that the building is 

dilapidated, the owner may notify the chief code enforcement officer in 

writing of his intent to make such repairs or alterations to said dwelling so 

as to comply with the minimum standards of fitness.  Upon receipt of an 

owner’s written intent to repair said dwelling, within the time provided 

herein, the chief code enforcement officer shall issue a supplemental order 

directing the owner to commence and complete the repairs or alterations 

necessary to comply with the minimum standards of fitness.  The chief 

code enforcement officer shall allow a reasonable period of time for the 

owner to make such repair or alterations, but in no event shall the period 

of time allowed for such repairs or alterations be less than 30 days nor 

more than 90 days unless an extension is granted by the chief code 

enforcement officer for substantial progress made.  Upon application by 

the owner within the specified period of time, the chief code enforcement 

officer may grant extensions for substandard dwellings for up to 90 days 

if substantial progress has been made and the unit is occupied by its 

owner. 

(4) Extensions and appeals.  In order to be considered for any extension of 

time for compliance with an order issued pursuant to this article, the 

owner must have made a good-faith effort to comply with the order and 

all dangerous conditions must have been repaired.  The chief code 

enforcement officer shall have sole authority to grant extensions.  The city 

council shall have no authority to hear or act upon extension requests or 

appeals of any order issued by the chief code enforcement officer. 

(5) If the owner fails to give notice of either an intent to repair as herein 

provided or notice of appeal of the decision of the chief code enforcement 

officer to the board of adjustment within the time specified for such 

appeal, the chief code enforcement officer shall proceed in accordance 

with the provisions of subsections (c)(1) or (c)(2) of this section. 

(6) Whenever a determination is made pursuant to subsection (2) above that a 

dwelling must be vacated and closed, or removed or demolished, under 

the provisions of this section, notice of the order shall be given by first 

class mail to any organization involved in providing or restoring 

dwellings for affordable housing that has filed a written request for such 

notices.  A minimum period of 45 days from the mailing of such notice 

shall be given before removal or demolition by action of the chief code 

enforcement officer, to allow the opportunity for any organization to 

negotiate with the owner to make repairs, lease, or purchase the property 

for the purpose of providing affordable housing.  The chief code 
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enforcement officer or the city clerk shall certify the mailing of the 

notices, and the certification shall be conclusive in the absence of fraud.  

Only an organization that has filed a written request for such notices may 

raise the issue of failure to mail such notices, and the sole remedy shall be 

an order requiring the chief code enforcement officer to wait 45 days 

before causing removal or demolition. 

(c) Failure to comply with order. 

(1) In personam remedy.  If the owner of any deteriorated unsafe building 

shall fail to comply with an order of the chief code enforcement officer to 

repair, alter or improve the same within the time specified therein, or if the 

owner of a dilapidated unsafe building shall fail to comply with an order 

of the chief code enforcement officer to vacate, close and remove or 

demolish the same within the time specified therein, the chief code 

enforcement officer may submit to the council at its next regular meeting a 

resolution directing the city attorney to institute in the general court of 

justice an appropriate action to seek an order of the court directing such 

owner to comply with the order of the chief code enforcement officer, as 

authorized by G.S. 160A-446(g); or 

(2) In rem remedy. If the owner of any deteriorated unsafe building shall fail 

to comply with an order of the chief code enforcement officer within the 

time fixed by that order to repair, alter or improve the same within the 

time specified therein; or if the owner of a dilapidated unsafe building 

shall fail to comply with an order of the chief code enforcement officer to 

vacate, close, and removed or demolish the same within the time specified 

therein; or if judicial relief has not been sought or has not been granted as 

provided in the preceding subsection (c)(1); then in any of these events 

and pursuant to G.S. 160A-443(4) and (5) the chief code enforcement 

officer shall request the council to order him by an ordinance specifically 

describing the subject property to do the following, either (i) to cause such 

unsafe building to be repaired, altered and improved to comply with the 

minimum standards of fitness established by this Code, or (ii) to cause 

such unsafe building to be vacated, closed, and removed or demolished.  

The council, in ordering one of the aforesaid alternatives, shall order the 

specific action that will best effectuate the purposes of this Code.  Once 

the ordinance is adopted by the council a true copy of such ordinance shall 

be recorded in the office of the register of deeds of Gaston County and the 

registrar shall index the name of the property owner in the “grantor 

index,” as provided by G.S. 160A-443(5).  Once such an ordinance is 

adopted by the council the chief code enforcement officer shall forthwith 

cause such repair, alteration and improvement or closing, vacating and 

removal or demolition to be carried out by any public authority or private 

concern.  Pursuant to G.S. 160A-443(6) the amount of the cost of repairs, 

alterations and improvements, or vacating, closing and removal or 

demolition shall be a lien against the real property upon which the cost 

was incurred.  Such lien shall be filed, have the same priority and be 

collected as the lien for special assessment provided in article 10, chapter
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160A of the North Carolina General Statutes.  If the unsafe building is 

removed or demolished by the chief code enforcement officer, he shall, if 

possible, sell in any commercially reasonable manner the materials of the 

unsafe building and shall credit the proceeds of the sale, if any, against the 

cost of the removal or demolition.  Any balance remaining shall be 

deposited by the chief code enforcement officer with the clerk of superior 

court for subsequent disbursement by the court to the persons found by the 

court to be entitled thereto. 

(3) If any occupant fails to comply with an order to vacate a dwelling, the 

chief code enforcement officer may file a civil action in the name of the 

city to remove such occupant(s).  Such action shall be filed and conducted 

in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 160A-443(7). 

(4) None of the provisions of this Code shall be construed to impair or limit in 

any way the power of the city to define and declare nuisances and to cause 

their removal or abatement by summary proceedings, or otherwise; or to 

enforce this Code by criminal process pursuant to G.S. 14-4; and the 

enforcement of any remedy provided herein shall not prevent the 

enforcement of any other remedy of remedies provided herein or in any 

ordinance of the city, or any statute of the State of North Carolina. 

(5) Placarding. After there has been a failure of the owner to comply with an 

order of the chief code enforcement officer to repair, alter and improve, or 

to vacate, close, and remove or demolish the unsafe building, then the 

chief code enforcement officer shall cause to be posted on the main 

entrance of any such unsafe building a placard with the following words: 

“This building is unfit for human habitation; the use or occupation of this 

building for habitation is prohibited and unlawful.”  Occupation or use of 

a building so posted is a violation of this Code and shall constitute a 

misdemeanor pursuant to G.S. 14-4. 

(d) Appeals from orders of chief code enforcement officer. An appeal from any 

decision or order of the chief code enforcement officer may be taken by any 

person aggrieved thereby.  Any appeal from the chief code enforcement officer 

shall be taken within ten days from the rendering of the decision, or if either the 

owner or his attorney was not present when the decision was rendered, then 

within ten days of service of such order.  Such appeal shall be taken by filing with 

the chief code enforcement officer and with the board of adjustment created in 

chapter 20, article VII, of this Code (hereinafter called “the board”) a notice of 

appeal which shall specify the grounds upon which the appeal is based.  Upon the 

filing of any notice of appeal, the chief code enforcement officer shall forthwith 

transmit to the board all the papers constituting the record upon which the 

decision appealed from was made.  When an appeal is from a decision of the chief 

code enforcement officer refusing to allow the person aggrieved thereby to do any 

act, his decision shall remain in force until modified or reversed.  When any 

appeal is from a decision of the chief code enforcement officer requiring the 

person aggrieved to do any act, the appeal shall have the effect of suspending the 

requirement until the hearing by the board, unless the chief code enforcement 

officer certifies to the board after the notice of appeal is filed with him, that by 
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reason of the facts stated in the certificate (a copy of which shall be furnished to 

the appellant), a suspension of this requirement would cause imminent peril to life 

or property.  In that case, the requirement shall not be suspended except by a 

restraining order, which may be granted for due cause upon not less than one 

day’s written notice to the chief code enforcement officer by the board, or by a 

court of record upon petition made pursuant to G.S. 160A-446(f) and subsection 

(e) of this section.  All regulations, fees and other rules of the board shall apply to 

these appeals as stated in section 9-42(d). The board shall fix a reasonable time 

for the hearing of all appeals, shall give due notice to all the parties, and shall 

render its decision within a reasonable time.  Any party may appear in person or 

by agent or attorney.  The board may reverse or affirm wholly or partly, or may 

modify the decision or order appealed from, and may make such decision and 

order as in its opinion ought to be made in the matter, and to that end it shall have 

all the powers of the chief code enforcement officer, but the concurring vote of 

four-fifths of the members of the board shall be necessary to reverse or modify 

any decision or order of the chief code enforcement officer.  The board shall have 

power also in passing upon appeals, in any case where there are practical 

difficulties or unnecessary hardships in the way of carrying out the strict letter of 

the ordinance, to adapt the application of the ordinance to the necessities of the 

case to the end that the spirit of the ordinance shall be observed, public safety and 

welfare secured, and substantial justice done.  Every decision of the board shall be 

subject to review by the superior court of Gaston County by proceedings in the 

nature of certiorari instituted within 15 days of the decision of the board, but not 

otherwise. 

(e) Petition to superior court by owner. Any person aggrieved by an order issued by 

the chief code enforcement officer or a decision rendered by the board shall have 

the right, within 30 days after the issuance of the order or rendering of a decision, 

to petition the superior court for a temporary injunction, restraining the chief code 

enforcement officer pending a final disposition of the cause, as provided by G.S. 

160A-446(f). 

 

Sec. 9-43. – Methods of service of complaints and orders. 

 

(a) Complaints and all orders issued by the chief code enforcement officer shall be 

served by the chief code enforcement officer upon persons either personally or by 

registered or certified mail.  When service of a complaint or order is accomplished 

personally or by registered or certified mail, such service is hereby deemed to be 

complete on the day of delivery to or receipt by the person served.  When service 

is made by registered or certified mail, a copy of the complaint or order may also 

be sent by regular mail.  Service shall be deemed sufficient if the registered or 

certified mail is unclaimed or refused, but the regular mail is not returned by the 

post office within ten days after mailing.  If regular mail is used, a notice of the 

pending proceedings shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises 

affected. 

(1) If the identities of any owners or the whereabouts of persons are unknown 

and the same cannot be ascertained by the chief code enforcement officer
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in the exercise of reasonable diligence, or, if the owners are known but 

have refused to accept service by registered or certified mail and the chief 

code enforcement officer make an affidavit to that effect, then the serving 

of such complaint or order upon the owners or other persons may be made 

by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the city at least 

once no later than the time at which personal service would be required 

under the provisions of the Minimum Housing Code and Article 19, Part 

6, Chapter 160A of the General Statutes.  When service is made by 

publication, a copy of the complaint or order shall be posted in a 

conspicuous place on the premises affected by the complaint or order; in 

the case of the complaint, it must be posted at least ten days prior to the 

hearing. 

(b) Notice of lis pendens. Upon the issuance of a complaint and notice of hearing or 

an order pursuant thereto, a notice of lis pendens, with a copy of the complaint 

and notice of hearing or order attached thereto, may be filed in the office of the 

clerk of superior court of Gaston County.  The notice of lis pendens and a copy of 

the complaint and notice of hearing or order attached thereto shall be indexed and 

cross indexed in accordance with the indexing procedures of G.S. 1-117.  From 

the date and time of indexing, the complaint and notice of hearing or order shall 

be binding upon the successors and assigns of the owners of and parties in interest 

in the dwelling.  A copy of the notice of lis pendens shall be served upon the 

owners and parties in interest in the dwelling at the time of filing in accordance 

with G.S. 160A-445.  The notice of lis pendens shall remain in full force and 

effect until canceled.  The notice of lis pendens shall be canceled upon 

compliance with the order.  Upon receipt of notice of cancellation from the city, 

the clerk of superior court shall cancel the notice of lis pendens. 

 

Sec. 9-44. – Conflict with other provisions. 

 

 In the event any provision, standard, or requirement of this Code is found to be in 

conflict with any provision of any other ordinance or code of the city, the provision 

which establishes the higher standard or more stringent requirement for the promotion 

and protection of the health and safety of the residents of the city shall prevail. 

 

Sec. 9-45. – Violations; penalty. 

 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any unsafe building to fail, neglect, or refuse 

to repair, alter, and improve the same; or to fail to vacate, close, and remove or 

demolish the same, upon order of the chief code enforcement officer duly made 

and served as herein provided, within the time specified in such order, and each 

day that any such failure, neglect, or refusal to comply with such order continues 

shall constitute a separate and distinct offense.  It shall be unlawful for the owner 

of any unsafe building with respect to which an order has been used pursuant to 

section 9-42 of this Code, to occupy or permit the occupancy of the same after the 

time prescribed in such order for its repair, alteration and improvement or its 

vacation, closing and removal or demolition, and each day that such occupancy 
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continues after such prescribed time shall constitute a separate and distinct 

offense. 

(b) Each day that a violation continues after notification that such violation exists 

shall constitute a separate and distinct offense for purposes of the penalties and 

remedies set forth in this section. 

(c) This article may be enforced by any appropriate equitable action. 

(d) This article may be enforced by any one, all, or any combination of the remedies 

authorized in this section. 

 

 

Sec. 9-46. – Severability. 

 

 If any provision of this Code is for any reason held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such provision shall be deemed a 

separate, independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of any other 

provision hereon, and to that end the provisions of this Code are hereby declared to be 

severable. 

 

Sec. 9-47. – Abandoned structures. 

 

(a) Any abandoned structure that is a health or safety hazard as a result of the 

attraction of insects, rodents, conditions creating a fire hazard, dangerous 

conditions constituting a threat to children, or frequent use by vagrants as living 

quarters, or the absence of sanitary facilities, shall be repaired, closed, or 

demolished.  It shall be unlawful for the owner of an abandoned structure to allow 

the same to become or to remain a health or safety hazard as defined in this 

section. 

(b) The code enforcement official shall have the authority to attempt to accomplish 

the repair, closing, or demolition of unsafe abandoned structures through the 

procedure set out in section 9-42, except that if the estimated cost to repair the 

structure is 50 percent or more of its value, the structure shall be considered 

dilapidated, and the code enforcement official shall order that it be demolished 

and removed.  Upon the failure of the owner of an unsafe abandoned structure to 

comply with an order of the code enforcement official to repair, close, or 

demolish such structure, the code enforcement official shall present the matter to 

city council.  If the city council finds that the abandoned structure is unsafe 

pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, it may adopt an ordinance ordering the 

code enforcement official to cause such abandoned structure to be repaired, 

closed, or demolished.  Each such ordinance shall be recorded as provided in 

section 9-42(c)(2), and the cost of any repair, closing, or demolition caused to be 

made by the code enforcement official shall be a lien on the premises as provided 

in section 9-42. 

(c) For the purposes of subsections (a) and (b), “abandoned structure” shall mean any 

structure that has not been occupied or used, by its owner or by some person 

acting under the authority of its owners, for a continuous period of 30 days or 

longer.
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(d) If the city council shall have adopted an ordinance, or the code enforcement 

official shall have issued an order, ordering a dwelling to be repaired or vacated 

and closed, and if the owner has vacated and closed such dwelling and kept such 

dwelling vacated and closed for a period of six months pursuant to the purpose to 

repair, alter, or improve the dwelling in order to render it fit for human habitation 

and that the continuation of the dwelling in its vacated and closed status would be 

inimical to the health, safety, morals and welfare of the municipality in that the 

dwelling would continue to deteriorate, would create a fire and safety hazard, 

would be a threat to children and vagrants, would attract persons intent on 

criminal activities, would cause or contribute to blight and the deterioration of 

property values in the area, and would render unavailable property and a dwelling 

which might otherwise have been made available to ease the persistent shortage of 

decent and affordable housing in this state, then in such circumstances, the city 

council may, after the expiration of such six-month period, enact an ordinance and 

serve such ordinance on the owner, setting for the following: 

(1) If it is determined that the repair of the dwelling to render it fit for human 

habitation can be made at a cost not exceeding 50 percent of the then 

current value of the dwelling, the ordinance shall require that the owner 

either repair or demolish and remove the dwelling within 30 days; or 

(2) If it is determined that the repair of the dwelling to render it fit for human 

habitation cannot be made at a cost not exceeding 50 percent of the then 

current value of the dwelling, the ordinance shall require the owner to 

demolish and remove the dwelling within 30 days.  Such ordinance shall 

be recorded as provided in section 9-42(c)(2), and the cost of any repair, 

closing, or demolition caused to be made by the code enforcement official 

shall be a lien on the premises as provided in section 9-42. 

 

Sec. 9-48—9-60. – Reserved. 

 

All of Article III, the Minimum Housing Code, was passed 6-27-11. 
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CHAPTER 10 

 

LICENSES 

 

State law references--Authority of city to license businesses, etc., G.S.,  

§§ 16OA-194; taxation by cities generally, G.S., §§ 16OA-206 to 

16OA-215.2. 

Cross references--Licenses for massage parlors, health salons, etc.,  

§§ 11-8 to 11-12; Licensing of mobile home parks, 12-5 to 12-14; 

registration of vehicles, 13-52 to 13-56; taxicabs generally, Ch. 18. 

 

 § 10-1. Definitions. 

 § 10-2. Construction of chapter. 

 § 10-3. Tax imposed; license year; payment. 

 § 10-4. Proration. 

 § 10-5. Required; application; display; transfer. 

 § 10-5A. Public dances. 

 § 10-6. Applicants required to appear and testify before the city council. 

 § 10-7. Denial for cause. 

 § 10-8. Revocation; suspension. 

 § 10-9. Separate license required for each place of business; sale or transfer of  

 business. 

 § 10-10. Valid only for place designated. 

 § 10-11. Issuance of new license on change in nature of business. 

 § 10-12. Free licenses. 

 § 10-13. Penalty for delinquency. 

 § 10-14. Receipt of approvals and bond prerequisite to issuance. 

 § 10-15. Information required of solicitors. 

 § 10-16. Form and content. 

 § 10-17. Replacement of lost or destroyed license. 

 § 10-18. Schedule. 

 § 10-19. Insulation contractors licensing requirements. 

 § 10-20. Community antenna television systems. 

 

 

Sec. 10-1.  Definitions. 

 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the 

meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section: 

 

Agent.  The person having the agency for the manufacturer, producer or 

distributor. 

 

Business.  Any business, trade or profession. 

  

Engaged in business.  As either owner or operator. 
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Fiscal year.  The period beginning with the first day of July and ending the 

thirtieth day of June next following. 

 

Quarter.  Any three (3) consecutive months. (Code 1961, § 9-2) 

 

Sec. 10-2.  Construction of chapter. 

 

This entire chapter is based upon and shall be construed in accordance with the 

state revenue act and other state laws.  In case of doubt as to the proper construction of 

any part of this chapter the state law, if any, as to the particular matter in question, shall 

govern; otherwise, this chapter shall govern. (Code 1961, § 9-1) 

 

Sec. 10-3.  Tax imposed; license year; payment. 

 

 Repealed effective July 1, 2015. 

 (Former Sec. 10-3, Code 1961, § 9-3) 

 

Sec. 10-4.  Proration. 

 

 Repealed effective July 1, 2015. 

(Former Sec. 10-4, Code 1961, § 9-4) 

 

Sec. 10-5.  Required; application; display; transfer. 

 

All persons before doing, entering or engaging in any business, trade, profession, 

calling, or occupation shall, except as hereinafter provided, apply to the city manager or 

his designee for license.  All persons holding a license issued by an occupational 

licensing board of this State shall be exempt from this licensing requirement as to the 

profession or trade that he or she has been licensed to practice or pursue by the State.  

Also exempt from this licensing requirement are digital dispatching services for 

prearranged transportation services for hire.  Except as set forth in Section 10-7, and upon 

payment of the application fee, a license shall be issued to such applicant.  Such license 

must be conspicuously posted in the place of business licensed, and if the licensee has no 

regular place of business, the license must be kept where it may be inspected at any and 

all times by the proper city officials.  No license shall be transferable 

or assignable, except as provided in section 10-9.  (Code 1961, § 9-5) (Amended 6-22-

2015.) (Amended 7-27-2015.) 

 

 Sec. 10-5A.  Public dances. 

 

Repealed. 

(Former Sec. 10-5A, 6-9-80) (Repealed 6-22-2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-6.  Applicants required to appear and testify before the city council. 

 

Repealed.
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As to zoning regulations, see § 20 of this Code.  As to a table of Permitted and 

Special Uses, see § 20, Article 6.  As to applications for Special Use 

Permits, see § 20, Article 12. 

 

(Former Sec. 10-6, Code 1961, § 9-6; Mo. of 7-14-75) (paragraph (o) added on 6-

14-82) (Repealed 6-22-2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-7.  Denial for cause. 

 

(a) A license may be refused, after a hearing before the city manager, for any 

occupation, business, trade, or profession that the city manager determines 

would be harmful to the public health, welfare, safety, order, or convenience.  

Upon the denial for cause of any such license it shall be unlawful for the 

applicant to conduct the business which was the subject of the application.  

(Code 1961, § 9-7) (Amended 6-22-2015.) 

 

(b) To be eligible for a pawnbroker’s license, an applicant must satisfy the 

requirements of NCGS 66-390 and appear before the city council, if it so 

requests, to determine the eligibility of such applicant for a pawnbroker’s 

license.  Any such license issued by the City to a pawnbroker may be revoked 

in accordance with the provisions of NCGS 66-390(d). (Code 1961, § 9-7) 

(Amended 6-22-2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-8.  Revocation; suspension. 

 

Any license issued under this chapter shall be subject to revocation or suspension 

for a definite period of time by the city manager without a refund of any part of the 

application fee paid, if the licensee or manager or person in charge of the business, or 

employees in the business, shall violate any provision of this Code or other ordinance of 

the city relative to such business, or if, in the judgment of the city manager, the licensed 

business does, by reason of its nature or the manner or place in which it is conducted, 

constitute a nuisance or is a menace to good order or to public health, safety or morals.  

Upon the revocation or suspension of any such license it shall be unlawful for the person 

to whom such license was granted to continue to conduct such business. (Code 1961, § 9-

8) (Amended 6-22-2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-9.  Separate license required for each place of business; sale or transfer of 

business. 

 

If the business to be licensed under this chapter is carried on at two or more 

places, a separate license for each place or location of such business shall be required.  

License issued for the conduct of a business at a specified location shall, upon a sale or 

transfer of the business, be surrendered and application made by the succeeding 

purchaser for a new business license subject to the same procedures and requirements set 

forth for initial issuance, including payment of application fee.  If the holder of a license 

under this chapter moves the business for which license has been issued to another 
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location, he shall, before moving to such new location, deliver his license to the city 

manager or his designee, together with a new application for a business license and an 

application fee.  The city manager or his designee shall thereupon cancel the old license 

and a new license may be issued to the licensee at a new location subject to the same 

procedures and requirements set forth for initial issuance. (Code 1961, § 9-9) (Amended 

6-22-2015.) (Amended 7-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-10.  Valid only for place designated. 

 

No license issued under the provisions of this chapter for the conduct of any 

business of a fixed place named therein shall be valid for the conduct of such business at 

any place other than that designated in such license. (Code 1961, § 9-10) 

 

Sec. 10-11.  Issuance of new license on change in nature of business. 

 

When a license is issued to carry on a certain line of business and after the 

issuance of such license the licensee shall change the nature of his business, he shall, 

before making such change, deliver his license to the city manager or his designee, 

together with a new application for a business license and an application fee.  The city 

manager or his designee shall thereupon cancel the old license and shall issue to the 

licensee a new and appropriate license subject to the same procedures and requirements 

set forth for initial issuance. (Code 1961, § 9-11.) (Amended 6-22-2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-12.  Free licenses. 

 

Repealed effective July 1, 2015. 

(Former Sec. 10-12, Code 1961, § 9-12.) (Repealed 6-22-2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-13.  Penalty for delinquency. 

 

Repealed effective July 1, 2015.  (Repealed 6-22-2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-14.  Receipt of approvals and bond prerequisite to issuance. 

 

Repealed effective July 1, 2015. 

(Former Sec. 10-14, Code 1961, § 9-15.) (Repealed 6-22-2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-15.  Information required of solicitors. 

 

Every solicitor applying for a license shall furnish to the city manager or his 

designee the name and address of the person whom he represents, together with a 

description of the goods or services which he offers for sale, and must conspicuously 

display said license during any solicitation. (Amended 6-22-2015.) 
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Sec. 10-16.  Form and contents. 

 

Every license issued shall show on the face thereof the name of the licensee, the 

nature of the business and the location thereof (provided such business has a fixed 

location), and the time period for which issued.  Any license requiring the approval of the 

city council or any board, commission or official shall show approval on the face of 

same. (Code 1961, § 9-17.) (Amended 6-22-2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-17.  Replacement of lost or destroyed license. 

 

Upon satisfactory evidence that any licensee has lost any license issued to him or 

that the license has been destroyed, the city manager or his designee shall issue to such 

licensee a duplicate license upon the payment of a fee of five dollars. (Code 1961, § 9-

19.) (Amended 6-22-2015.) (Amended 7-27-2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-18.  Schedule. 

 

The application fee for a business license shall be as set forth in that regularly 

adopted City of Mount Holly Fee Schedule.  (Amended June 12, 2000). (Amended 6-22-

2015.) 

 

Sec. 10-19.  Insulation contractors licensing requirements. 

 

Repealed. 

 

(Former Sec. 10-19, Ord. of 11-28-77, §§ 1-10) (Repealed 6-22-2015.) 

 

Editor’s note--Ord. of Nov. 28, 1977, did not expressly amend the Code, hence 

codification herein as § 10-19 was at the discretion of the editor. 

Cross reference--Buildings, Ch.4. 

 

Sec. 10-20.  Community Antenna Television Systems 

 

 Repealed. (Former Sec. 10-20, 10-8-79) (Repealed 6-22-2015.) 
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CHAPTER 11 

 

MASSAGE PARLORS, HEALTH SALONS, ETC. 

 

 

As to licenses generally, see ch. 10 of this Code. 

 

Article I. In General. 

 

 § 11-1. “Masseur” and “masseuse” defined. 

 § 11-2. Exemptions. 

 § 11-3. Hours of operation. 

 § 11-4. Treatment of persons of opposite sex. 

 § 11-5. Massaging genitalia. 

 § 11-6. Patronage of minors. 

 § 11-7. Filing of names of employees. 

 

Article II. Licenses. 

 

 § 11-8. Required. 

 § 11-9. Applications. 

 § 11-10. Issuance; term. 

 § 11-11. Refusal of applicants under eighteen. 

 § 11-12. Revocation. 

 

Article I. In General. 

 

Sec. 11-1.  “Masseur” and “masseuse” defined. 

 

A male person who applies manual or mechanical massage or similar treatment to 

the human body trunk or limbs shall be deemed a “masseur”, and a female person so 

engaged, a “masseuse”. (3-13-75.) 

 

Sec. 11-2.  Exemptions. 

 

 The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to a regularly established and 

licensed hospital, sanitarium, nursing home or medical clinic, nor to the office or clinic 

operated by a duly qualified and licensed medical practitioner, osteopath, chiropractor, or 

licensed massage therapist (as defined below) in connection with his or her practice of 

medicine, chiropractic, osteopathy or massage therapy; provided, that such office or 

clinic is regularly used by such medical practitioner, chiropractor, osteopath or massage 

therapist as his or her principal location for his or her said practice.  “Massage therapists” 

as defined herein shall mean any person at least eighteen (18) years of age and who 

satisfies at least one of the following requirements: 
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Such person must have graduated from an instruction or school of 

massage therapy that offers a curriculum of at least five hundred (500) hours of 

supervised classroom instruction, and is: 

 

(1) Licensed by the state community college system or the equivalent 

educational license authority in another state; or 

 

(2) Accredited by an accreditation commission which is recognized by the 

United States Department of Education; or 

 

(3) Designated as curriculum approved by the American Massage Therapy 

Association Commission on Massage Training Approval/Accreditation; 

or 

 

(4) The applicant is presently Nationally Certified in Therapeutic Massage 

and Bodywork, by the National Certification Board for Therapeutic 

Massage and Bodywork. 

 

Sec. 11-3.  Hours of operation. 

 

No masseur or masseuse or any person or party engaging in any of the businesses  

licensed by this chapter shall engage in such business, trade, profession, occupation or 

calling except within and between the hours of 8:00 A. M. and 10:00 P.M.; nor shall any 

operator of a massage parlor or establishment or business, above enumerated and not 

specifically excepted hereunder, operate the same except within and between the 

aforesaid hours. (3-13-75.) 

 

Sec. 11-4.  Treatment of persons of opposite sex. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person holding a license under this chapter to treat a 

person of the opposite sex, except upon the signed order of a licensed physician, 

osteopath, chiropractor or registered physical therapist, which order shall be dated and 

shall specifically state the number of treatments, not to exceed ten.  The date and hour of 

each treatment given and the name of the operator shall be entered on such order by the 

establishment where such treatments are given and shall be subject to inspection by the 

police at any reasonable time.  The requirements of this section shall not apply to 

treatments given in the residence of a patient, the office of a licensed physician, osteopath 

or registered physical therapist, chiropractor or in a regularly established and licensed 

hospital or sanitarium. (3-13-75.) 

 

Sec. 11-5.  Massaging genitalia. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person holding a license under this section to 

massage, treat or otherwise manipulate the genital area of another. (3-13-75.) 
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Sec. 11-6.  Patronage of minors. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person under the age of eighteen to patronize any 

massage parlor or similar establishment licensed hereunder unless such person carries 

with him at the time of such patronage a written order, directing the treatment to be 

given, signed by a regularly licensed physician. 

 

It shall be the duty of the operator of such massage parlor or similar establishment 

licensed hereunder to determine and have verification of the age of the person patronizing 

such establishment.  Violation of this section shall be grounds for the revocation of the 

license of the establishment. (3-13-75.) 

 

Sec. 11-7.  Filing of names of employees. 

 

It shall be the duty of all persons holding a license hereunder to file with the city 

manager the names of all employees and their home addresses, home telephone numbers 

and places of employment.  Changes in the list of employees with the names of new 

employees must be filed with the city manager within seven days from the date of any 

such change. (3-13-75.) 

 

 

Article II.  Licenses. 

Sec. 11-8.  Required. 

 

No person shall engage in the business, trade or profession of masseur or 

masseuse or the operation or carrying on of any of the businesses, trades, professions, 

occupations or callings commonly known as massage parlors, health salons, physical 

culture studios, clubs or establishments, or similar establishments by whatever name 

designated, wherein physical culture, massage, hydrotherapy or other physical treatment 

of the human body is carried on or practiced unless such person has first been licensed 

under the provisions of this article. (3-13-75.) 

 

Sec. 11-9.  Applications. 

 

Every person desiring a license under the provisions of this article shall submit to 

the city manager a written application upon the approved form furnished by the city.  

Such application shall be addressed to the mayor and city council and shall include the 

following: 

 

(a) Name and address of applicant.  Corporate applicants shall include the names 

and addresses of all officers of the corporation, together with a certified copy 

of the articles of incorporation.  Partnerships shall include the names and 

addresses of all partners. 
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(b) Names and addresses of at least two individuals who are familiar with the 

moral character of the applicant and who have provided written 

recommendations showing proof of good moral character, which 

recommendations shall be attached to the application and become a part 

thereof; and, in case the applicant is a corporation, such corporation must be 

created in or domesticated by the laws of this state, and each officer thereof 

shall provide the same proof of moral character as all other applicants. 

 

(c) A statement by the applicant that he is free from infectious diseases 

evidenced by a valid health certificate from a medical doctor which shall be 

attached to the application and become a part thereof. 

 

(d) The date of birth of the applicant, to be evidenced by a certified copy of 

applicant’s birth certificate, which shall be attached to the application and 

become a thereof. (3-13-75.) 

 

Sec. 11-10.  Issuance; term. 

 

If an application is submitted in proper form and is approved by the city council, 

the city tax collector forthwith issue an appropriate license to such applicant, upon the 

payment of any applicable privilege license fee.  Every license issued under the 

provisions of this chapter shall expire at 12:00 Midnight on June 30 following the date of 

issuance. (3-13-75.) 

 

Sec. 11-11.  Refusal of applicants under eighteen. 

 

A license shall not be issued to an applicant under the age of eighteen years, and 

no license shall be issued to any corporate applicant if any of its officers shall be under 

the age of eighteen years. (3-13-75) 

 

Sec. 11-12.  Revocation. 

 

(a) Cause for revocation of the license shall exist for the failure of the licensee to 

perform any duty required by this chapter, for violation of any provision of 

this chapter, or for conviction of the licensee of any crime involving moral 

turpitude. Grounds shall also exist if, by reason of the nature or the manner or 

place in which the licensee conducts business, a nuisance and menace to good 

order, public health, safety or morals is created. 

 

(b) Before any license required hereunder shall be revoked, the city council shall 

send, by registered mail, a written notice to the licensee stating the specific 

alleged grounds for revocation and setting forth the date, time and place of a 

hearing, which hearing shall take place ten days or more after the mailing of 

the notice.  At such hearing, the licensee shall be given an opportunity to 

appear and be heard, either personally or through his attorney, to rebut any 

evidence against him and to present evidence and witnesses in his behalf.  If  
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the licensee fails to show good cause why his license should not be revoked, 

the city council may revoke such license upon a finding by the council that 

good cause exists for revocation. (3-13-75.) 
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CHAPTER 12 

 

MOBILE HOME PARKS 

 

 

As to buildings generally, see Ch. 4. of this Code.  As to  

subdivision of land generally, see Ch. 17.  As to water and 

sewers generally, see Ch. 19.  As to zoning generally, see 

Ch. 20. 

 

Article I. In General. 

 

 § 12-1. Definitions. 

 § 12-2. Enforcement officer. 

 § 12-3. Liability of licensee for violations. 

 § 12-4. Parking of mobile homes outside of parks. 

 

Article II. Licenses. 

 

 § 12-5. Applications. 

 § 12-6. Issuance--Conditions prerequisite generally. 

 § 12-7. Same--Nonconforming existing parks. 

 § 12-8. Display. 

 § 12-9. Doing business in more than one place. 

 § 12-10. Assignment. 

 § 12-11. Term. 

 § 12-12. Fees. 

 § 12-13. Revocation. 

 § 12-14. Hearing on grant, denial, renewal or revocation. 

 

Article III. Standards. 

 

 § 12-15. Application required for changes, etc. 

 § 12-16. Minimum requirements. 

 § 12-17. Mobile home additions. 

 § 12-18. Water supply. 

 § 12-19. Sewage disposal. 

 § 12-20. Refuse and garbage disposal. 

 § 12-21. Electrical and telephone service—Distribution systems. 

 § 12-22. Same--Individual electrical connections. 

 § 12-23. Fire protection. 
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Article I. In General. 

 

Sec. 12-1.  Definitions. 

 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the 

meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section: 

 

Licensee. Any person licensed to operate or maintain a mobile home park under 

the provisions of this chapter. 

 

Mobile home.  A detached single-family dwelling suitable for year-round 

occupancy, exceeding eight feet in width and thirty-two feet in length, having both a 

chassis and an axle and capable of being transported.  It is equipped with appliances and 

electrical and sanitary systems that function independently of auxiliary facilities so that 

only simple utility connections are needed.  A mobile home unit may have collapsing or 

telescoping parts that can be expanded or consist of two separate units joined at the site 

into a single home (double-wide.) 

 

Mobile home park.  Any plot of ground designed, maintained or intended to 

provide a location or accommodations for mobile homes which are occupied for dwelling 

or sleeping purposes regardless of whether or not a charge is made therefor. 

 

Nonconforming building or structure.  A building or structure lawfully 

constructed in the mobile home park prior to the passing of this chapter (May 13, 1974), 

including any revision or amendment thereto, which does not conform to the 

requirements set forth herein. 

 

Nonconforming use.  A lawful use of land, building or structure in the mobile 

home park existing at the time of the passage of this chapter (May 13, 1974), including 

any revision or amendment thereto, which does not conform to the requirements set forth 

herein. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-2.  Enforcement officer. 

 

The building inspector is hereby authorized and it shall be his duty to enforce the 

provisions of this chapter.  He shall have the right and is hereby empowered to enter upon 

any premises on which any mobile home park is located or about to be located and to 

inspect the same and all accommodations connected therewith at any reasonable time. (5-

13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-3.  Liability of licensee for violations. 

 

The licensee, together with any duly authorized attendant or caretaker, shall be 

answerable for the violation of this Code or other law or ordinance to which the mobile 

home park is subjected. (5-13-74, § 1.) 
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Sec. 12-4.  Parking of mobile homes outside of parks. 

 

The parking of mobile homes outside mobile home parks shall be governed by the 

following regulations: 

 

(a) No mobile home shall be parked on any street, alley or highway or other 

public space or on any tract of land owned by any person, occupied or 

unoccupied, except as provided in this chapter. 

 

(b) Emergency or temporary stopping or parking is permitted on any street, alley 

or highway for not longer than one hour subject to any other and further 

prohibitions, regulations or limitations imposed by any provision of this Code 

or other ordinance or other law for that street, alley or highway. 

 

(c) No mobile home shall be parked or occupied on any premises used or zoned 

for residential purposes; except that one unoccupied mobile home may be 

parked in an accessory private garage or in a rear yard in any zone described 

in Chapter 20 of this Code and its perimeter; provided, that a permit for such 

use must be secured from the building inspector who may not issue a permit 

for a longer period than three months at any one location without an order 

from the city council. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

 

Article II.  Licenses. 

 

Sec. 12-5.  Applications. 

 

All persons who were operating a mobile home park on May 13, 1974, or who 

desire to engage in the business of operating a mobile home park shall apply in writing to 

the building inspector for a license.  The application for a license shall be made upon a 

form to be provided by the business and shall contain the following: 

 

(a) The complete and exact name under which the business is proposed 

to be operated. 

 

(b) If the business is proposed to be operated by an individual under an 

assumed name, the name of such individual and his address. 

 

(c) If the business is a partnership, the name and address of each partner. 

 

(d) If the business is a corporation, the names and addresses of the 

officers of the corporation and the location of the principal or 

registered office. 

 

(e) A physical survey and legal description of the land upon which the 

mobile home park is to be located. 
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(f) A site plan including the following: Grading, engineering, design, 

construction size, height, shape and location of buildings, location 

and design of parking areas, pedestrian and vehicular circulation on 

site, recreation facilities and areas, means for collecting and 

depositing storm water and natural or artificial water courses and 

utilities systems. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-6.    Issuance--conditions prerequisite generally. 

 

No license shall be granted to any mobile home park unless: 

 

(a) The license fee herein imposed is paid. 

 

(b) The building inspector is satisfied that compliance has been made with 

the requirements of this Code, other ordinances of the city and the 

laws of the state. 

 

(c) The site plan has been approved by the public works director of the 

city and by the planning director of the city planning and zoning 

commission; provided, that if the site plan is disapproved, the 

applicant may appeal such decision to the city council. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-7.  Same--Nonconforming existing parks. 

 

A mobile home park which is in existence on May 13, 1974, and which does not 

meet the standards set forth herein shall be deemed to be nonconforming and shall be 

subject to the following: 

 

(a) Nonconforming uses. 

 

(1) A nonconforming use shall not be extended unless in 

conformity with the requirements of this chapter; except, 

however, a nonconforming use of any building may be 

extended to any portion or portions of such building which 

were at the time such use became nonconforming manifestly 

arranged or designed for such use. 

 

(2) No structural alterations shall be made in a building housing a 

nonconforming use, except those required by law or ordinance 

or ordered by an authorized officer to secure the safety of the 

building. 

 

(3) The nonconforming use of any building or structure which is 

damaged to an extent exceeding fifty percent of its then 

reproduction value, exclusive of foundations, by fire, flood, 

explosion, earthquake, war, riot, or act of God, shall be  
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discontinued, and such building or structure shall thereafter be 

used only in conformity with the provisions of this chapter. 

 

(4) A nonconforming use shall not be c to any but a conforming 

use.  When a nonconforming use changed to a conforming use, 

it shall not be changed to any nonconforming use. 

 

(5) When any nonconforming use is disconnected for a period 

exceeding ninety days, any future use shall conform to the 

provisions of this chapter. 

 

(6) No change shall be made in the landscaping, grading of the 

mobile home park or external appearance of, a nonconforming 

use without the grant by the board of adjustment of a special 

exception authorizing such change.  The board shall grant such 

an exception only upon an affirmation finding that the 

proposed change will have no reverse effect upon neighboring 

properties or upon the public welfare.  The board may impose 

any appropriate conditions and safeguards upon any such 

special exceptions which it grants for the further protection of 

neighboring properties and the public welfare. 

 

(b) Nonconforming buildings or structures.  Nonconforming buildings or  

structures shall be allowed to remain subject to the following provision: 

 

(1) A nonconforming building or structure shall not be extended 

unless such extension shall comply with all the requirements 

of this chapter. 

 

(2) A nonconforming building or structure which is damaged to 

an extent exceeding seventy-five percent of its then 

reproduction value, exclusive of foundations, by fire, flood, 

explosion, earthquake, war, riot or act of God, shall not be 

reconstructed except in conformity with the provisions of this 

chapter. 

 

(3) Nonconforming signs or billboards shall be eliminated or 

changed to conform with the provisions of this chapter within 

eighteen months of the date such signs or billboards become 

nonconforming. 

 

No license shall be granted for any such existing mobile home park unless the 

license fee herein imposed is paid and unless the building inspector is satisfied that the 

business and the area encompassed thereby comply with the requirements of this Code, 

other ordinances of the city and with the laws of the state, except as otherwise set forth in 

this chapter. (5-13-74, § 1.) 
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Sec. 12-8.  Display. 

 

Any license issued under this chapter shall be posted conspicuously in the place 

of business; or if such licensee has no regular place of business, the license shall be kept 

wherever the business is being operated and where it may be inspected at all times by the 

proper city officials. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-9.  Doing business in more than one place. 

 

Every person operating a mobile home park in more than one place shall secure a 

separate license for each place of business unless such places of business are contiguous 

to each other, communicate with and open into each other and are operated as a unit; and 

such person shall pay the prescribed license fee for each place of business. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-10.  Assignment. 

 

No license issued under the provision of this chapter shall be assigned except to 

the purchaser of a mobile home park who elects to carry on the same business at the same 

place.  Upon delivery to the building inspector of the license properly assigned, the 

applicant shall be entitled to have a new license issued to him upon payment of a fee of 

ten dollars.  The building inspector shall cancel such assigned license upon the issuance 

of a new license. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-11.  Term. 

 

Any license issued by the building inspector shall expire on June 30 of each year 

but may be renewed under the provisions of this chapter for additional periods of one 

year. (5-13-74, 9 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-12.  Fees. 

 

The annual license fee or renewal thereof for any mobile home park shall be five 

dollars for each mobile home space improved and available for occupancy. 

 

When any mobile home park is opened and operations commenced after February 

1, the licensee shall pay for such business and the privileges of operating the same one-

half of the license fee prescribed. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-13.  Revocation. 

 

The building inspector is hereby authorized to revoke any license issued pursuant 

to the terms of this chapter if, after due investigation, he determines that the holder 

thereof has violated any of the provisions of this chapter or that any mobile home park is 

being maintained in an unsanitary or unsafe manner or is a nuisance. (5-13-74, § 1.) 
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Sec. 12-14.  Hearing on grant, denial, renewal or revocation. 

 

Any person aggrieved by an order of the building inspector granting, denying, 

renewing or revoking a license for a mobile home park under this chapter may appeal to 

the city council within ten days after the issuance of such order by the building inspector.  

The city council shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of an appeal and give due 

notice to the appellant.  Any appeal shall have the effect of suspending the requirement of 

the building inspector until the hearing by the city council. (5-13-74, 8 1.) 

 

 

Article III. Standards. 

 

Sec. 12-15. Application required for changes, etc. 

 

Before any change, renovation, addition or alteration is made to any mobile home 

park, an application in writing to cover such work shall be filed with the building 

inspector. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-16.  Minimum requirements. 

 

The mobile home park shall conform to the following standards: 

 

(a) Area, etc., of lot.  Each space or lot shall contain a minimum of three 

thousand two hundred square feet, shall be at least thirty-five feet in 

width and shall have its boundaries clearly defined and numbered. 

 

(b) Setbacks.  No mobile home shall be less than thirty feet from any 

exterior property line and shall be set back at least twenty feet from 

the right of way of any private drive.  No mobile home shall be less 

than sixteen feet from another mobile home, and the minimum 

distance from a mobile home to the nearest interior lot line shall be 

no less than eight feet.  No mobile home space shall have direct 

vehicular access to a public street. 

 

(c) Driveways; access.  All mobile home spaces shall abut upon a paved 

driveway of not less than twenty feet in width which has unobstructed 

access to a public street, alley or highway maintained by the city or 

by the state highway commission. 

 

(d) Paving and lighting.  All driveways and walkways within the park 

shall be paved and lighted at night with streetlights of not less than 

one hundred seventy-five watts, each, spaced at intervals of not more 

than two hundred fifty feet. 
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(e) Buffers.  A buffer strip consisting of a durable masonry wall, fence or 

hedge or other natural planting of comparable opacity shall be 

provided along the side and/or rear lines of every park.  If a durable 

masonry wall or fence is used, it shall be four feet in height between 

the street line and the required setback of the zone or district in which 

the park is located and shall be from four feet to six f@ in height 

along the side or rear yards of any park. 

 

If a hedge or other natural planting of opacity is used, it shall consists of a planted 

strip at least ten feet in width and containing a mixture of deciduous evergreen trees 

spaced in a staggered triangular more than ten feet apart and containing not less than two 

rows of dense plant materials.  The same shall be planted at an initial height of at least 

three feet and shall be of such variety that an average height of six feet can be expected 

by normal growth within four years from the time of initial planting.  No plant material 

which would be a host to insects, would affect the plants on adjoining property, or would 

spread disease can be used; and all plant material must conform to the guidelines set forth 

in the 1959 edition of American Standard for Nursery Stock published by the American 

Association of Nurserymen, Inc., including any subsequent amendment thereto or 

revision or edition thereof.  All plant material shall be planted at least three feet from the 

rear lot lines of the adjoining properties. 

 

(f) Authority of inspector to waive screening requirements.  In case of 

unusual topography or size of the tract involved or in cases in which 

screening devices already exist comparable to the general 

requirements of this section creating a situation whereby the 

installation of a masonry wall, fence, hedge or other planting of 

comparable opacity would not be practical and serve no useful 

purpose, the building inspector is hereby empowered to waive the 

requirements for screening; provided that the spirit and intent of this 

chapter and the provisions pertaining to the required buffer strip are 

adhered to.  This section shall not be construed to negate the 

necessity for establishing screening for uses which are adjacent to 

vacant properties. 

 

(g) Area of park; density.  No parcel of land containing less than five 

acres nor less than seven mobile home spaces available at the time of 

first occupancy shall be used for a mobile home park but in no case 

shall the density exceed nine mobile homes per acre. 

 

(h) Recreation areas.  All mobile home parks shall have at least one 

recreation area, located so as to be free of traffic hazards, easily 

accessible to all park residents and centrally located where 

topography permits subject to the following: 
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(1) Recreation areas and facilities, such as playgrounds, 

swimming pools and community buildings, shall be provided 

so as to meet the anticipated needs of the clientele the park is 

designed to serve.  Provision of separate adult and tot lot 

recreational areas is encouraged. 

 

(2) Not less than eight percent of the usable land area in a mobile 

home park shall be devoted to recreational facilities, generally 

in a central location.  In large parks this may be decentralized.  

Recreational areas shall not include land set aside or used for 

vehicular parking, commercial, maintenance or utility 

purposes. 

 

(3) All recreational areas and facilities shall be maintained in a 

safe and sanitary condition at all times. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-17.  Mobile home additions. 

 

No living compartment shall be added to any mobile home parked within a 

mobile home park, except for a prefabricated structure specifically designed by the 

manufacturer for mobile home extension and approved by the building inspector. (5-

1374, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-18.  Water Supply. 

 

(a) An accessible, adequate, safe and potable supply of water meeting 

state or city standards shall be provided in each mobile home park.  

Connection shall be made to the public supply of water where 

available.  The water distribution system shall be governed by the 

following regulation: 

 

(1) It shall be connected by pipes to all mobile home spaces or 

 buildings and other facilities requiring water. 

 

(2) All water piping, fixtures and other equipment shall be 

constructed and maintained in accordance with state and city 

regulations and standards. 

 

(3) The water mains shall be placed within a properly dedicated 

easement to allow adequate maintenance. 

 

(4) One master water meter will be provided by the licensee for each 

mobile home park when connected to city's water system. 
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(b) Individual water riser pipes and connections shall be provided to meet 

the following standards. 

 

(1) Individual water riser pipes shall be located within the confined 

area of the outside perimeter walls of the mobile home at a point 

where the water connection will approximate a vertical position. 

 

(2) Water riser service pipes shall extend at least four inches above 

ground elevation.  The pipe shall be at least three-quarters inch in 

diameter.  The water outlet shall be capped in an approved manner 

when the space or lot is unoccupied. 

 

(3) Adequate provisions shall be made to prevent freezing of service 

lines, valves and riser pipes.  Surface drainage shall be diverted 

from the location of the riser pipe. 

 

(4) A shutoff valve below the frost line shall be provided near each 

water riser pipe. (5-13-74, 6 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-19.  Sewage disposal. 

 

(a) An adequate and safe sewage system shall be provided in all parks for 

conveying and disposing of the sewage.  The sewer system for a 

mobile home park shall be constructed in accordance with state and 

city regulations.  Affluents from sewage treatment facilities shall not 

be discharged into any waters of the state except with prior approval 

of the county health department and the regulatory agencies of the 

state. 

 

(b) All individual sewer connections installed in the mobile home park 

shall meet the following standards: 

 

(1) Each mobile home space shall be provided with a sewer riser 

pipe at least four inches in diameter.  The sewer riser pipe 

shall be so located in each space at the sewer connection that 

the mobile home drain outlet will approximate a vertical 

position. 

 

(2) The sewer connection from the mobile home to the sewer riser 

pipe shall have a nominal inside diameter of at least three 

inches and the slope of any portion thereof shall be at least 

one-fourth inch per foot.  The sewer connection shall consist 

of one pipeline only without any branch fittings.  All joints 

shall be water tight.  All sewer connections shall comply with 

city and state requirements. 
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(3) All materials used for sewer connections shall comply with 

city and state regulations. 

 

(4) Provision shall be made for capping the sewer riser pipe in an 

approved manner when the space is unoccupied.  Surface 

drainage shall be diverted away from the riser.  The rim of the 

riser pipe shall extend at least four inches above ground 

elevation. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-20.  Refuse and garbage disposal. 

 

Every mobile home shall be provided with substantial flytight, metal garbage 

depositories from which the contents shall be removed by an approved private garbage 

collection service at least weekly. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-21.  Electrical and telephone service--Distribution systems. 

 

All electrical and telephone wiring in the mobile home park shall be underground 

and installed in accordance with city or state regulations governing public or private 

utilities.  The general requirements for such wiring shall be as follows: 

 

(a) Every mobile home park shall contain an electrical wiring system 

consisting of wiring, fixtures, equipment and appurtenances which 

shall be installed and maintained in accordance with applicable codes 

and regulations for such systems. 

 

(b) Main power lines and telephone conductors shall be located 

underground.  All buried conductors or cable shall conform to city 

and state specifications.  Such conductors shall be located not less 

than one foot radial distance from water, sewer or gas lines.  The 

location of all such underground lines shall be clearly marked by 

surface signs at approved intervals. (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-22.  Same--Individual electrical connections. 

 

(a) For individual electrical connections, the following standards shall 

be required: 

 

(1) Every space shall be served and metered by the private or public 

utility in the same manner as for a single family residential lot 

with an underground service line and shall be provided with 

approved disconnecting device and over current protective 

equipment.  The minimum service per outlet should be 120/240 

volts AC, 50 amperes. 
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(2) Outlets, receptacles or pressure connectors, shall be housed in an 

Underwriters' Laboratory approved weatherproof outlet box and 

shall be located not more than twenty-five feet from the over 

current protective device in the mobile home.  Three pole, four 

wire, grounding type outlets shall be used. 

 

(3) The mobile home shall be connected to the outlet box by an 

Underwriters' Laboratory approved type of flexible supply cord 

with a male attachment plug or pressure connectors.  If the 

distance from the receptacle to the mobile home exceeds three 

feet, the cord shall be installed underground. 

 

(b) All exposed noncurrent-carrying metal parts of mobile homes and all 

other equipment shall be grounded by means of an approved 

grounding conductor with branch circuit conductors.  The neutral 

conductor shall not be used as an equipment ground for mobile 

homes or other equipment and the grounding conductor shall be 

attached to a permanent ground in an approved (5-13-74, § 1.) 

 

Sec. 12-23.  Fire protection. 

 

Every mobile home park shall be equipped at all t fire extinguishing equipment in good 

working order, at type, size and number and so located within the within the park as to 

satisfy all applicable regulations of Chapter 7 of and other ordinances of the city.  No 

open fires permitted at any time which may endanger life or property, and no fires shall 

be left untended at any time. (5-13-74, § 1.) 
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CHAPTER 13 

 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC 
 
State law references-Authority of city to regulate traffic, G.S., §§ 20-169,  

16OA-300; motor vehicles and traffic generally, G.S., § 20-1 et seq.; city streets, 
traffic and parking generally, G. S., § 16OA-296 to 16OA3 0 7. 

Cross References-Operation of vehicles in cemeteries, § 5-18; use of  
cemeteries as public thoroughfare, § 5-19; riding on fire trucks generally, § 7-2; 
driving over fire hoses, § 73; right-of-way of fire trucks, § 7-4; transportation of 
explosives, §§ 7-34--7-37; gasoline storage, §§ 7-44, 7-45, 7-51; mobile home 
parks generally, Ch. 12; noise generally, .14-11., 14 - -12; private use of city 
equipment for vehicles, § 14-17; railroads generally, §§ 14-18, 14-19; wreckers 
towing vehicles without prior consent, § 14-20; police generally, Ch. 15; streets 
and sidewalks generally, Ch. 16; obstruction of streets and sidewalks generally, § 
16-2; taxicabs generally, Ch. 18. 

 
Article I. In General 

 
§ 13-1.  Use of coasters, roller skates and similar devises restricted. 
§ 13-2.  Official traffic maps. 
§ 13-3. Park areas. 
§ 13-4.  Exemptions to authorized emergency vehicles. 
§ 13-4.1.  Certain vehicles for hire; operation with temporary permit. 

 
Article II.  Traffic Control Devices 

 
§ 13-5.  Obedience generally. 
§ 13-6.  When signs required for enforcement purposes. 
§ 13-7.  Signal legend. 
§ 13-8.  Flashing signals. 

 
Article III.  Operation of Vehicles 

 
§ 13-9.  Moving cars from parked positions. 
§ 13-10.  Driving through funeral possessions. 
§ 13-11. Driving on roadways laned for traffic. 
§ 13-12.  Limitations on backing. 
§ 13-13.  Vehicle shall not be driven on a sidewalk. 
§ 13-14.  Boarding or alighting from vehicles. 
§ 13-15.  Riding on vehicles not designated for passengers. 
§ 13-16.  Protruding from vehicle. 

 § 13-17.  Clinging, etc., to moving vehicles. 
§ 13-18.  Entering, jumping on or riding vehicles without permission. 

 § 13-19.  Bicycles and skateboards restricted. 
 § 13-20.  Play streets.
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 § 13-21.  Quiet zones. 
 § 13-22.  One-way streets. 
 § 13-23.  Reserved. 
 § 13-24.  Stop intersections. 
 § 13-25.  Truck routes. 
 § 13-26. Obstructing intersections or crosswalks. 
 § 13-27.  Speed limits. 
 § 13-28.  Turns--Obedience to signs, etc. 
 § 13-29.  Same--Prohibited at specified locations. 
 § 13-30.  Same--Limitations on turning around. 
 § 13-30.1. Off highway vehicles. 
 

Article IV. Stopping, Standing, and Parking 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
 § 13-31.  Application of article. 
 § 13-32.  Prohibited in certain places. 
 § 13-33.  Obedience to no parking zone and safety zone markers. 
 § 13-34.  When vehicles not to stop in streets. 
 § 13-35.  Hazardous or congested places. 
 § 13-36.  Vehicles backed up to curb. 
 § 13-37. Left side of vehicle to curb in business district. 
 § 13-38.  Bus zones. 
 § 13-39.  Curb loading zones. 
 

Division 2. Parking 
 
 § 13-40.  Signs required. 
 § 13-41.  Obstruction of traffic. 
 § 13-42.  Parking in alleys. 
 § 13-43.  Parking for certain purposes; 72-hour limit; handicap parking. 
 § 13-44.  Methods. 
 § 13-45.  Adjacent to schools. 
 § 13-46.  Prohibited zones at all times. 
 § 13-47.  Prohibited zones between 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. 
 § 13-48.  Two-hour zones. 
 § 13-49.  One hour zones. 
 § 13-50.  Fifteen-minute zones. 
 § 13-51.  Special parking times and events. 
 
 

Article V. Registration of Vehicles 
 
 § 13-52.  Required; term; fees. 
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 § 13-53.  Tax collector authorized to designate deputy registrars 
§ 13-54.  Numberplates--Issuance; duplicates. 

 § 13-55.  Same--Transfer. 
 § 13-56.  Same--Display. 
 

Article VI.  Abandoned, Nuisance and Junked Motor Vehicles 
 

 § 13-57.  Administration. 
 § 13-58.  Definitions. 
 § 13-59.  Abandoned vehicle unlawful; removal authorized. 
 § 13-60.  Nuisance vehicle unlawful; removal authorized. 
 § 13-61.  Junked motor vehicle unlawful; removal authorized. 
 § 13-62.  Permitted concealment or enclosure. 

§ 13-63. Removal of abandoned, nuisance or junked motor vehicles; Pretowing 
notice required. 

 § 13-64.  Removal of vehicles; post-towing notice. 
 § 13-65.  Probable cause hearing prior to disposition. 

§ 13-66.  Right to redeem. 
 § 13-67.  Disposal of removed vehicles. 
 § 13-68.  Conditions on removal of vehicles from private property. 
 § 13-69.  Immunity from criminal and civil actions 
 § 13-70.  Exceptions. 
 § 13-71.  Unlawful removal of impounded vehicle. 
 

Article VII. Operation of Golf Carts on Public Streets and Roads 
 

§ 13-72. Authority to regulate. 
§ 13-73. Purpose. 
§ 13-74. Definitions. 
§ 13-75. Operation on public streets and roads. 
§ 13-76. Registration, Inspection, and Fee.  
§ 13-77. Certified golf cart roads. 
§ 13-78. Enforcement. 

 
Article I. In General 

 
Sec. 13-1.  Use of coasters, roller skates and similar devices restricted. 
 

No person on roller skates or riding any coaster, toy vehicle or similar device 
shall go upon any roadway, other than a street set aside as a play street, unless it be while 
crossing at a crosswalk or intersection. (Code 1961, § 16-16) 
 
Sec. 13-2.  Official traffic maps. 
 

(a) Pursuant to Section 16OA-77 of the General Statutes of North 
Carolina, the ordinances of the city relative to the following uses of 
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the streets of the city are codified upon the official traffic map of the 
city: 

 
(1) Location of traffic-control devices and designation of 

restrictions on right turns on red at such locations. 
 
(2) Establishment of speed limits for certain streets or portions of 

streets. 
 

(3) Designation of locations where restrictions upon vehicle turns 
are in effect. 

 
(4) Designation of stop intersections. 

 
(5) Designation of yield intersections. 

 
(6) Designation of one-way streets. 

 
(7) Designation of truck routes. 

 
(8) Designation of streets with gross weight limitations. 

 
(9) Designation of locations where parking is limited, restricted or 

prohibited. 
 

(b) Such traffic maps shall be maintained so as to reflect the current status 
of such ordinances and shall be available for public inspection at city 
hall. 

 
State law reference--Codification of in ordinances by use of official maps,  

G.S., § 16OA-77. 
 
Sec. 13-3.  Park Areas. 
 

No power vehicles shall be allowed in than those designated by the city manager.  
The for trail bikes shall be used as such. (4-23-73) 
 
Sec. 13-4.  Exemptions to authorized emergency vehicles. 
 

(a) The provisions of this chapter regulating the operation, parking and 
standing of vehicles shall also apply to authorized emergency 
vehicles, as defined in this chapter, except as follows: 

 
Unless otherwise directed by a police officer, a driver when operating such 

vehicle in an emergency, may: 
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(1) Park or stand, notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter. 
 
(2) Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after 

slowing down as may be necessary for safe operation. 
 

(3) Exceed the prima facie speed limit so long as he does not 
endanger life or property. 

 
(4) Disregard regulations governing direction of movement, or 

turning in specified directions so long as he does not endanger 
life or property. 

 
(b) The foregoing exemptions shall not, however, protect the driver of 

any vehicle from the consequences of his reckless disregard for the 
safety of others. (Code 1961, § 16-17) 

 
State law references--Exemption from speed limits, G.S., § 20-145;  

exemption from right of way rules, G.S., § 20-156; 
operation of vehicle on approach of emergency vehicle, 
G.S., § 20-157. 

Cross-reference--Right-of-way of fire trucks, § 7-4. 
 
Sec. 13-4.1. Certain vehicles for hire; operation with temporary permit. 
 

For the purpose of transporting school children, drivers of vehicles for hire within 
the city may operate under the privilege of a temporary, thirty-day permit.  The fee for 
such permit shall be one dollar and twenty-five cents ($1.25). (Mo. of 10-13-75) 
  

Editor’s note--Motion of Oct. 13, 1975, did not specifically amend the 
Code.  Codification herein as §13-4.1 was, therefore, at the discretion of 
the editor. 

 
 

Article II. Traffic Control Devices. 
 

For state law as to authority of city to use traffic control devices, see G.S.,  
§§ 20-158, 20- 1 69 . 

 
Sec. 13-5.  Obedience generally. 
 

The driver of any vehicle shall obey the directions of any official traffic control 
device placed in accordance with the traffic regulations of the city, subject to certain 
exemptions which are granted the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle in section 
13-4. (Code 1961, § 16-23.) 
 
 



§ 13-6 MOUNT HOLLY CITY CODE § 13-7 

 Supplemented through March 25, 2019. 

Sec. 13-6.  When signs required for enforcement purposes. 
 

No provision of this chapter which provides for signs shall be enforced against an 
alleged violator if, at the time and place of the alleged violation, such official sign is not 
in proper position or is insufficiently legible to an ordinarily observant person.  Whenever 
a particular chapter section does not provide for signs, such section shall be effective 
without signs being placed to give notice thereof. (Code 1961, § 16-24.) 

 
Sec. 13-7.  Signal legend. 
 

Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic control signals exhibiting the words 
“Go”, “Caution”, or “Stop”, or exhibiting differently colored lights, successively, one at a 
time, the following colors only shall be used and said terms and lights shall indicate and 
apply to drivers of vehicles and pedestrians as follows: 
 

(a) Green alone, or “Go”. 
 

(1) Vehicular traffic facing the signal may proceed straight 
through, or turn right or left unless a sign prohibits either such 
turn.  But vehicular traffic shall yield the right-of-way to other 
vehicles and pedestrians who happen to be lawfully within the 
intersection.  Pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across 
the roadway within the crosswalk area, whether marked or 
not. 

 
(b) Steady yellow alone, or “Caution”, when shown following the green or 

“Go” signal. 
 

(1) Vehicular traffic facing the signal shall stop before entering 
the nearest crosswalk at the intersection, but if such stop 
cannot be made in safety, a vehicle may be driven cautiously 
through the intersection. 

 
(2) Pedestrians facing such signal are thereby warned that there 

will not be sufficient time to safely cross a. roadway, and any 
pedestrian then starting to cross shall yield the right-of-way to 
all vehicles. 

 
(c)  Steady red alone, or “Stop”. 

 
(1) Vehicular traffic facing the signal shall stop before entering 

the nearest crosswalk at an intersection, or at such other point 
as may be indicated by a clearly visible line, and shall remain 
standing until green or “Go” is shown alone; provided, that 
any vehicle after coming to a complete stop for a red light 
facing the vehicle, may make a right turn after yielding to 
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pedestrians and other vehicles, as provided by Section 20-158 
of the General Statutes, unless such right turn is prohibited as 
indicated on the official traffic maps. 

 
(2) No pedestrian facing such signal shall enter the roadway 

unless he can do so without interfering with any vehicular traffic 
 
(d)  Steady red with green arrow. 

 
(1) Vehicular traffic facing such signal may cautiously enter the 

intersection and continue the movement in the direction 
indicated by such arrow, but shall not interfere with other 
traffic. 

 
(2) No pedestrian facing such signal shall enter the roadway 

unless he can do so without interfering with any vehicular 
traffic. (Code 1961, § 16-25.) 

 
For state law as to signal legend, see G.S., § 20-158. 

 
Sec. 13-8.  Flashing signal. 
 

Whenever flashing red or yellow signals are used they shall require obedience by 
vehicular traffic as follows: 
 

(a) Flashing red (stop signal).  When a red lens is illuminated by rapid 
intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles shall stop before entering the 
nearest crosswalk at an intersection, or at a limit line when marked, 
and the right to proceed shall be subject to the rules of safety and 
noninterference with other traffic. 

 
(b) Flashing yellow (caution signal).  When a yellow lens is illuminated 

by rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed 
through the intersection or past such signal only with caution. (Code 
1961, § 16-26.) 

 
For state law as to signal legend, see G.S., § 20-158. 

 
Article III.  Operation of Vehicles. 

 
For state law as to rules of the road, see G.S., §§ 20-130 to 20-175. 

 
Sec. 13-9.  Moving cars from parked positions. 
 

Parked cars shall move out in the direction headed or, if they are parked at an 
angle with the curb, they shall back out at that angle until they have cleared the other cars 
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and shall then proceed in the direction in which they are most nearly headed. (Code 1961, 
§ 16-32.) 
 
Sec. 13-10.  Driving through funeral processions. 
 

No vehicle may be driven through a funeral procession, except fire department 
vehicles, police patrols and ambulances and only if the same are responding to calls. 

(Code 1961, § 16-35.) 
 
Sec. 13-11.  Driving on roadways laned for traffic. 
 

All vehicles operated on any roadway which has been clearly marked with traffic 
lanes shall be driven, as nearly as practical, entirely within a single lane and shall not be 
moved out of such lane until the driver has first ascertained that such movement can be 
made with safety. (Code.1961, § 16-36.) 

 
Sec. 13-12.  Limitations on backing. 
 

The driver of a vehicle shall not back it into any intersection or over a crosswalk, 
nor shall he back it otherwise unless such movement can be made in safety and unless 
ample warning has been given by hand or horn or other signal. (Code 1961, § 16-37.) 
 
Sec. 13-13.  Vehicle shall not be driven on a sidewalk. 
 

The driver of a vehicle shall not drive within any sidewalk area except at a 
permanent or temporary driveway. (Code 1961, § 16-40.) 
 

For state law as to driving on sidewalks, see G. S., § 20-160. 
 
Sec. 13-14.  Boarding or alighting from vehicles. 
 

No person shall board or alight from any public conveyance or other vehicle 
while such conveyance is in motion. (Code 1961, § 16-41.) 
 
Sec. 13-15.  Riding on vehicles not designated for passengers. 
 

No person shall ride on any public conveyance or vehicle not designated or 
intended for the use of passengers.  This provision shall not apply to an employee 
engaged in the necessary discharge of duty, nor to persons riding within truck bodies in 
spaces intended for merchandise. (Code 1961, § 1642.) 
 

As to riding on fire trucks, see § 7-2 of this Code. 
 
Sec. 13-16.  Protruding from vehicle. 
 

No person shall allow any part of his body to protrude beyond the limits of the 
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vehicle in which he is riding, except to give such signals as are by law required. (Code 
1961, § 1643.) 
 
Sec. 13-17.  Clinging, etc., to moving vehicles. 
 

Any person riding upon any bicycle, motorcycle, coaster, sled, roller skates or any 
toy vehicle shall not attach the same or himself to any public conveyance or moving 
vehicle upon any roadway. (Code 1961, § 16-48.) 
 
Sec. 13-18.  Entering, jumping on or riding vehicles without permission. 
 

No person shall enter, jump on or ride any automobile or other vehicle without the 
consent of the owner or driver. (Code 1961, § 16-49.) 
 
Sec. 13-19.  Bicycles and skateboards restricted. 
 

(a) The use of bicycles, skateboards, scooters, roller skates, and similar 
devices are prohibited at all times upon sidewalks within the central 
business district of the City of Mount Holly and within the premises, 
parking lots, and sidewalks adjacent to the Mount Holly Citizens’ 
Center.  (Amended 12-08-08.)   

 
(b) The use of bicycles, skateboards, scooters, roller skates, and similar 

devices are prohibited within the central business district of the City 
of Mount Holly and within the premises, parking lots, and sidewalks 
adjacent to the Mount Holly Citizens’ Center during parades, festivals 
and similar activities while any streets within the district are closed 
for such activities, except as may be permitted while participating in 
any such activity.  (Amended 12-08-08.) 

 
(c) Any police officer, code enforcement officer, or any other person or 

persons designated by the City Manager may issue a citation to any 
person in violation of this ordinance.  These citations shall specify the 
penalty of Twenty-five Dollars ($25), which shall be payable within 
fifteen (15) days at the Mount Holly City Hall.  A delinquent charge 
of Ten Dollars ($10) shall be added to any citation not paid within 
fifteen (15) days from its date of issuance.  Failure to pay the citation 
and delinquent charge may result in the filing of a criminal complaint 
charging the violator with a misdemeanor.  (adopted 5-10-2004) 

 
(d) Any device used in violation of this ordinance may be confiscated as 

evidence pending the disposition of the case and payment of the 
citation and delinquent charges.  (adopted 5-10-2004) 
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Sec. 13-20.  Play streets. 
 

Whenever authorized signs are placed which prescribe any street, or part thereof, 
as a play street, no person shall drive a vehicle upon any such prescribed street, except 
persons who have business, or who reside within the prescribed area.  All persons shall 
exercise the greatest care when driving upon any play street. (Code 1961, § 16-50.) 
 
Sec. 13-21.  Quiet zones. 
 

Whenever authorized signs are placed which indicate a zone of quiet, the person 
operating a motor vehicle within any such zone shall not sound the horn or any warning 
device of such vehicle, except in an emergency. (Code 1961, § 16-51.) 
 
Sec. 13-22. -One-way streets. 
 

Upon those streets described on the official traffic maps of the city as one-way 
streets, vehicular traffic shall move only in the direction indicated by traffic signs. (Code 
1961, § 16-39.) 
 

For state law as to one-way traffic, see G. S., § 20-165.1. 
 
Sec. 13-23.  Reserved for future legislation. 
 
Sec. 13-24.  Stop intersections. 
 

When stop signs are placed at intersections described on the official traffic maps 
of the city as stop intersections, every driver of a vehicle shall stop before entering the 
intersection, and he shall not proceed into or across the through street until he has first 
determined that no conflict with traffic will ensue. (Code 1961, § 16-59.) 
 

For state law as to right-of-way, see G. S. §§ 20-155, 20-156.  As to duty  
of drivers at stop signs, see G. S. § 20-158. 

 
Sec. 13-25.  Truck routes. 
 

(a) When signs have been erected, it shall be unlawful for any person to 
drive a motor truck over any street of the city described on the official 
traffic maps of the city as locations where such motor trucks are 
prohibited; provided, that such motor trucks may be driven upon such 
streets for the purpose of making pickups or deliveries along such 
streets. 

 
(b) When signs have been erected, it shall be unlawful for any person to 

drive a motor truck except upon those streets described on the official 
traffic maps of the city as truck routes; provided, that such motor 
trucks may be driven upon other streets for the purpose of making 
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pickups or deliveries along such streets. (8-14-61) 
 
Sec. 13-26.  Obstructing intersections or crosswalks. 
 

No driver shall move his vehicle across an intersection or a marked crosswalk 
unless he knows that there is sufficient space on the other side of the intersection or 
crosswalk to accommodate his vehicle without obstructing the passage of other vehicles 
or pedestrians, although a traffic control, signal may be indicating his right to proceed. 
(Code 1961, § 16-60.) 
 
Sec. 13-27.  Speed limits. 
 

(a) No person shall drive a vehicle on a highway or street within the city 
limits at a greater speed than is reasonable and prudent under the 
conditions then existing. 

 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, it shall be unlawful to 

operate a vehicle in excess of the following speeds: 
 

(1) Twenty miles per hour in any business district. 
 
(2) Thirty-five miles per hour in any residential district. 

 
(3) Fifteen miles per hour in any school zone between the hours of 

7:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. on weekdays during the school year. 
 

(c) When signs have been erected, no person shall exceed the designated 
speed limit on any street or portion of a street designated on the 
official traffic maps of the city. 

 
(d) Appropriate signs shall be erected by the street department showing 

the speed limits in each zone or portion of street where a specified 
speed limit is in effect. (Code 1961, §§ 16-66, 16-67.) 

 
For state law as to speed restrictions, see G.S. § 20-141. 

 
Sec. 13-28.  Turns--Obedience to signs, etc. 
 

Whenever authorized signs are placed which indicate that no “right” or “left” or 
“U” turn is permitted, the driver of a vehicle shall obey the directions of any such sign 
and when authorized markers, buttons or other indications are placed within an 
intersection which indicate the course to be traveled by vehicles traversing or turning, the 
driver of a vehicle shall obey the directions of such indications. (Code 1961, 16-73.) 
 

For state law as to turning, see G.S., § 20-153, 20-154. 
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Sec. 13-29.  Same--Prohibited at specified locations. 
 

(a) No vehicle shall make a left turn at any street intersection described 
on the official traffic maps of the city as a location where such turn is 
prohibited. 

 
(b) No vehicle shall make a right turn at any street intersection described 

on the official traffic maps of the city as a location where such turn is 
prohibited. (Code 1961, § 16-75.) 

 
Sec. 13-30.  Limitations on turning around. 
 

No driver shall turn any vehicle and proceed in the opposite direction within the 
business district, except at street intersections; no vehicle, however, shall make such a 
turn at certain street intersections as described on the official traffic maps of the city at 
locations where such turns are prohibited. (Code 1961, § 16-76.) 
 
Sec. 13-30.1.  Off highway vehicles. 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person to operate “off highway vehicles” including 
go-carts, unlicensed motorcycles, and all-terrain vehicles as defined in Chapter 20 of the 
North Carolina General Statutes upon any lot containing less than one acre and located in 
a residential zoning district.  (Effective 10-01-06.) 
 

Article IV.  Stopping, Standing and Parking. 
 

For state law as to authority of city to regulate onstreet parking, see G.S.,  
§ 160-301.  As to prima facie rule of evidence for enforcement of parking 
regulations, see G.S., § 20-162.1. 

 
Division 1. Generally. 

 
Sec. 13-31.  Application of article. 
 

The provisions of this article prohibiting the stopping, standing or parking of a 
vehicle shall apply at all times or at those times herein specified or as indicated on 
official signs except when it is necessary to stop a vehicle to avoid conflict with other 
traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or official traffic control 
device. (Code 1961, § 16-82.) 
 
Sec. 13-32.  Prohibited in certain places. 
 

(a) No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle, except when necessary to 
avoid conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with law or the 
directions of a police officer or traffic control device, or within 
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designated parking areas, and no sign shall be required in any of the 
following places: 

 
(1) On a sidewalk; 
 
(2) In front of a public or private driveway; 

 
(3) Within an intersection; 

 
(4) Within fifteen feet of fire hydrant; 
 
(5) On a crosswalk; 

 
(6) Within twenty feet of a crosswalk at an intersection; 

 
(7) Within thirty feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop 

or traffic control signal; 
 

(8) Within fifty feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing; 
 

(9) Within twenty feet of the driveway entrance to any f ire station 
and on the side of a street opposite the entrance to any fire station 
within seventy-five feet of such entrance, when properly 
signposted; 

 
(10)  Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when 

stopping, standing or parking would obstruct traffic; 
 
(11)  On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge  

   or curb of a street; 
 

(12) At any place where official signs prohibit stopping. 
 
(13) On River Street from the City's parking lot at River Street Park 
      North to Dutchman's Creek. (adopted & effective 6-8-92) 
  
(14)  Within one hundred feet of an intersection of any road with any 
NCDOT maintained road. (Adopted 2-11-2019.) 

 
(b) No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under his control into any 

such prohibited area or away from a curb such distance as is unlawful. 
(Code 1961, § 16-89.) 

 
For state law as to parking in certain places, see G.S. §§ 20-157, 
20-162. 
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Sec. 13-33.  Obedience to no parking zone and safety zone markers. 
 

Whenever authorized signs or markers are placed which indicate no parking zones 
or safety zones, the driver of a vehicle shall obey such regulatory indications. (Code 
1961, § 16-84.) 
 
Sec. 13-34.  When vehicles not to stop in streets. 
 

(a) No vehicle shall stop in any street, except for the purpose of parking as  
prescribed in this chapter, unless such stop is made necessary 
  
(1) By the approach of fire apparatus; 
 
(2) By the approach of a funeral or other procession which is given 

right-of-way; 
 

(3) By the stopping of a public conveyance; 
 
(4) By the lowering of railway gates; 

 
(5) By being given countermanding traffic signals; 

 
(6) By the passing of some other vehicle or a pedestrian; 

 
(7) By some emergency. 

 
(b) In all cases covered by these exceptions, vehicles shall stop so as not 

to obstruct any footway, pedestrian aisle, safety zone, crossing or 
street intersection if it can be avoided. (Code 1961, § 16-85.) 

 
Sec. 13-35.  Hazardous or congested places. 
 

(a) The city manager is hereby authorized to determine and designate by 
proper signs places not exceeding two hundred feet in length in which 
the stopping, standing or parking of vehicles would create an 
especially hazardous condition or would cause unusual delay to 
traffic. 

 
(b) When official signs are erected at hazardous or congested places as 

authorized herein, no person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle in any 
such designated place. (Code 1961, § 16-92.) 

 
Sec. 13-36.  Vehicles backed up to curb. 
 

In no case shall a vehicle remain backed up to curb, except when actually loading 
or unloading.  If the vehicle be horse-drawn, the horse shall stand parallel to the curb and 
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face the direction of traffic. (Code 1961, § 16-98.) 
 
Sec. 13-37.  Left side of vehicle to curb in business district. 
 

No vehicle shall stop with its left side to the curb in the business district. (Code 
1961, § 16-99.) 

 
Sec. 13-38.  Bus zones. 
 

It shall be unlawful to park a bus upon any street in the business district at any 
place other than a bus stop.  Bus stops shall be designated and marked by the city 
manager with appropriate signs. (Code 1961, § 16-101.) 
 
Sec. 13-39.  Curb loading zones. 
  

The city manager shall designate and mark locations of curb loading zones for the 
purpose of loading and unloading of merchandise, goods, etc. (Code 1961, § 16-102.) 
 

Division 2. Parking, 
 
Sec. 13-40.  Signs required. 
 

Whenever any parking time limit is imposed or parking is prohibited on 
designated streets at designated places, it shall be the duty of the street department to 
erect appropriate signs giving notice thereof and no such regulations shall be effective 
unless the signs are erected and in place at the time of any alleged offense. (Code 1961, § 
16-83.) 
 
Sec. 13-41.  Obstruction of traffic. 
 

No person shall park any vehicle upon a street or in any alley in such a manner or 
under such conditions as to leave available less than ten feet of the width of the paved 
roadway for free movement of vehicular traffic.  Cars parked in violation of this 
ordinance shall be subject to being towed at owner’s expense. (Code 1961, § 16-86.)  
(amended 2-17-92) 
 
13-41.1.  Parking shall be prohibited from the East end of Cove Avenue (as extended by 
Council action of October 14, 1991) westward to a point at the Northwest corner of Lot 
Number 14 of the W. 0. Pratt land as shown on plat recorded in Plat Book 4, Page 101, of 
the Gaston County Register of Deeds Office.  Cars parked in violation of this ordinance 
shall be subject to being towed at owner's expense. (adopted 2-17-92) 
 
Sec. 13-42.  Parking in alleys. 
 

No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle within an alley in such position as to 
block the driveway entrance to any abutting property. (Code 1961, § 16-87.) 
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Sec. 13-43.  Standing or Parking for certain purposes. 
 

(a) Storage prohibited; 72-hour limit. 
 

(1) It shall be unlawful to stand or park a vehicle or any portion of a 
vehicle within any street or highway right-of-way for the principal 
purpose of: 
a. Displaying it for sale. 
b. Washing, greasing or repairing such vehicle, except repairs 

necessary by emergency. 
c. Storage of such vehicle. 
 

(2) For the purpose of this section, a vehicle shall be deemed to have 
been left on the street or highway for the principal purpose of 
storage when that vehicle has been standing in one place on the 
streets of the City for a longer continuous period than seventy-two 
(72) hours.  The provisions of this paragraph shall apply to a 
vehicle which is left standing immediately in front of and adjacent 
to its owner's residence only when the vehicle has no license plates 
or expired license plates. 

 
(3) The effective date of this ordinance is December 12, 1985, at 

12:01 A. M. (12-9-85) 
 

(b)  Handicap parking.  It shall be unlawful for any person to park any 
motor vehicle in a parking space within the corporate limits of Mount Holly 
designated for parking by handicapped persons, unless the motor vehicle is 
displaying a license plate issued by the State of North Carolina, or any other state, 
designating the owner or operator as a handicapped person or disabled veteran.  
The designation of such parking place shall be by painting a handicapped symbol 
on the pavement or by the erection of a sign bearing a handicapped parking 
symbol.  This ordinance shall apply to all parking spaces designated for the 
handicapped including those located along city streets, state highways, and within 
off-street parking lots owned or leased by this city or zoned or leased by any 
person, firm, or corporation and available for use by the general public or by 
clientele of a designated business establishment. 

 
A fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be imposed for each violation of this 

ordinance and such motor vehicle may be removed by the police of Mount Holly at the 
owners expense. (11-8-82) 
 
Sec. 13-44.  Methods. 
 

(a)  Parallel.  Where not otherwise indicated by this chapter, all vehicles 
shall park parallel to the curb and not more than twelve inches therefrom. 
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(b)  Lined areas.  On any street which is marked off with lines indicating 
the parking spaces for cars, the same shall be parked between such lines. 

 
Sec. 13-45.  Adjacent to schools. 
 

(a) The street department is hereby authorized to erect signs indicating 
no parking upon that side of any street adjacent to any school 
property when such parking would, in the opinion of the city 
manager, interfere with traffic or create a hazardous situation. 

 
(b) When official signs are erected indicating no parking upon that side 

of a street adjacent to any school property, no person shall park a 
vehicle in any such designated place. (Code 1961, § 16-91.) 

 
Sec. 13-46.  Prohibited zones at all times. 
 

When appropriate signs are erected, no person shall park a vehicle at any time 
upon any of the streets or parts of streets described on the official traffic maps of the city 
as locations where parking is prohibited at all times. (Code 1961, § 1690.) 
 
Sec. 13-47.  Prohibited zones between 1:00 A.M. and 6:00 A.M. 
 

When appropriate signs are erected, no person shall park a vehicle between the 
hours of 1:00 A.M. and 6:00 A.M. upon any of the streets described on the official traffic 
maps of the city as locations where parking is prohibited during such period of time; 
provided, that this section shall not apply to automobiles or other vehicles if their owners 
are at work in the building or on the premises near which the vehicles are parked. (Code 
1961, § 16-93.) 
 
Sec. 13-48.  Two-hour zones. 
 

When appropriate signs are erected, no person shall park a vehicle for longer than 
two hours at any time between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. on any day, except 
Sundays and public holidays, upon any of the streets described on the official traffic 
maps of the city as locations where parking is limited to two hours during such period of 
time.  A change of position of vehicles from one point directly to another point within the 
same block shall be deemed one continuous parking period. (Code 1961, § 16-94.) 
 
Sec. 13-49.  One hour zones. 
 

When appropriate signs are erected, no person shall park a vehicle for longer than 
one hour at any time between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. on any day except 
Sundays and public holidays, upon any of the streets described on the official traffic 
maps of the city as locations where parking is limited to one hour during such period of 
time.  A change of position of vehicles from one point directly to another point within the 
same block shall be deemed one continuous parking period. (Code 1961, § 16-95.)
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Sec. 13-50.  Fifteen-minute zones. 
 

When appropriate signs are erected, no person shall park a vehicle for longer than 
fifteen minutes at any time upon any street described on the official traffic maps of the 
city as locations where parking is limited to fifteen minutes.  A change of position of 
vehicles from one point directly to another point within the same block shall be deemed 
one continuous parking period. (Code 1961, § 16-96.) 
 
Sec. 13-51.  Special parking times and events. 
 

(a) Parking restrictions shall not be in effect on East Catawba Avenue 
between South Main Street and Highland Street and on East Glendale 
Street and West Glendale Street during the hours on Sunday when 
Church services are being held. 

 
(b) In the event of a funeral or a special event in any part of the city, 

special parking privileges may be granted by the police department 
and shall be handled under the direction of the police department.  
(Code 1961, § 16-103.) 

 
(c) Parking restrictions shall not be in effect on the east side of South 

Hawthorne Street between West Catawba Avenue and West Glendale 
Street during church activities. 

 
 

Article V. Registration of Vehicles. 
 

For state law as to authority of city to levy motor vehicle taxes, see G.S., 
§§ 16OA-213, 20-97. 

 
Sec. 13-52.  Required; term; fees. 
 

Every resident motor vehicle operated in the city, except motor vehicles 
temporarily operated for a period of time not exceeding a total of thirty days, and except 
motor vehicles operated for car display or car exhibition purposes by car manufacturers 
or dealers, displaying dealers' license plates issued by the state, shall register such vehicle 
with the city registrar of motor vehicles. 
 

The period of registration shall include the twelve months between January 1, and 
December 31. 

The fee for registration shall be one dollar, not prorated. (Code 1961, § 16-2.) 
 
Sec. 13-53.  Tax collector authorized to designate deputy registrars. 
 

In order to facilitate the registration of motor vehicles under the provisions of this 
article, the tax collector is hereby authorized to designate one or more deputy registrars of 



§ 13-53 MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC § 13-57 

 Supplemented through March 25, 2019. 

motor vehicles, in addition to the registrar provided for by section 13-52, to provide for 
the establishment of an office for the registrar or deputy registrars, outside of the city 
hall, and to apportion the duties connected with the registration of motor vehicles among 
the registrars. (Code 1961, § 16-3.) 
 
Sec. 13-54.  Numberplates--Issuance; duplicates. 
 

For every registered motor vehicle, the registrar shall issue to the person 
registering the vehicle an appropriate numberplate.  Upon satisfactory evidence that any 
such registration numberplate has been lost or destroyed, the registrar shall issue a 
duplicate to the owner of such registered vehicle.  The duplicate plate will be furnished at 
a fee of fifty cents. (Code 1961, § 16-4.) 
 
Sec. 13-55.  Same--Transfer. 
 

A numberplate shall not be transferred from one vehicle to another, and shall not 
be used by any person upon any motor vehicle except upon the one for which it was 
issued. (Code 1961, § 16-5.) 
 
Sec. 13-56.  Same--Display. 
 

Every motor vehicle operated on the streets of the city for which registration is 
required shall throughout the current issue year display the assigned number-plate on the 
front of the vehicle in such a manner as to be visible at all times. 
 
 

Article VI.  Abandoned, Nuisance and Junked Motor Vehicles 
 
Sec. 13-57.  Administration. 
 
 

(a) The city police and code enforcement division shall be responsible for the 
administration and enforcement of this article. The police department shall be 
responsible for administering the removal of vehicles determined to be 
"abandoned" on public property, including streets and highways within the city 
limits. The code enforcement division shall be responsible for administering the 
removal of abandoned, junked and nuisance vehicles located on private property 
in the city. 
 

(b) The city may contract with private towing operators to remove, store and dispose 
of abandoned, junked and nuisance vehicles in compliance with all state and 
local laws. Nothing in this article shall be construed to limit the legal authority 
and powers of the city police and fire department officers in enforcing other laws 
or in otherwise carrying out their duties. (10-10-11) 
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Sec. 13-58.  Definitions. 
 
 For the purpose of this chapter, certain words and terms are defined as herein 
indicated: 
 

(a) ABANDONED VEHICLE.  As authorized and defined in G. S. 160A-303, 
an abandoned motor vehicle is one that: 

 
(1) If left upon a public street or highway in violation of a law or ordinance 

prohibiting parking; or is left on a public street or highway for longer 
than seven (7) days; or is left on property owned or operated by the City 
for longer than twenty-four (24) hours; or 

(2) Is left on private property without the consent of the owner, occupant or 
lessee thereof, for longer than two (2) hours. 

 
(b) AUTHORIZING OFFICIAL.  The supervisory employee of the police 

department or the City Manager or his designee respectively designated to 
authorize the removal of vehicles under the provisions of this chapter. 

 
(c) CAR COVER.  A car cover shall be made of a material and type that is 

specifically designed to cover a vehicle or shall be a tarp of a neutral color 
which shall cover the vehicle entirely and shall remain in good repair and 
shall not be allowed to deteriorate.  Covers shall be the colors of dark green, 
brown, grey, tan or other neutral, earth tone colors. 

 
(d) MOTOR VEHICLE OR VEHICLE.  Any machine designed or intended to 

travel over land or water by self-propulsion or while attached to a self-
propelled vehicle. 

 
(e) JUNKED MOTOR VEHICLE.  As authorized and defined in G. S. 160A-

303.2, a junked motor vehicle is one that does not display a current license 
plate lawfully and that: 

 
(1) Is partially dismantled or wrecked; or 
(2) Cannot be sold-propelled or moved in a manner in which it originally 

was intended to move; or 
(3) Is more than five (5) years old and appears to be worth less than five 

hundred dollars ($500.00). 
 

(f) NUISANCE MOTOR VEHICLE.  A vehicle on public or private property 
that is determined and declared to be a health or safety hazard, a public 
nuisance, and unlawful, including a vehicle found to be: 

 
(1) A breeding ground or harbor for mosquitoes, other insects, rats or other 

pests; or 
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(2) A point of heavy growth of weeds or other noxious vegetation over eight 
(8) inches in height; or 

(3) A point of collection of pools or ponds of water; or 
(4) A point of concentration of quantities of gasoline, oil or other flammable 

or explosive materials as evidenced by odor; or 
(5) One which has areas of confinement which cannot be operated from the 

inside, such as trucks, hoods, etc.; or 
(6) So situated or located that there is a danger of it falling or turning over; 

or 
(7) One which is a point of collection of garbage, food waste, animal waste, 

or any other rotten or putrescible matter of any kind; or 
(8) One which has sharp parts which are jagged or contain sharp edges of 

metal, glass, or other rigid materials; or 
(9) One which creates any circumstances which expose the general public to 

a safety or health hazard; or 
(10) Any other vehicle specifically declared a health safety hazard and a 

public nuisance by the City Council. (10-10-11) 
 
Sec. 13-59.  Abandoned vehicle unlawful; removal authorized. 
 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the registered owner or person entitled to possession 
of a vehicle to cause or allow such vehicle to be abandoned as the term is 
defined herein. 

 
(b) Upon investigation, proper authorizing officials of the City may determine 

that a vehicle is an abandoned vehicle and order the vehicle removed. 
 
Sec. 13-60.  Nuisance vehicle unlawful; removal authorized. 
 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the registered owner or person entitled to possession 
of a motor vehicle, or for the owner, lessee, or occupant of the real property 
upon which the vehicle is located to leave or allow the vehicle to remain on 
the property after it has been declared a nuisance vehicle. 

 
(b) Upon investigation, the authorizing official may determine and declare that a 

vehicle is a health or safety hazard and a nuisance vehicle as defined above, 
and order the vehicle removed. (10-10-11) 

 
Sec. 13-61.  Junked motor vehicle regulated; removal authorized. 
 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the registered owner or person entitled to the 
possession of a junked motor vehicle, or for the owner, lessee, or occupant of 
the real property upon which a vehicle is located to leave or allow the vehicle 
to remain on the property after the vehicle has been ordered removed. 
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(b) It shall be unlawful to have more than one junked motor vehicle, as defined 
herein, on the premises of public or private property.  Single, permitted 
junked motor vehicle must strictly comply with the location and concealment 
requirements of this section. 

 
(c) It shall be unlawful for any owner, person entitled to the possession of a 

junked motor vehicle, or for the owner, lessee, or occupant of the real 
property upon which a junked motor vehicle is located to fail to comply with 
the locational requirements or concealment requirements of this section. 

 
(d) Subject to the provisions of section 13-62 below, upon investigation, the City 

Manager or his designees may order the removal of a junked motor vehicle as 
defined herein, after finding in writing that the aesthetic benefits of removing 
the vehicle outweigh the burdens imposed on the private property owner.  
Such finding shall be based on a balancing of the monetary loss of the 
apparent owner against the corresponding gain to the public by promoting or 
enhancing community, neighborhood or area appearance.  The following 
among other relevant factors may be considered: 

 
(1) Protection of property values; 
(2) Promotion of tourism and other economic development opportunities;  
(3) Indirect protection of public health and safety; 
(4) Preservation of the character and integrity of the community; and 
(5) Promotion of the comfort, happiness and emotional stability of area 

residents. (10-10-11) 
 
Sec. 13-62. Permitted concealment or enclosure of junked motor vehicle. 

 
(a) One junked motor vehicle, in its entirety, can be located in the rear yard as 

defined by the City’s Zoning Ordinance if the junked motor vehicle is entirely 
concealed from public view from a street and from abutting premises by an 
acceptable covering. 
 
An appropriate covering shall be made of a material and type that is specifically 
designed to cover a vehicle or shall be a tarp that is a neutral color which shall 
cover the vehicle entirely and shall remain in good repair and shall not be allowed 
to deteriorate. Covers shall be the colors of dark green, brown, grey, tan or other 
neutral, earth tone colors. 
 
The proper authorizing officials have the authority to determine whether any 
junked motor vehicle is adequately concealed by an acceptable covering as 
required by this provision.  

 
(b) More than one junked motor vehicle.  Any other junked motor vehicle(s) must be 

kept in a garage or building structure that provides a complete enclosure so that 
the junked motor vehicle(s) cannot be seen from a public street or abutting 
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property.  A “garage or building structure” means either a lawful, nonconforming 
use or a garage or building structure erected pursuant to the lawful issuance of a 
building permit and which has been constructed in accordance with all zoning and 
building code regulations. (10-10-11) 

 
Sec. 13-63.  Removal of abandoned, nuisance or junked motor vehicles; pre-towing 
notice requirements. 
 

(a) Except as set forth in subsection (c) below, an abandoned, nuisance or junked 
vehicle which is to be removed shall be towed only after notice to the registered
owner or person entitled to possession of the vehicle.  In the case of a nuisance 
vehicle or a junked motor vehicle, if the names and mailing addresses of the 
registered owner or person entitled to the possession of the vehicle, or the owner, 
lessee, or occupant of the real property upon which the vehicle is located can be 
ascertained in the exercise of reasonable diligence, the notice shall be sent by first 
class mail.  The person who mails the notice(s) shall retain a written record to 
show the name(s) and address(s) to which mailed, and the date mailed.  If such 
names and addresses cannot be ascertained or if the vehicle to be removed is an 
abandoned motor vehicle, notice shall be given by affixing on the windshield or 
some other conspicuous place on the vehicle a notice indicating that the vehicle 
will be removed by the city on a specified date, no sooner than seven (7) days 
after the notice is affixed or mailed, unless the vehicle is moved by owner or legal 
possessor prior to that time.   

(b) Except in those instances in which pre-towing notice is not required to be given,  
if the registered owner or person entitled to possession does not remove the 
vehicle but chooses to appeal the authorizing official’s determination that the 
vehicle is abandoned, a safety or health hazard, or, in the case of a junked vehicle, 
that the aesthetic benefits of removing the vehicle outweigh the burdens, he may 
submit a written request to do so to the authorizing official before the seven (7) 
day period has expired.  Such appeal shall be made to the Zoning Board of 
Adjustments in writing, heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting provided 
that the requirements for notification of adjacent property owners are met.  
Further proceedings to remove the vehicle shall be stayed until the appeal is heard 
and decided. 

(c) The requirement that notice be given prior to the removal of an abandoned, 
junked or nuisance vehicle may, as determined by the authorizing official, be 
omitted in those circumstances where there is a special need for prompt action to 
eliminate traffic obstructions or to otherwise maintain and protect the public 
safety and welfare.  By way of illustration and not of limitation, such 
circumstances include vehicles blocking or obstructing ingress or egress to 
business and residences, vehicles parked in such a location or manner as to pose a 
traffic hazard, and vehicles causing damage to public or private property. Such 
findings shall, in all cases, be entered by the authorizing official in the appropriate 
daily records. (10-10-11) 
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Sec. 13-64.  Removal of vehicles; post-towing notice requirements. 
  
The city may have vehicles removed under this article by private towing operators. Any 
abandoned, junked or nuisance vehicle which has been ordered removed may be removed 
to a storage area by the tow truck operator or towing business contracting to perform such 
services for the city. 
 

(a) Whenever a vehicle with a valid registration plate or registration is removed, the 
authorizing official shall immediately notify the last known registered owner of 
the vehicle, such notice to include the following:  
(1) The description of the removed vehicle; 
(2) The location where the vehicle is stored; 
(3) The violation with which the owner is charged, if any; 
(4) The procedure which the owner must follow to redeem the vehicle; and 
(5) The procedure to be followed to request a probable cause hearing. 
If the vehicle is registered in North Carolina, notice shall be given within 24 hours 
from removal of the vehicle. Otherwise, notice shall be given to the registered 
owner within 72 hours from removal of the vehicle. Notice shall be sent to the 
owner at his last known address of the registered owner unless he or his agent 
waives this notice in writing. 

 
(b) Whenever an abandoned, junked or nuisance vehicle is removed and such vehicle 

has no valid registration or registration plate, the authorizing official shall make 
reasonable efforts, including checking the vehicle identification number to 
determine the last known registered owner and to notify the owner of the 
information listed in subsection (a). If the last known registered owner cannot be 
determined the notice posted on the vehicle as required in Section 13-63(a) shall 
be deemed reasonable efforts to determine the last known owner. (10-10-11) 

 
Sec. 13-65.  Probable cause hearing prior to disposition. 
 

(a) After removal of an abandoned, junked or nuisance vehicle and within twenty 
(20) days from the date of mailing of the notice set forth in section 13-64 above, 
the owner or any other person entitled to possession may file a written request 
with the Gaston County magistrate for a hearing to determine if probable cause 
existed for removing the vehicle. The magistrate will set the hearing within 72 
hours of the receipt of the request and the hearing will be conducted in accordance 
with G.S. 20-219.11 as amended. 
 

(b) If the magistrate determines that the vehicle was towed in error, the city shall: 
(1) If the hearing is held before the vehicle is reclaimed, notify the person in 

possession of the vehicle to release it and pay all charges, if any; or 
(2) If the hearing is held after the vehicle is reclaimed, reimburse the owner for all 

charges incurred incident to the towing and storage of the vehicle. 
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(c) Any aggrieved party may appeal the magistrate's decision to district court. (10-10-
11) 

 
Sec. 13-66.  Right to redeem. At any stage in the proceedings, including before the 
probable cause hearing, the owner may obtain possession of the removed vehicle paying 
all towing and storage fees accrued to date or by posting bond for double the amount of 
such fees and charges to the tow truck operator or towing business having custody of the 
removed vehicle.  Upon regaining possession of a vehicle, the owner or person entitled to 
the possession of the vehicle shall not allow or engage in further violations of this 
ordinance. (10-10-11) 
 
Sec. 13-67. Disposal of removed vehicles. 
 
 Any abandoned, nuisance or junked motor vehicle which is not claimed by the 
owner or other party entitled to possession will be disposed of by the tow truck operator 
or towing business having custody of the vehicle.  Disposition of such a vehicle shall be 
carried out in accordance with Article 1 of Chapter 44A of the North Carolina General 
Statutes. (10-10-11) 
 
Sec. 13-68.  Conditions on removal of vehicles from private property. 
 

(a) The city will not remove a vehicle from private property if the owner, occupant or 
lessee could have the vehicle removed under applicable state law procedures. 

(b) Unless determined to be a nuisance or junked motor vehicle by the authorizing 
official, no vehicle shall be ordered removed by the city without prior written 
request from the owner, occupant or lessee. 

(c) The city may require any person requesting the removal of a junked, abandoned, 
or nuisance vehicle from private property to indemnify the city against any loss, 
expense or liability incurred because of the removal, storage, or sale of such 
vehicle. (10-10-11) 

 
Sec. 13-69.  Immunity from criminal and civil actions. 
 
 No person shall be held to answer in any civil or criminal action to any owner or 
other person legally entitled to the possession of an abandoned, nuisance or junked motor 
vehicle for disposing of such vehicle provided in this chapter. (10-10-11) 
 
Sec. 13-70.  Exceptions. 
 

(a) Nothing in this article shall apply to any vehicle: 
 

(1) Which is located in a bona fide "automobile graveyard" or “junkyard” as 
defined in G.S. 136-143, in accordance with the "Junkyard Control Act," G.S. 
136-141 et seq.; or 
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(2) Which is on the premises of a business enterprise being operated in a lawful 
place and manner if the vehicle is necessary to the operation of the enterprise; 
or 

(3) Which is in an appropriate storage place or depository maintained in a lawful 
place and manner by the city or private towing operator contracting with the 
city for removal of vehicles. 
 

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term "lawful place and manner" shall include, 
but not be limited to, strict compliance with the city's zoning ordinance. "A 
vehicle is necessary to the operation of the enterprise" shall mean, but not be 
limited to, the clear, active use or involvement of the vehicle in the operation of 
the business enterprise. Mere storage or idle standing of a vehicle does not 
constitute "a vehicle necessary to the operation of the business." (10-10-11) 
 

Sec. 13-71.  Unlawful removal of impounded vehicle. 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person to remove or attempt to remove from any 
storage facility designated by the City, any vehicle which has been impounded pursuant 
to the provisions of this code unless and until all towing and impoundment fees which are 
due, or bond in lieu of such fees, have been paid. 
 

Article VII. Operation of Golf Carts on Public Streets and Roads 
 
Sec. 13-72. Authority to regulate. 
 

Pursuant to G.S. 160A-300.6, the City is authorized, by ordinance, to require the 
registration of, and regulate the operation of golf carts upon any public street or road 
within the City. 
 
Sec. 13-73. Purpose. 
 
 The establishment of a golf cart ordinance is necessary to address the interests of 
public safety.  Golf carts are not designed or manufactured to be used on public streets, 
roads, and highways, and the City in no way advocates or endorses their operation on 
roads.  The City, by regulating such operation, is merely trying to address obvious safety 
issues, and adoption of this Ordinance is not to be relied upon as a determination that 
operation on roads is safe or advisable if done in accordance with this Ordinance.  All 
persons who operate or ride upon carts on roads do so at their own risk and peril and must 
be observant of and attentive to the safety of themselves and others, including their 
passengers, other motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians.  The City has no liability under 
any theory of liability for permitting carts to be operated on roads under special 
legislation granted by the State Legislature.  Any person who operates a cart must 
procure liability insurance sufficient to cover the risks involved in using a cart on the 
roads of the City. 
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Sec. 13-74. Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 

Golf cart means a vehicle designed and manufactured for operation on a golf 
course for sporting or recreational purposes and that is not capable of exceeding speeds of 
20 miles per hour, as defined by G.S. 20-4.01(12a). 

Operate means to drive, or be in physical control of a golf cart that is moving or 
has its engine on. 

Certified golf cart roads are those roads defined in section 13-77 below. 
 
Sec. 13-75. Operation on public streets and roads. 
 

It is unlawful to operate a golf cart on a public street or road within the City 
unless the following requirements are met. 

(1) The golf cart may only be operated on certified golf cart roads that meet the 
requirements of section 13-77 below, except as provided in section 13-75(10) 
below. 

(2) The operator of the golf cart must have a valid, issued registration, issued by 
the Police Department of the City of Mount Holly in accordance with section 
13-76 below. 

(3) Any person who operates a golf cart must be responsible for all liability 
associated with operation of the golf cart and must have liability insurance 
coverage which will cover the use of a golf cart in an amount not less than 
required by North Carolina law for motor vehicles operated on public 
highways in the State of North Carolina, and must carry proof of insurance 
when operating the golf cart. 

(4) (a)  Except as set forth in Section 4 (b) below, no person may operate a golf 
cart unless that person is at least 16 years of age and licensed to drive upon the 
streets and highways of North Carolina and then, only in accordance with 
such person’s valid driver's license.  Golf cart operators must carry their 
driver’s license on their person at all times while operating a golf cart on 
public roads. (Amended 2-27-2017.) 

(4) (b)  A person wishing to operate a golf cart who is eighteen years of age or 
older with a medical or physical condition that prevents that individual from 
being able to obtain a valid North Carolina driver’s license, may provide to 
the chief of police a letter from a physician certifying that the medical or 
physical condition preventing such person from obtaining a driver’s license 
does not impair his ability to safely operate a golf cart. The chief of police will 
review the physician’s letter and other relevant factors to make a 
determination as to whether there is sufficient evidence of the person’s ability 
to safely operate a golf cart and if so the chief of police shall issue a letter of 
exemption from the driver’s license requirement. The physician’s letter, 
however, does not automatically entitle the person to such exemption. Any 
person that is exempt from the requirement of a valid North Carolina license 
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must carry with him while operating the golf cart on a public street, his letter 
of exemption and a valid North Carolina Identification card. (Amended 2-27-
2017.) 

(5) An operator may not allow the number of people in the golf cart at any one 
time to exceed the maximum capacity specified by the manufacturer.  The 
operator shall not allow passengers to ride on any part of a golf cart not 
designed to carry passengers, such as the part of the golf cart designed to carry 
golf bags.  The operator shall not allow any passenger to ride on any part of a 
golf cart who would be required to ride in a car seat if riding in a car. 

(6) No golf cart may be operated at a speed greater than reasonable and prudent 
for the existing conditions, and in no instance at a speed greater than 20 miles 
per hour. 

(7) No golf cart may be operated in a careless or reckless manner. 
(8) Golf carts must be operated to the right edge of the roadway and must yield to 

all vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 
(9) Golf carts not equipped with Working Lights (as defined herein) may only be 

operated on public streets from 7:00 a.m. to sundown.  Golf carts properly 
equipped with Working Lights may be operated on public streets only 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.  To be properly equipped with 
Working Lights, golf carts shall have two operating headlights directed 
forward, one on each side of the front of the golf cart, and two operating tail 
lights, one on each side of the rear of the cart, all four lights must be visible 
from a distance of 500 feet. (Amended 2-27-2017.) 

(10) Golf carts shall not be operated on any sidewalk, pedestrian walkway, 
jogging path, greenway, park, or trail, except by City personnel while on City 
business.  Application may be made to the City Manager or his designee for a 
waiver of this provision for a period of one or two days for the express 
purpose of undertaking a specific project benefiting a greenway, park, or trail. 

(11) Golf carts may only be parked in the same manner and at the same places 
designated for the parking of motor vehicles.  The stopping, standing, or 
parking of golf carts in an area where parking is not allowed or in any place 
that impedes the flow of traffic or pedestrian walkways is prohibited.   

(12) Golf carts must be operated in accordance with all applicable state and 
local laws and ordinances, including all laws, regulations and ordinances 
pertaining to the possession and use of alcoholic beverages. 

(13) Golf carts must have the basic equipment supplied by the manufacturer, 
including a vehicle identification number. Such equipment must include all 
safety devices as installed by said manufacturer, including rear view mirror, 
50 square inches of reflective tape on the rear or rear triangle reflector of the 
type required by North Carolina law, and lights if the vehicle is to be operated 
at any time before sunrise or after sunset, as provided in section 13-75(9) 
above.  In addition, golf carts must start with a key and be equipped with a 
non-manually operated horn.  
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Sec. 13-76. Registration, Inspection, and Fee.  
(1) Registration required. No golf cart may be operated on any public street or 

road within the City unless the golf cart has first been registered with the 
Police Department of the City of Mount Holly as required herein.  The 
registration shall be renewed thereafter in accordance with the provisions of 
this section.   

(2) Application. The application for registration shall be made to the Police Chief, 
or to some other person designated by him or her, on forms provided by the 
Police Department.  Along with the application, the applicant shall provide a 
valid driver’s license and proof of liability insurance as required by section 
13-75(4) above.  A registration fee in the amount of $35.00 shall be paid to 
the City at the time the application for registration is filed or at the time of 
filing any renewal of the application. 

(3) Inspection. Prior to issuing the initial registration permit, an inspector from 
the Police Department must perform an inspection at the Police Department, 
or under special circumstances and with the approval of the Chief, at the 
location of the golf cart within the city limits of Mount Holly, to determine 
that: 

(a) The golf cart is equipped with all mechanical systems and safety 
equipment required by this article; 

(b) The brakes on the golf cart are in proper working order; and 
(c) The golf cart has all of the standard safety features provided by the 

manufacturer and has not been modified to exceed a speed of 20 miles 
per hour nor otherwise modified in any way that creates a hazard. 

(4) Issuance and Proof of compliance. If the application is approved, the Police 
Department will issue a permit sticker to be attached to the golf cart in 
accordance with the instructions of the Police Department.  The permit sticker 
shall be valid for one year from date of issuance, and may be renewed for 
subsequent one year periods in the same manner as an application for an 
initial permit, except that inspections shall only be required for initial issuance 
of a permit sticker and shall not be required for subsequent renewals.  Lost or 
stolen stickers are the responsibility of the owner and must be replaced before 
the golf cart is operated on a public road. 

(5) Denial and Revocation. The application for registration of a golf cart may be 
denied or subsequently revoked by the Chief of Police if he or she determines 
that: 

(a) The application contains any material representation;  
(b) The golf cart does not meet the definition of a golf cart; 
(c) The applicant does not have a valid driver’s license; 
(d) The applicant does not have proof of required liability insurance; 
(e) The golf cart does not have the safety equipment required by this 

article; 
(f) The golf cart has been modified to exceed a speed of 20 miles per hour 

or otherwise modified in any way that creates a hazard;  
(g) The golf cart is being operated in a manner violating this article, 

including operation by someone not having a valid driver’s license; 
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(h) Failure to pay a penalty as provided in Section 13-78 below; or 
(i) Other good cause shown including repeated violations of this article. 

 
Sec. 13-77. Certified golf cart roads. 
 Golf carts may be operated only upon certain public residential streets or 
segments of public residential streets that have been proclaimed certified golf cart roads 
in accordance with this section.  Maps designating certified golf cart roads will be 
maintained at the Police Department and at City Hall, and may be inspected upon request.   

To certify streets or segments of streets which have not been previously certified 
as golf cart roads, applicant must apply for certification on a form provided by the Police 
Department.  The Police Chief or his or her designee will review the application and 
approve or deny certification of the street or street segment as a certified golf cart road 
based upon the following criteria: 

(1) The street must be a public street located within the City of Mount Holly and 
not have a posted speed limit of greater than 25 miles per hour; 

(2) The street must be located within a residential neighborhood; 
(3) The street must be reasonably safe for the operation of golf carts in 

conjunction with existing traffic after looking at all factors, including: width 
of street, sight distances, horizontal and vertical curvature, intersections, 
parking, location relative to a school or daycare center, the existence of traffic 
lights or other traffic control devices, and the speed, volume, and character of 
motor vehicle traffic using the street; and 

(4) Any other factors that the Police Chief or his or her designee deems necessary 
when evaluating a particular street. 

 
Sec. 13-78. Enforcement. 

Violation of this article shall be an infraction, the maximum penalty for which 
shall be $50.00.  If the offender fails to pay the penalty within ten (10) days of receiving 
final written notice of a violation, the penalty may be recovered by the City of Mount 
Holly in a civil action in the nature of a debt, as provided by section 1-8 of the Mount 
Holly City Code.  Operating a golf cart on a public road or highway in violation of state 
law, including operating under the influence of an impairing substance (i.e., alcohol or 
drugs), is a violation of state law, and is also punishable as provided therein. 
 
Article VII of this Chapter, Sections 13-72 through 13-78, known as “Operation of Golf 
Carts on Public Streets and Roads” was adopted on January 23, 2017, with an effective 
date of February 1, 2017. 
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CHAPTER 14 

 

OFFENSES--MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
§ 14-1.  Advertising--Street criers. 

 § 14-2.  Same--Marking or painting on sidewalks and streets. 
 § 14-3.  Amusements. 
 § 14-4.  Ball games, etc.--Playing in street. 
 § 14-5.  Beggars; solicitation of alms, etc. 
 § 14-6.  Billiard parlors and poolrooms--Minors. 
 § 14-7.  Same--Hours of operation. 
 § 14-8.  False alarms--Carrying or using whistles, sirens, etc. 
 § 14-9.  Firearms, air rifles, etc.--Discharge. 
 § 14-10.  Same--Projectiles. 
 § 14-11.  Noise--Loud, disturbing and unnecessary noises prohibited. 
 § 14-12.  Same--Acts construed as noise. 
 § 14-13.  Parades, etc.--Permit required. 
 § 14-14.  Paying fares generally. 
 § 14-15(a).  Public property--Damaging water system or police or fire alarm  

        systems. 
 § 14-15(b).  Public property--Consumption and possession of alcoholic beverages. 
 § 14-16.  Same--Damaging trees, shrubs, etc. 
 § 14-17.  Same--Private use of vehicles or equipment. 
 § 14-18.  Railroads--Speed limits. 
 § 14-19.  Same--Blocking crossings. 
 § 14-20.  Wreckers--Towing of vehicles without prior agreement. 
 § 14-20.1 Wreckers--Rotation ordinance. 
 § 14-21.  Public Property--Consumption and possession of beer and wine. 
 § 14-22. Video games. 
 § 14-23.  Weapons on municipal property prohibited. 

§ 14-24.  Commercial equipment in Residential Neighborhoods and on Public 
Streets. 

§ 14-25. Sound Amplifying Equipment. 
§ 14-26. Commercial advertising. 
§ 14-27. Noncommercial use. 
§ 14-28. Enforcement; penalties.  

 
Sec. 14-1.  Advertising--Street criers. 
 

No person shall advertise any article of any kind for sale by crying out the same 
on the streets or sidewalks.  No person shall advertise any article of any kind, or any 
event of any kind, by crying out the same or by using therefor any megaphone, bell, horn 
or other noise-making device on any street or sidewalk. (Code 1961, § 11-1.) 
 

For state law as to authority of city to regulate use of streets and 
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sidewalks, see G.S., § 16OA-296.  As to authority of city to regulate 
itinerant merchants, see G.S., § 16OA-178.  As to authority of city to 
regulate businesses generally, see G.S., § 16OA-194.  As to authority of 
city to regulate noise, see G.S., § 16OA-184.  As to unlawful posting of 
advertisements, see G.S., § 14-145.  As to noise generally, see §§ 14-11, 
14-12 of this Code. 

 
Sec. 14-2.  Same--Marking or painting on sidewalks and streets. 
 

It shall be unlawful to advertise or attempt to advertise by marking or painting on 
any of the streets or sidewalks. (Code 1961, § 11-2.) 
 
Sec. 14-3.  Amusements. 
 

No public park or place of amusement shall be operated within the corporate 
limits, except upon written permit from the city manager.  When a permit is granted, the 
city manager shall, as a condition to operating under such permit, prescribe the method of 
illuminating same and regulate the hours when the same shall be open to the public and 
the closing of same.  The city manager may, for cause shown, revoke any license or 
permit issued by him. (Code 1961, § 11-25.) 
 

For state law as to authority of city to regulate places of amusement, see 
G.S., § 16OA-181.  As to authority of city to regulate businesses 
generally, see G.S., 16OA-194. 

 
Sec. 14-4.  Ball games, etc.--Playing in street. 
 

No person shall play baseball, town ball, football or other games of similar nature 
on any public street. (Code 1961, § 11-27.) 
 
Sec. 14-5.  Beggars; solicitation of alms, etc. 
 

No person shall solicit alms in any manner whatsoever, either for himself or for 
another, from house to house, by street stand or otherwise, without first having obtained a 
special permit from the city manager for such purposes. 
 

No person shall sell or offer for sale any pencils, shoestrings, chewing gum or 
similar objects in or on the streets or other public places as an indirect method of 
soliciting alms, nor shall any person offer a cup or other receptacle for the deposit of 
money or- take up any collection in connection with the playing of any musical 
instrument in or on the streets or other public places without having a permit therefor 
issued by the city manager. (Code 1961, §§ 9-13; 1120.) 
 

For state law as to authority of city to regulate begging, see G.S.,  
§ 16OA-179. 
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Sec. 14-6.  Billiard parlors and poolrooms--Minors. 
 

It shall be unlawful for anyone under the age of sixteen to be in any billiard parlor 
or poolroom. (Code 1961, § 11-7.) 

 
For state law as to authority of city to regulate billiard parlors, etc., see  

G.S. § 16OA-181.  As to authority of city to regulate businesses 
generally, see G.S., § 16OA-194.  As to permitting minors in 
billiard rooms, see G.S., § 14-317. 

 
Sec. 14-7.  Same--Hours of operation. 
 

(a) Billiard parlors and poolrooms shall be allowed to remain open until 
10:30 P.M. to persons over eighteen years of age. 

 
(b) Billiard parlors and poolrooms shall remain closed after 9:00 P.M. to 

all persons between the age of sixteen and eighteen. (Code 1961, § 11-
8.) 

 
Sec. 14-8.  False alarms--Carrying or using whistles, sirens, etc. 
 

No person without special authority from the police or fire department shall carry 
or use any whistle, bell, horn or siren similar in appearance or sound to the whistles, 
horns or sirens used by the police or fire department. (Code 1961, § 11-28.) 
 

For state law as to giving false fire alarms, see G.S., § 14-286.  As to false  
ambulance request, see G.S., § 14-286.1. As to false reports to 
police, see G.S., § 14-225. 

 
Sec. 14-9.  Firearms, air rifles, etc.--Discharge. 
 

No person shall fire any air rifle or firearm within the corporate limits without a 
permit from the chief of police. (Code 1961, § 11-12.) 
 

For state law as to authority of city to regulate firearms, see G.S., § 160A-
189.  As to authority to regulate pellet guns, etc., see G.S. § 160A-
190.  As to sales of weapons generally, see G.S., §§ 14-402 to 14-
409.11. As to carrying concealed weapons, see G.S., § 14-269.  As 
to confiscation of deadly weapons, see G.S., § 14-269.1. 

 
Sec. 14-10.  Same-- Projectiles. 
 

No person shall shoot or project any stone, rock, shot or other hard substance by 
means of a slingshot, bean shooter, shot shooter, air rifle, pop gun, bow or other similar 
contrivance; provided, that archery shooting may be engaged in on such premises as may 
be set aside and approved therefor by the city council. (Code 1961, § 11-24.) 
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Sec. 14-11.  Noise--Loud, disturbing and unnecessary noises prohibited. 
 

The creation of any unreasonably loud, disturbing and unnecessary noise is 
prohibited.  Noise of such character, intensity and duration as to be detrimental to the life 
or health of any individual is prohibited. (Code 1961, § 11-23.) 
 

For state law as to authority of city to regulate noise, see G.S., § 16OA- 
184.  As to street criers generally, see § 14-1 of this Code. 

 
Sec. 14-12.  Same--Acts construed as noise. 
 

The following acts, among others, are declared to be loud, disturbing and 
unnecessary noises in violation of section 14-11, but such enumeration shall not be 
deemed to be exclusive, namely: 
 

(a) Blowing horns.  The sounding of any horn or signal device on any 
automobile, motorcycle, bus or other vehicle while not in motion, 
except as a danger signal if another vehicle is approaching, 
apparently out of control; or if in motion, only as a danger signal, 
after or as brakes are being applied and deceleration of the vehicle is 
intended; the creation by means of any such signal device of any 
unreasonably loud or harsh sound, or the sounding of such device for 
an unnecessary and unreasonable period of time. 

 
(b) Vehicle sirens or gongs.  The use of any gong or siren upon any 

vehicle, other than police, fire or other emergency vehicle. 
 

(c) Radios, phonographs, etc.  The playing of any radio, phonograph or 
other musical instrument in such manner or with such volume, 
particularly during the hours between 11:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M., as 
to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of any person or 
persons in any dwelling, hotel or other type of residence. 

 
(d) Pets.  The keeping of any animal or bird which, by causing frequent 

or long continued noise, shall disturb the comfort and repose of any 
person in the vicinity. 

 
(e) Use of vehicle.  The use of any automobile, motorcycle or other 

vehicle so out of repair, so loaded or in such manner as to create loud 
or unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling or other noise. 

 
(f) Blowing whistles.  The blowing of any steam whistle attached to any 

stationary boiler except to give notice of the time to begin or stop 
work or as a warning of danger. 
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(g) Exhaust discharge.  The discharge into the open air of the exhaust of 
any steam engine, stationary internal combustion engine, motor 
vehicle or motor boat engine, except through a muffler or other 
device which will effectively prevent loud or explosive noises 
therefrom. 

 
(h) Devices using compressed air.  The use of any mechanical device 

operated by compressed air unless the noise created thereby is 
effectively muffled and reduced. 

 
(i) Building operations.  The erection (including excavation), 

demolition, alteration or repair of any building in a residential or 
business district other than between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 
10:00 P.M., on week days except in the case of urgent necessity in 
the interest of public safety, and then only with a permit from the 
building inspector; which permit may be renewed for a period of 
three days or less while the emergency continues. (Amended 
December 14, 1998) 

 
(j) Noises near schools, courts and hospitals.  The creation of any 

excessive noise on any street adjacent to any school, institution of 
learning or court while the same is in session, or within one hundred 
and fifty feet of any hospital, which unreasonably interferes with the 
working of such institution; provided, that conspicuous signs are 
displayed in such street indicating that the same is a school, court or 
hospital street. 

 
(k) Noises near churches.  The creation of any excessive noise on 

Sundays on any street adjacent to any church; provided, that 
conspicuous signs are displayed in such streets adjacent to churches 
indicating that the same is a church street. 

 
(l) Loading and unloading operations.  The creation of loud and 

excessive noise in connection with the loading or unloading of any 
vehicle or the opening and destruction of bales, boxes, crates and 
containers. 

 
(m) Bells or gongs.  The sounding of any bell or gong attached to any 

building-or premises which disturbs the quiet repose of persons in 
the vicinity thereof. 

 
(n) Hawking, peddling or soliciting.  The shouting and crying of 

peddlers, barkers, hawkers and vendors which disturb the quiet and 
peace of the neighborhood. 
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(o) Noises to attract attention.  The use of any drum, loud speaker or 
other instrument or device for the purpose of attracting attention, by 
creation of noise, to any performance, show or sale or display of 
merchandise. 

 
(p) Loudspeaker or amplifiers on vehicles.  The use of any mechanical 

loudspeaker or amplifiers on trucks or other moving vehicles for 
advertising or other purposes except where specific license is 
received from the police department. 

 
(q) Garage and filling station; noises at night near residences.  The 

conducting, operating or maintaining of any garage or filling station 
in any residential district so as to cause loud or offensive noises to be 
emitted therefrom between the hours of 11:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M. 

 
(r) Discharging of explosives.  The firing or discharging of a gun, 

squibs, crackers, gunpowder or other combustible substance in the 
streets or elsewhere, for the purpose of making a noise or 
disturbance, except by permit from the police department. (Code 
1961, § 11-24.) 

 
(s) Commercial Dumpsters.  The collection of garbage from dumpsters 

between 9:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M.  Violators of this ordinance shall 
be punished by a fine of $200.00 plus court costs.  (Amended 
January 8, 1996). 

 
Sec. 14-13.  Parades, etc.--Permit required. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in any parade, demonstration or 
marching on the streets of the city or to promote or to stage any such parade, 
demonstration or marching unless such person shall have made written application to the 
chief of police stating the time, place or route and purpose of such parade, demonstration 
or march at least seventy-two hours before the time of such parade, demonstration or 
march and obtained a written permit from such officer therefor. (11-8-65.) 
 

For state law as to authority of city to regulate use of streets, see G.S.,  
§ 16OA-296. 

 
Sec. 14-14.  Paying fares generally. 
 

No person except persons entitled to free transportation shall ride upon any bus, 
taxicab or other public conveyance without paying therefor the fare prescribed or allowed 
by law, or attend any show or other amusement without paying the prescribed fee. (Code 
1961, § 11-26.)
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Sec. 14-15(a).  Public property--Damaging water system or police or fire alarm systems. 
 

No person shall willfully or negligently damage or interfere with any valve, valve 
box, meter, meter box, storm or sanitary sewer, manhole cover, storm sewer catch basin  
 
cover, fire hydrant, police or fire alarm box, traffic signal or any other property used in 
the city's water, sewer, police or fire alarm system. (Code 1961, § 11-31.) 
 
Sec. 14-15(b).  Public Property--Consumption and possession of alcoholic beverages. 
 

(This section rescinded by resolution dated June 11, 2007.) 
 

For state law as to damage to property generally, see G.S., § 14-127.  As  
to damaging, etc., fire alarm systems, see G.S., § 14-286. 

 
Sec. 14-16.  Same--Damaging trees, shrubs, etc. 
 

It shall be unlawful to pull down, cut, deface with signs, break or in any way 
damage any of the trees, shrubs or flowers on the streets, parks or squares. (Code 1961, § 
11-32.) 
 
Sec. 14-17.  Same--Private use of vehicles or equipment. 
 

No city owned vehicle or equipment shall be operated in any manner for private 
use unless contracted for or leased from the city for special projects, and in event of such 
lease the city shall not be responsible or liable for any personal injury or private property 
damage. (8-13-73.) 
 
Sec. 14-18.  Railroads--Speed limits. 
 

Trains shall not be run at a rate of speed exceeding twenty-five (25) miles per 
hour within the corporate limits of the city.  No railroad corporation or any of its 
conductors, engineers or other employees shall run any locomotive engine, cars or trains 
within or through the corporate limits at a greater speed than is hereby specified. (Code 
1961, § 13-1; 12-13-65, 4-24-78.) 
 
Sec. 14-19.  Same--Blocking crossings. 
 

No railroad corporation, or any of its conductors, engineers, or other employees, 
shall allow any of its engines, trains or cars, to remain over any public street crossings for 
a longer period of time than five minutes, without clearing such crossing so that all 
persons desiring to cross the tracks of such railroad may have ample opportunity to do so. 
(Code 1961, § 13-2.)
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For state law as to authority of city over railroad crossings, see G.S.,  
§ 16OA-298. 

 
Sec. 14-20.  Wreckers--Towing of vehicles without prior agreement. 
 

It shall be unlawful to operate or allow someone to operate a wrecker in the city 
limits or extraterritorial jurisdiction for the purpose of towing or attempting to tow a 
motor vehicle without the wrecker company being notified that its services are needed by 
the owner or operator of a vehicle that needs towing or by a duly sworn officer of the 
law; provided, that the wrecker company be properly licensed to do business within the 
city or extraterritorial jurisdiction and maintains proper equipment for such towing. (8-9-
74; amended 612-90) 

 
For state law as to authority of city to regulate businesses, see G.S.,  

§ 16OA-194. 
 
Sec. 14-20.1. Wreckers--Rotation ordinance. 
 
Any wrecker company located in the City of Mount Holly and duly licensed by North 
Carolina and Gaston County, may make application to the City of Mount Holly to be 
placed on the City’s list of wrecker services called by the Police Department to remove 
wrecked and disabled vehicles from the public streets and highways.  Effective January 
15, 1999, a wrecker service is deemed to be located in the City of Mount Holly only if it 
meets the following criteria: 

 
1. The wrecker service must maintain an office in Mount Holly, including a 

telephone and records of wrecker services provided within Mount Holly. 
 
2. The wrecker service must regularly maintain at its office, one or more 

serviceable wreckers which must be listed for property taxes to an address 
located within the city limits of Mount Holly. 

 
The wrecker services on this list will be called on a rotating basis in cases where no 
preference is expressed or operator.  An applicant must provide, in writing, such 
information as the Chief of Police shall require.  All wrecker services on the rotation list 
must operate twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week.  If vehicles are kept on 
site, they must be kept entirely within a locked fence.  The maximum charge for towing 
cars that are not wrecked when called from the rotation list shall be forty dollars ($40).  
Any wrecker service failing to answer three (3) rotation calls within a seven (7) day 
period shall be subject to removal from the rotation list in the following manner, and shall 
be so notified in writing:  1st offense, 30 days; 2nd offense, 60 days; 3rd offense, 
indefinitely.  To be placed back onto the rotation list after an indefinite suspension, the 
wrecker service must submit in writing to the Police Chief, proof that they are prepared to 
respond to calls as needed.  Any other wrecker service located in Gaston County and 
within five (5) miles of the City of Mount Holly may be called by a police officer when
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no rotation wrecker service is readily available.  (5-8-89)(amended 6-12-90)(amended 9-
14-98)(amended 5-12-03) 
 
Sec. 14-21.  Public Property--Consumption and possession of beer and wine. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to consume or possess any alcoholic beverage 
in or upon any public area or public street, sidewalk, alley, parking lot, public utility, 
railroad right-of-way or any property owned, leased or maintained by the City of Mount 
Holly, except at the locations and under the conditions listed below: 
 

(a) Possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages shall be permitted in or 
upon any property leased from the City of Mount Holly for residential use 
except as otherwise provided in the lease agreement for such property. 

 
(b) Possession and consumption of malt beverages and unfortified wine is 

permitted during any function, festival or celebration organized and 
sanctioned by the City of Mount Holly when conducted on a public street, 
sidewalk or other publicly owned area pursuant to a written permit issued by 
the City Manager or his duly authorized representative.  This permit, when 
issued, will be subject to all applicable ABC regulations and shall designate 
the boundaries of the event and temporarily close those streets or portions 
thereof within the boundaries for general public use.  Applicants must 
demonstrate proof of proper insurance for the planned event and make 
adequate provision for traffic control and public safety.  The City Manager or 
his representative may place such additional restrictions on the event as he 
deems reasonably necessary to insure public safety and convenience.  

 

(This section amended by resolution dated June 11, 2007.) 
 
Sec. 14-22.  Video games. 
 

No person shall maintain or operate 3 or more coin or token operated games either 
directly or indirectly at one place of business except as provided for in this section. 
 

(a) No person shall operate such coin operated games unless he shall first 
have secured a license from the City Council as provided by Section 
10-6 of this code of ordinances. 

 
(b) Every license issued pursuant to Section 10-6 of this code of 

ordinances shall specify the premises for which it is issued. 
 

(c) All video game rooms shall be operated only on the ground floor of a 
building and plate glass windows shall be located at the front of the 
building or at such other part of the building which faces any street, so 
that a clear view inside may be had from the street.
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(d) No screens, curtains, blinds, stalls, partitions or other obstructions 
shall be placed between the entrance to the room where the video 
machines are operated and the machines themselves. 

 
(e) Every location shall have adequate and separate restroom facilities for 

both sexes which said facilities shall be available for customers and 
employees. 

 
(f) There shall be adequate lighting for the on premises parking area in 

order to provide for public safety and to permit reasonable inspection 
of said parking area. 

 
(g) Neither licensees nor their employees shall suffer or permit any 

gambling on the licensed premises at any time. 
 

(h) They shall not suffer or permit any disorderly conduct or allow the 
premises to become a public nuisance. 

 
(i) They shall not suffer or permit the violation of any of the ordinances 

of the City of Mount Holly or the laws of the State of North Carolina. 
 

(j) They shall not suffer or permit any intoxicating liquors, narcotic drugs 
or controlled substances to be sold or kept on the licensed premises. 

 
(k) They shall not suffer or permit any person under the age of sixteen 

(16) years to operate said machines during regular school hours, 
except for school holidays. (6-14-82) 

 
Sec. 14-23.  Weapons on municipal property prohibited. 
 

(a) Possession of a weapon on municipal property prohibited.  Except as provided 
in subsection (e) below, it shall be unlawful for any person to possess a knife 
having a blade of three inches or longer, a BB gun, air rifle, handgun, firearm, 
bow and arrow, or any other type of dangerous weapon, whether openly or 
concealed, on or within any park, building, appurtenant premises to such 
buildings, or any other property owned, leased as lessee, operated, occupied, 
managed, or controlled by the City of Mount Holly.  This section does not 
apply to a qualified sworn law enforcement officer or to a watchman or other 
person specifically authorized by the City of Mount Holly to carry firearms or 
other weapons on municipal property while acting lawfully and within the 
scope of his authority.   

 
(b) Posting of Signs.  An appropriate notice shall be posted in a conspicuous 

place in each such building, park, or other municipal property notifying 
persons of the prohibition against the possession of weapons therein.  Signs 
on buildings shall be visibly posted on the exterior of each entrance by which 
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the general public can access the building.  The City of Mount Holly shall 
exercise discretion in determining the number and appropriate location of 
signs to be placed on or within appurtenant premises, parks, and other 
municipal property. 

 
(c) Severability; Conflict of Laws.  If this ordinance or application thereof to any 

person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other 
provisions or applications of the ordinance which can be given separate effect 
and to that end the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable.  
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby 
repealed. 

 
(d) Violation.  The carrying of concealed handguns on premises posted under the 

provisions of this section shall constitute a violation of N.C.G.S. Chapter 14 
Article 54b. 

 
(e) Concealed carry with a permit in parks.  Notwithstanding subsection (a) of 

this section, an individual with a valid and current concealed handgun permit 
may carry such weapon as depicted in the concealed handgun permit at all 
parks and greenways, subject to the provisions in Sec. 21-14.   

(Amended 2-08-2016.) 
 
Sec. 14-24.  Commercial Equipment in Residential Neighborhoods and on Public Streets. 
 
Purpose:  In order to preserve the residential characteristics and promote the aesthetic 
qualities of neighborhoods within the corporate limits, the City of Mount Holly regulates 
the parking of commercial vehicles on residentially-zoned property and public streets.   
 
A.   For the purpose of this section a commercial vehicle shall be defined as any of 

the following:   
 
 i.   tractor-truck, trailer, tractor-trailer, backhoe, bobcat, bulldozer,   
 dump  truck, concrete mixer truck, tow truck, solid waste collection   
 vehicle and any commercial vehicles with more than two (2) axles;  
 
 ii. any vehicle manufactured to transport 16 or more passengers   
 including the driver; 
 
 iii.  any vehicle of any size that is being used in the transportation of   
 hazardous materials; 
 
 iv. any vehicle not specified herein which meets or exceeds two of the  
  following criteria:   

• Twenty-three (23) feet in length 

• Eight (8) feet in height as measured from the ground to highest 
point. 
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• 7 feet in width 
 
B.  All commercial vehicles defined under Section 14-24(A) shall not be located 
outside on any property zoned residential or parked on any public street.  
 
C. Exceptions. The provisions of this section shall not apply to (i) any commercial 

vehicle when taking on or discharging passengers or when temporarily parked 
pursuant to the performance of work such as unloading or loading household 
goods or providing household services. This  requirement also does not apply to 
any legal nonconforming businesses that are located in residential zoning districts. 

 
The provisions of this section shall not apply to (ii) any vehicle manufactured to 
carry 16 or more passengers including the driver when serving as a vehicle for 
any church, school, day care or not-for-profit charitable organization, regardless 
of zoning district, as long as said vehicle is parked on property where the use is 
located.   
 
Vehicles manufactured as recreational vehicles (RV’s), motor homes, campers, 
boats and jet skis that are properly tagged, licensed and insured shall be exempt 
from the requirements of this section.   

 
(Amended January 11, 2010.) 
 
Sec. 14-25. Sound Amplifying Equipment. 
 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Chapter 14, shall have 
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 

 
(a) “Sound amplifying equipment” means any machine or device for the 

amplification of the human voice or music, or any other sound amplifying 
equipment, and shall include megaphones, amplifiers, walkie-talkies, 
amplifiers on fronts of business buildings, or other sound devices. The term 
"sound amplifying equipment" shall not be construed as including standard 
automobile radios when used and heard only by occupants of the vehicle in 
which installed, or warning devices on authorized emergency vehicles, or 
horns or other warning devices on other vehicles used only for traffic safety 
purposes. 
 

(b) “Location” where used to indicate the proposed location for the operation of 
sound amplifying equipment shall mean a geographical area no larger than ten 
feet by ten feet. 
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Sec. 14-26. Commercial use. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person or entity, for commercial purposes, to operate, or 
cause to be operated, any sound amplifying equipment on any public square, public 
street, public sidewalk, public park, or public playground in the city except as follows: 
 

(a) City sponsored events.  
(b) Outdoor amplified musical entertainment on the premises of and adjacent to a 

restaurant or other business between the hours of 6:00 PM and 12:00 AM, 
Monday through Saturday; but such entertainment shall not block driveways, 
sidewalks, or streets; and such entertainment is subject to the provisions of 
Sections 14-1, 14-11, and 14-12 above. (Amended 12-10-12.) 

 
Sec. 14-27. Noncommercial use. 

 
(a) The purpose of this section is to balance the interests furthered by the 

proposed use of sound amplification equipment with the public interest in 
maintaining peace and quiet at the time and place involved in order to protect 
the health, safety, and welfare of the public. 
 

(b) Permit required. Before any person shall use any sound amplifying equipment 
in any public square, public street, public park, or public playground, he or 
she shall file an application for a permit with the city clerk in writing in a 
form approved by the city manager.  Such application shall be filed at least 
five (5) days before the planned operation of sound amplification equipment 
and shall designate an individual person or persons who shall be in control of 
the sound amplification equipment and ensure that its use complies with the 
terms of the permit.  A separate application must be filed for each day 
requested. 

 
(c) Permit to be furnished to applicant; possession and exhibition; 

revocation. The city clerk shall issue a sound amplification permit to each 
applicant under subsection (b) of this section whose application leads the city 
clerk to believe that the proposed operation of sound amplification equipment 
will likely be in compliance with this section.  Such permit shall be in the 
possession of any person operating the sound amplifying equipment at all 
times while the sound amplifying equipment is in operation, and such permit 
shall be promptly displayed and shown to any police officer or code 
enforcement officer of the city upon request.  The permit may be revoked by 
the city clerk, the chief of police, or the designee of either, if such permit is 
not displayed upon request or if the person operating the sound amplifying 
equipment is in violation of this section. 

 
(d) Appeal for denial or revocation. If the city clerk shall deny a sound 

amplification permit to the applicant, or if the permit shall be revoked, then 
the applicant or permit holder may appeal the denial or revocation to the city 
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manager in writing not later than five days from the date of the action sought 
to be reviewed.  In the appeal, the applicant may request a new date and time 
for the operation of sound amplifying equipment for consideration if the date 
originally requested on the permit application will pass before the end of the 
appeal review period.  The city manager shall hear the appeal within ten days 
of the date of the appeal.   

 
(e) Use restrictions generally. Noncommercial use of sound amplifying 

equipment shall be subject to the following regulations: 
(1) The only sounds permitted are music or human speech. 
(2) Operations are permitted for a maximum of two hours each day per 
permit, except on Sundays, when no operations shall be authorized. The 
permitted two hours of operation shall be between the hours of 9:00 AM 
and 5:00 PM. 
(3) The volume of sound shall be controlled so that it will not be audible 
for a distance in excess of 100 feet from the sound amplifying equipment. 
(4) Sound shall not be issued within 100 feet of the property boundary 
lines of hospitals, schools while in session, or churches. 
(5) Operation of sound amplifying equipment shall not block driveways, 
sidewalks, or streets. 
(6) Only one applicant may receive a permit per location or within 100 
feet of a location per seven day period.  If more than one applicant applies 
for a permit to operate sound amplification equipment in the same location 
or within 100 feet of a single location within a period of seven days, then 
the city clerk shall consider the applications in the order received. 
(7) A single applicant may not receive permits for more than a total of 
twenty-four (24) hours of operations within a period of twelve (12) 
months per location or within 100 feet of the same location. 
 

(f) Use in public parks and recreational areas. The regulations in subsection (e) of 
this section above shall apply to any noncommercial use of any sound 
amplifying equipment in public parks and recreational areas, except that 
operations shall be permitted on any day of the week, including Sundays.  
Further, the volume of sound from sound amplifying equipment used in 
public parks and recreational areas shall be controlled so that it will not be 
audible for a distance in excess of 200 feet from the sound amplifying 
equipment.  Sound shall not be issued within 200 feet of the property 
boundary lines of hospitals, schools while in session, or churches.  There shall 
be no restriction on the number of applicants who may receive a permit for 
one location in a seven day period and there shall be no restriction on the total 
hours of operations for which a single applicant may receive a permit in a 
twelve-month period.  However, only one applicant may receive a permit per 
location or within 100 feet of a location at a time.  If more than one applicant 
applies for a permit to operate sound amplification equipment in the same 
location or within 100 feet of a single location at the same time, then the city 
clerk shall consider the applications in the order received.  The application for 
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a permit must describe with specificity the location within the public park or 
recreation area proposed for the operation of sound amplification equipment. 
 

(g) Exemptions.  The following are exempt from the provisions of this section: 
 

(1) Sound emanating from scheduled outdoor athletic events. 
(2) Noise of safety signals, warning devices, emergency pressure relief valves, 

sounds which signal the beginning or end of work, and all school and 
church bells or music.  For purposes of this subsection, the term “school 
and church bells or music” shall include electronic devices or artificial 
sound reproduction systems intended to sound like bells or music. 

(3) Noise resulting from any authorized emergency or police vehicle.
(4) Noise resulting from parades for which a local permit has been granted by 

the city.  Regulation of noise emanating from parades under permit shall 
be according to any conditions stated on the permit.  

(5) Amplified sound at street fairs and festivals conducted, sponsored, or 
permitted by the city. 

(6) Amplified sound at community concerts conducted, sponsored, or 
permitted by the city. 

(7) Practice sessions or performances by marching bands. 
 
Sec. 14-28. Enforcement; penalties.   

 
(a) Noise or sound amplification ordinance violations. 

 
(1) Civil penalties.  Any police officer may issue a civil citation for violation 

of any ordinance concerning noise or sound amplification, subjecting the 
violator to a civil penalty of $100.00.  If not served in person, the civil 
citation may be mailed to the address of the permit holder as listed in the 
application for a sound amplification permit.  If a person fails to pay the 
citation within ten days of issuance, the city may seek to recover the 
penalty by filing a civil action in the nature of a debt. 

(2) Criminal penalties.  Any police officer may issue a criminal citation for 
violation of any ordinance concerning noise or sound amplification.  A 
violation of any noise ordinance provision shall constitute a misdemeanor, 
punishable by imprisonment for up to 30 days and/or a criminal fine in the 
amount of $250.00.  Any person who has been convicted of a violation of 
the noise ordinance two or more times in the past five years shall be 
subject to imprisonment and/or a criminal fine in the amount of $500.00. 

(3) The city clerk shall deny a sound amplification permit to any applicant 
who has been issued a citation under this subsection 14-28(a) and has not 
paid the civil or criminal fine. 

(4) The city may seek to enforce this chapter through any appropriate 
equitable action. 

(5) Each day that a violation continues after the offender has been notified of 
the violation shall constitute a separate offense. 
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(6) The city may seek to enforce this chapter by using any one or a 
combination of the foregoing remedies. 

 
(b) Other violations. 

 
(1) Unless specifically provided otherwise, a violation of any provision of this 

chapter, other than one concerning noise or sound amplification, shall 
subject the violator to a civil penalty of $50.00.  If a person fails to pay 
this penalty within ten days after being cited, the city may seek to recover 
the penalty by filing a civil action in the nature of a debt. 

(2) A violation of any provision of this chapter, other than one concerning 
noise, shall also constitute a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in 
N.C.G.S. 14-4. 

(3) The city may seek to enforce this chapter through any appropriate 
equitable action. 

(4) Each day that a violation continues after the offender has been notified of 
the violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

(5) The city may seek to enforce this chapter by using any one or a 
combination of the foregoing remedies. 
 
Secs. 14-25 though 14-28, known as the “Sound amplification ordinance,” 
was passed on 11-12-12. 
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CHAPTER 15 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
For state law as to law enforcement generally, see G.S., §§ 16OA-281 to  

16OA-289.  As to interfering with or resisting police, see G.S., § 
14-223. As to failure to aid officer, see G.S., § 15A-405.  As to 
false reports to police, see G.S., § 14-225.  As to motor vehicles 
and traffic generally, see Ch. 13 of this Code. As to false alarms, 
see § 14-8. As to damaging police alarm system, see  
§ 14-15. 

 
 § 15-1.  City manager executive head; composition. 
 § 15-2.  Auxiliary police force. 
 § 15-3.  General control; suspension of policeman. 
 § 15-4.  Chief to assign duties. 
 § 15-5.  Chief--Office created. 
 § 15-6.  Same--Duties generally. 
 § 15-7.  Compensation. 
 § 15-8.  Uniforms. 
 § 15-9.  School crossing guards. 
 § 15-10.  False fire alarm ordinance. 
 
 
Sec. 15-1.  City manager executive head; composition. 
 

The city manager shall be the executive head of the police department and 
together with the chief of police and such other employees as the city manager may deem 
necessary, shall constitute the police department. (Code 1961,,§ 12-1.) 
 
Sec. 15-2.  Auxiliary police force. 
 

There is hereby created an auxiliary police force composed of such number of 
members as the city council shall authorize.  The city manager shall appoint the members 
of the auxiliary police force. (Code 1961, § 12-2;8-14-67.) 
 

For state law as to authority of city to establish an auxiliary police force, 
see G.S., § 16OA-282. 

 
Sec. 15-3.  General control; suspension of policemen. 
 

The chief of police shall have general control of the police department and may at 
any time for cause suspend from duty any member of the police force, pending a hearing 
before the city manager. (Code 1961, § 12-3.) 
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Sec. 15-4.  Chief to assign duties. 
 

The chief of police, subject to the city manager shall have charge of the police  
force and as such shall assign such duties to the policemen as he thinks best for the good 
order of the city and shall be responsible to the city manager in seeing that the policemen 
faithfully perform their duties. 
(Code 1961, § 12-4.) 
 
Sec. 15-5.  Chief--Office created. 
 

There is hereby created the office of chief of police.  
 
Sec. 15-6.  Same--Duties generally. 
 

It shall be the duty of the chief of police to: 
 

(a) Supervise, subject to the city manager, the police department. 
 
(b) Preserve the peace by suppression of all disturbances and 

apprehension of all offenders. 
 

(c) Assign such duties as he deems best to the police officers of the city. 
 

(d) Such other and further duties as the city manager may assign. (Code 
1961, § 2-50.) 

 
Sec. 15-7.  Compensation. 
 

The police officers shall receive as compensation such sums as shall be fixed by 
the city council. (Code 1961, § 129.) 
 
Sec. 15-8.  Uniforms. 
 

The chief of police and other police officers shall when on duty wear such 
uniforms as shall be prescribed by the city council and shall keep the same in a neat 
condition, and upon discharge or resignation or dismissal, surrender such uniforms when 
the same shall have been purchased by the city for their use, and it shall be the duty of the 
chief of police to see that the force presents a neat and respectable appearance; provided, 
that any member of the police force designated or employed for emergency, limited or 
special duty, or anyone working generally as detective or doing detective work, need not 
be clad in a uniform unless specially directed by the chief of police to wear a uniform. 
(Code 1961, § 12-10.) 
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Sec. 15-9.  School crossing guards. 
 

The city manager is hereby authorized to hire four persons to serve as school 
crossing guards at four of the more dangerous intersections in the city.  The guards shall 
be instructed to be on duty two hours each day from 7:30 A.M. until 8:30 A.M. and from 
2:30 P.M. until 3:30 P.M. They shall be compensated at the rate of sixty dollars per 
month and be furnished uniforms consisting of an all-weather coat, skirt or pants, blouse 
and cap. (2-10-69) 
 
Sec. 15-10.  False Fire Alarm Ordinance:  Purpose.  The purpose of this article is to 
establish regulations governing burglary, robbery and fire alarm systems and to reduce 
the number of false alarms in the city, and the resulting waste of Mount Holly police and 
fire department’s resources. 
 
Sec. 15.10.1. Definitions:   

(a) Alarm System means any electronic or mechanical devise which emits any signal 
(electronic, visible, audible, silent, recorded or otherwise) which is designed, 
intended or used to detect an unauthorized entry into a building, structure or 
premises, or to signal an attempted robbery or holdup, or to alert others of the 
commission of an unlawful act, or to detect presence of fire or smoke in or around 
a building, structure or premises. 

 
(b) The chief of the Mount Holly Police Department and the chief of the Mount Holly 

Fire and Rescue Department shall include their respected designee.   
 

(c) False Alarms means the activation of an alarm system through mechanical or 
electronic failure, malfunction, improper installation, or the negligence of the 
subscriber, his/her or their employees, or agents.  A false alarm shall not include 
an alarm which can reasonably be determined to have been activated by adverse 
weather conditions, a failure in the electrical power to the alarm or other 
condition beyond the control of the alarm user.  An alarm is false within the 
meaning of this ordinance when, upon inspection by the fire department, evidence 
indicates that no unauthorized entry, robbery, or other such crime was committed 
or attempted in or on the premises which would have activated a properly 
functioning alarm system.  False fire alarms would be without evidence of fire, 
smoke or other emergencies that require the response of fire units or personnel. 

 
(d) Alarm user means any person, corporation, partnership, governmental or 

educational entity owning or leasing an alarm system which is maintained for the 
protection of such premise. 

 
Sec. 15-10.2.  False Alarms 
 

(a) Second False Alarms.  If, within any sixty (60) day period, the Mount Holly 
police or fire departments respond to two (2) false alarms at the same premises or 
location, the chief of police/fire may send a letter to the alarm user informing him 
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of the false alarms and encouraging the prevention of future false alarms.  If a 
third or subsequent false alarm occurs within a sixty (60) day period a chargeable 
false alarm violation exists. 

 
(b) Third and Subsequent Alarms.  If, within any sixty (60) day period, the Mount 

Holly police and/or fire department is dispatched and arrives upon the premises or 
location of a third or subsequent false alarm, without having the call cancelled 
before arrival, the alarm user at this premises or location shall reimburse the City.  
The reimbursement for any such incident shall be fifty dollars ($50) for all such 
responses.  The alarm user will continue to be in violation for each subsequent 
false alarm activation until sixty (60) sequential days have elapsed without a false 
alarm.  The alarm user is entitled to begin a new sixty (60) day period for false 
alarms as spelled out in Section 15-10.2(a). 

 
(c) Maintenance.  Each alarm user in the City, on the effective date of this article, 

shall furnish and maintain to the Mount Holly police and/or fire departments or to 
an alarm answering service, a current list of the person(s) name(s), address(s) and 
telephone number(s) who may be able to deactivate the alarm system.  After the 
effective date of this article, it shall be unlawful to activate an alarm system 
without first notifying the Mount Holly police and/or fire or alarm answering 
service of the name(s) and telephone number(s) of person(s) authorized and able 
to deactivate the alarm system.  Failure to comply with this subsection(c) above 
will result in a fifty dollar ($50) civil penalty for each alarm incident. 

 
(d) Audible Alarms to Discontinue Emitting Alarms After Set Time.  On or after, 

May 12, 2003, it shall be unlawful for any person to install or maintain any 
audible alarm which does not automatically discontinue emitting an audible alarm 
sound within thirty (30) minutes after activation.  Failure to comply with this 
subsection will result in a fifty dollar ($50) civil penalty. 

 
(e) Continuing Alarm:  An alarm user or their representative shall reset an alarm 

system when notified by the Mount Holly police or fire department that such 
alarm activated.  When an alarm sounds continuously for a period of thirty (30) 
minutes from the time units respond to the alarm, due to the failure of the alarm 
user or their representative to reset the alarm, every subsequent thirty (30) minute 
period or portion thereof that such alarm continues to sound shall be considered a 
separate false alarm.  The alarm user shall reimburse the City for police and/or 
fire services for false alarms under this subsection at a flat rate of ten dollars 
($10) for each false alarm resulting from the continuous operation of an alarm, 
not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) for any twenty-four (24) hour period. 

 
Sec. 15-10.3.  Authority to Waive Reimbursement. 

 
The chief of police or the fire chief shall have the power to waive any fee charged 

to an alarm user when such alarm user submits in writing to the chief of police/fire 
evidence that the false alarms was not the result of negligence, and that it occurred in 
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spite of a prior test period of at least thirty (30) days for reasonable training and 
maintenance, or when such alarm user submits evidence to the chief of police/fire which 
indicates that an alarm to which any City unit responded was not a false alarm. 

 
Sec. 15-10.4.  Punishment. 

 
Punishment for violation of this article is a civil violation and subject to civil 

penalties as enumerated.   
 
(Adopted 5-12-2003) 
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CHAPTER 16 

 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 

 

 

For state law as to authority of city to establish and control streets,  

see G.S., § 16OA-296. As to city streets generally, see 

G.S., § 16OA-296 to 16OA-310. 

As to director of public works generally, see §§ 2-33 to 2-35 of this  

Code.  As to the numbering of houses, see §§ 4-6 to 4-9.  

As to use of cemeteries as public thoroughfare, see § 5-19.  

As to mobile home parks generally, see ch. 12.  As to 

motor vehicles and traffic generally, see ch. 13.  As to 

playing ball games in streets, see § 14-4.  As to noise 

generally, see §§ 14-11, 14-12.  As to parades generally, 

see § 14-13.  As to damaging trees, shrubs, etc., on street, 

etc., see § 14-16.  As to school crossing guards, see § 15-9.  

As to water and sewers generally, see Ch. 19. 

 

 

 § 16-1.  Encroachments. 

 § 16-2.  Obstructions. 

 § 16-3.  Pavement of streets for first time. 

 § 16-4.  Cutting or excavating--Permit required. 

 § 16-5.  Warnings required for excavations or obstructions. 

 § 16-6.  Restoration of openings. 

 § 16-7.  Poles--Permit required. 

 § 16-8.  Same--Limited to one line. 

 § 16-9.  Same--Agreements between companies. 

 § 16-10. Same--Care and inspection. 

§ 16-11. Right of city to use utility poles or underground conduits. 

§ 16-12. Street numbers required. 

§ 16-13. Creating conditions necessitating special cleaning or repairs. 

 

 

Sec. 16-1.  Encroachments. 

 

It shall be the duty of the Planning and Development Director, or his designee, to 

notify all persons about to erect any buildings, sidewalks, walls, fences, or any other 

structures or improvements near any public streets or alleys not to encroach upon the 

right of way for such public street or alley.  If, in the opinion of the city manager, any 

such encroachment is being or has been constructed upon the right of way for any public 

street or alley, he shall cause a survey of the line of such street or alley to be made by a 

competent surveyor; and, if the survey shall show that the street or alley is encroached by 

any such structures or improvements, the owner shall be required to pay the costs of the 

survey and be required to remove all encroachments within ten days of the date of written 
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notice by the city.  Any owner who shall fail to remove all encroachments within such 

time period shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor.  This ordinance may also 

be enforced by an appropriate equitable remedy, including an injunction and order for 

abatement of the encroachment.   

 

 This section shall not apply to mailboxes or newspaper boxes which are mounted 

on a single metal pipe not larger than two inches in diameter (or an equivalent size 

channel post) or on a single wooden post not larger than four inches by four inches or 

four and one-half inches in diameter and installed according to U.S. Postal Service 

requirements.  Multiple mailbox installations shall be in conformance with “A Guide For 

Erecting Mailboxes On Highways,” published by the American Association of State 

Highway and Transportation Officials on May 24, 1984, as amended. 

(Code 1961, § 14-1.) (Amended 4-25-2016.) 

 

Sec. 16-2.  Obstructions. 

 

It shall be unlawful to obstruct any public street, sidewalk, alley, or bridge so as to 

interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic or so as to interfere with the vision of traffic.  

This section shall not apply to temporary obstructions caused by persons engaged in 

construction work in accordance with the following sections of this chapter. (Code 1961, 

§ 14-2.) (Amended 4-25-2016.) 

 

Sec. 16-3.  Pavement of streets for first time. 

 

It shall be required of anyone desiring their streets paved for the first time to 

prepay the street assessments prior to any paving being done.  This prepayment shall be 

paid to the city based on the paving contractor’s estimate.  Any amount paid over the 

actual cost of paving will be refunded by the city, and any amount that may be short of 

actual cost shall be due immediately. (6-12-72) 

 

Sec. 16-4.  Cutting or excavating--Permit required. 

 

No person shall make any excavations or cut or make any other opening in any of 

the streets or sidewalks without first having obtained a permit therefor from the city 

manager. (Code 1961, § 14-3.) 

 

Sec. 16-5.  Warnings required for excavations or obstructions. 

 

Any person excavating or opening any street or sidewalk shall protect the same 

with a sufficient number of barriers, red flags during the daytime, and red lights at night.  

 

Any person engaged in doing work that creates any dangerous condition or 

obstruction in the public right of way of any street or sidewalk shall take whatever action 

is necessary, including the placement of barricades and warning signs or devices, to warn 

the traveling public of the condition or obstruction.  (Code 1961, § 144.) (Amended 4-25-

2016.)
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Sec. 16-6.  Restoration of openings. 
 

All openings made in any street or sidewalk under the provisions of sections 16-4 

and 16-5 shall, immediately upon the completion of the work, be filled in and the surface 

thereof made flush with the adjacent surfaces.  Any hard surface, macadam or asphalt 

removed shall be replaced according to city specifications set forth in the Land 

Development Guidelines on file with the Planning and Development Director.  In case of 

the failure of applicant to refill or replace according to the city specifications as set out 

above, the city will perform the work at the expense of the applicant. (Code 1961, § 14-

5.) (Amended 4-25-2016.) 

 

Sec. 16-7.  Poles--Permit required. 

 

 Repealed. 

No poles for electric, telegraph, telephone or other purposes shall be placed on 

any street without a permit therefor being obtained from the city manager. (Former Sec. 

16-7, Code 1961, § 14-6.) (Repealed 4-25-2016.) 

 

For state law as to the regulation of public utilities generally, see G.S. §§ 62-1 to 

62-350.  As to the effect of local ordinances on proposed transmission 

lines, see G.S. § 62-106.  As to the regulation of pole attachments owned 

by municipalities, see G.S. § 62-350.  

 

Sec. 16-8.  Same--Limited to one line. 

 

Repealed. 

(Former Sec. 16-8, Code 1961, § 14-7.) (Repealed 4-25-2016.) 

 

Sec. 16-9.  Same--Agreement between companies. 

 

Repealed. 

(Former Sec. 16-9, Code 1961, § 14-8.) (Repealed 4-25-2016.) 

 

Sec. 16-10.  Same--Care and inspection. 

 

Repealed. 

(Former Sec. 16-10, Code 1961, § 14-9.) (Repealed 4-25-2016.) 

 

Sec. 16-11.  Right of city to use utility poles or underground conduits. 

 

One duct in all underground conduit systems shall be provided for the city free of 

charge for the city's police, fire alarm system, and low voltage networking cabling, and 

the city shall have the use of any and all poles on streets for the same purposes. (Code 

1961, § 14-10.) (Amended 4-25-2016.) 
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Sec. 16-12.  Street numbers required. 

 

(a) Every property owner of improved property shall, on or before July 1, 

1987, display in the manner hereinafter set forth the street number of such 

property. 

 

(b) Street numbers shall be no less than four (4”) inches tall and shall be 

affixed upon such residence or business or otherwise placed upon the 

premises in such a manner as to be clearly visible from the street. 

 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to alter, deface or take down any 

number placed on any property in accordance with this ordinance except 

for the purpose of repair or replacement. (5-11-87) 

 

Sec. 16-13. Creating conditions necessitating special cleaning or repairs. 

 

(a) No person may cause, suffer, or permit any condition to be created in or upon any 

public street, sidewalk, curb, gutter, or storm drain that necessitates the special 

cleaning or repair of such street, sidewalk, curb, gutter, or storm drain. Without 

limiting the generality of the foregoing, the following are specifically prohibited: 

 

(1) The hauling of dirt, debris, materials removed from the sites of 

construction or reconstruction of buildings or structures, or waste materials 

of any kind, in such manner that any portion of such dirt, debris or 

materials is spilled, lost, dropped or left upon the streets, sidewalks, curbs, 

gutters, or storm drains. 

 

(2) The depositing or leaving upon the streets, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, or 

storm drains of mud, dirt or any other material as a result of the use of 

trucks, construction equipment or machinery, regardless of whether such 

materials are spilled, lost or dropped in transit or are deposited upon the 

surface of the street or public property by the tires or wheels of such trucks, 

construction equipment or machinery. 

 

(3) The grading of lots, lands or driveways at elevations higher than the street 

or sidewalk level or any other acts, neglects or conditions created or 

allowed to exist upon said lots, lands or driveways which result in mud, 

dirt, soil, gravel, debris or any other material being washed or otherwise 

deposited upon a public street or sidewalk or into a public storm drainage 

system. 
 

(4) The throwing or depositing in or upon any street, sidewalk, or storm drain 

of any glass bottle, tacks, nail, wire, cans, or any other substance likely to 

injure or damage any person, animal, or vehicle. 

 

(b) For purposes of this section: 
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(1) Special cleaning or repair of streets, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, or storm drains is 

necessitated when the condition of such streets, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, or storm 

drains is such that (i) their use by the public is threatened, limited, or impaired; 

(ii) the use and enjoyment of property abutting such streets, sidewalks, curbs, 

gutters, or storm drains is diminished or limited; or (iii) substantial damage is 

caused to such streets, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, or storm drains or abutting 

property. 

 

(2) Special cleaning or repair includes but is not limited to sweeping, flushing, 

removal of mud or debris, resurfacing, restoration of gravel and base, or any other 

extraordinary maintenance measures that are required to restore the street, 

sidewalk, curb, gutter, or storm drain to the condition that existed prior to the 

occurrence of the prohibited act. 

 

(c) If the Streets and Solid Waste Director determines that, as a result of a violation of 

subsection (a), conditions exist that require special cleaning or repairs, he shall notify 

any or all persons responsible under subsection (a) of the existence of such conditions 

and shall order prompt abatement thereof. 

 

(d) If any person, having been ordered to abate such a condition requiring special 

cleaning or repairs, fails, neglects, or refuses to abate or remove the condition within 

the time specified, the Streets and Solid Waste Director shall cause said condition to 

be corrected or otherwise remedied by having employees or subcontractors of the city 

accomplish the work requiring special cleaning or repairs. The costs incurred by the 

city in accomplishing such special cleaning or repairs shall be billed by the city to the 

persons responsible under subsection (a).  This ordinance may also be enforced by an 

appropriate equitable remedy, including an injunction and order for abatement. 

 

(Adopted 4-25-2016.) 
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CHAPTER 17 

 

SUBDIVISIONS 

 

 

 

 

This Chapter is contained in a separately bound document 
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CHAPTER 18 

 

TAXICABS 

 

For state law as to authority of city to license and regulate vehicles for  

hire, see G. S., § 16OA-304.  As to authority of city to regulate 

drivers and operators of taxicabs, see G.S., § 20-37.   

As to motor vehicles and traffic generally, see ch. 13 of this code.  As to  

paying fares generally, see § 14-14. 

 

Article I. In General. 

 

 § 18-1.  Definitions. 

 § 18-2.  Violations; penalties. 

 § 18-3.  Inspector of taxicabs--Office created; appointment. 

 § 18-4.  Same--Powers and duties generally. 

 § 18-5.  Registration and licensing of vehicle; liability insurance. 

 

Article II.  Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity. 

 

 § 18-6.  Required. 

 § 18-7.  Applications--Filing; information required. 

 § 18-8.  Same--Consideration. 

 § 18-9.  Issuance. 

 § 18-10. Expiration. 

 § 18-11. Renewal. 

 § 18-12. Memorandum certificates. 

 § 18-13. Transfer. 

 § 18-14. Change of vehicle ownership. 

 § 18-15. Substitution of vehicles. 

 § 18-16. Suspension; revocation. 

 § 18-17. Surrender of certificate. 

 

Article III. Rates of Fare. 

 

 § 18-18. Schedules. 

 § 18-19. Settlement of disputes. 

 § 18-20. Display of rate cards. 

 § 18-21. Payment required; receipts. 

 

Article IV. Specifications and Equipment. 

 

 § 18-22. Compliance with article. 

 § 18-23. Generally. 

 § 18-24. Color scheme. 

 § 18-25. Inspection and maintenance of equipment. 



§ 18-1 MOUNT HOLLY CITY CODE § 18-1 

Supplemented through March 25, 2019. 

 § 18-26. Depot or terminal required. 

 

Article V. Records. 

 

 § 18-27. Driver’s manifest. 

 § 18-28. Accidents. 

 

Article VI. Drivers. 

 

 § 18-29. Permits--Required. 

 § 18-30. Same--Qualifications of applicant. 

 § 18-31. Same--Applications generally. 

 § 18-32. Same--Issuance; contents; renewal. 

 § 18-33. Same--Grounds for failure to issue or revocation. 

 § 18-34. Conduct. 

 

Article I. In General. 

 

Sec. 18-1.  Definitions. 

 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the 

meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section unless the context requires 

otherwise: 

 

Certificate.  Certificate of public convenience and necessity issued by the city 

council licensing the operation of a taxicab or taxicabs. 

 

Council.  The city council of the City of Mount Holly. 

 

Cruising.  The movement of unoccupied taxicabs over the public streets in search 

of or  soliciting prospective passengers for hire. 

 

Driver.  Any person who drives a taxicab. 

 

Inspector.  Inspector of taxicabs for the city. 

 

Memorandum certificate.  The card issued by the inspector to a taxicab owner for 

display within a taxicab indicating that such taxicab is included within a certificate of 

public convenience and necessity. 

 

Owner. Any person to whom a certificate of public convenience and necessity for 

the operation of a taxicab or taxicabs has been issued. 

 

Person. Any individual, partnership, association, corporation, or other 

organization owning or operating or proposing to operate any taxicab or taxicabs within 

the city. 
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Rate card.  The card issued by the inspector to a taxicab owner for display within 

each taxicab for which a certificate has been issued describing the schedule of fares 

charged by such taxicab. 

 

Street.  Any street, alley, avenue or highway within the city limits and within a 

radius of five miles beyond such city limits as the same may now exist or may be 

hereafter extended. 

 

Taxicabs.  The term taxicab shall be any motor vehicle seating nine or fewer 

passengers operated upon any street or highway, on call or demand, accepting or 

soliciting passengers indiscriminately for hire between such points along streets and 

highways as may be directed by passengers so being transported. (11-10-75, § 17-1.) 

 

Sec. 18-2.  Violations; penalties. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any of the provisions of this chapter.  

In the event the person violating any provision of this chapter is a corporation, the 

officers, agents or employees thereof who shall violate or procure, aid or abet any 

violation of any provisions of this chapter or permit the operation of any taxicab contrary 

to the requirements thereof shall be subject to the same penalties as if they, themselves, 

were personally operating such taxicab at the time such violations were committed. 

 

Upon being convicted of a violation of any of the provisions of this chapter, the 

council may revoke or suspend any certificate or certificates held by such person and the 

inspector may suspend or revoke the driver’s permit of any driver convicted of violation 

of any of the provisions of this chapter. (11-10-75, § 17-2.) 

 

Sec. 18-3.  Inspector of taxicabs--Office created; appointment. 

 

There is hereby created the office of inspector of taxicabs.  The inspector shall be 

appointed by the city manager, subject to the approval of the city council and may be 

appointed from any of the police personnel or any other employees or officers of the city. 

(11-10-75, § 17-3.) 

 

Sec. 18-4.  Same--Powers and duties generally. 

 

(a) The inspector of taxicabs is charged with the duties required of him under 

this chapter and, in general, shall be responsible for the inspection of 

taxicabs and shall make all investigations relative to licensing of drivers and 

issue drivers permits upon a finding that the applicant has met the 

requirements of this chapter. 

 

(b) The inspector shall advise the city manager with respect to matters covered 

or incidentally involved in the operation or administration of this chapter.  

He shall make recommendations with respect to adequacy of taxicab service 

and whether or not there are too many or too few taxicabs serving the  
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public's convenience and necessity and shall make such other reports and 

furnish such other information to the mayor and council as may be requested 

from time to time. 

 

(c) The inspector shall have the right at any time, after displaying proper 

identification, to enter into or upon any taxicab being operated under the 

provisions of this chapter for the purpose of reinspecting or ascertaining 

whether or not any of the provisions of this Code or other ordinances of this 

city or laws of the state are being violated. (11-10-75, § 17-4.) 

 

Sec. 18-5.  Registration and licensing of vehicle; liability insurance. 

 

No person shall operate a motor vehicle as a taxicab until such vehicle has been 

registered in accordance with the requirements of the state and all proper licenses have 

been obtained therefor.  Liability insurance shall be maintained on each taxicab in an 

amount not less than the minimum required by state law. (11-10-75, § 17-5.) 

 

 

Article II.  Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity. 

 

Sec. 18-6.  Required. 

 

No owner shall operate any taxicab in the city without first having obtained a 

certificate of public convenience and necessity from the city council, as set forth in this 

chapter. (11-10-75, § 17-6.) 

 

Sec. 18-7.  Applications--Filing; information required. 

 

All persons or owners applying to the council for a certificate for the operation of 

one or more taxicabs shall file with the council a sworn application therefor, in triplicate, 

on forms provided by the council stating as follows: 

 

(a) The name and address of the owner and, in the event that the owner 

be a corporation, a certified copy of the articles of incorporation 

together with the names and addresses of all officers of the 

corporation; 

 

(b) The number of vehicles for which a certificate of public convenience 

and necessity is desired; 

 

(c) All unpaid judgments of record against the owner, including all 

judgment docket numbers; 

 

(d) The make, type, year, manufacturer, serial number, engine number 

and passenger capacity of each taxicab for which application for a 

certificate is made; 
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(e) Court record of applicant, including all traffic convictions and all 

convictions related to the consumption, sale or use of alcohol or 

controlled substances; 

 

(f) All such other information as city council may, in its discretion, 

require. (11-10-75, § 17-7.) 

 

Sec. 18-8.  Same--Consideration. 

 

No certificate shall be granted until the council shall, after hearing, declare by 

resolution that public convenience and necessity requires the proposed taxicab service. 

 

In determining whether public convenience and necessity requires the operation 

of a taxicab or taxicabs for which the application for certificate or certificates is made, the 

council shall consider and investigate whether the demand of the public requires 

additional taxicab service; the financial responsibility and experience of applicant; the 

ability of the applicant to earn a fair return on the capital invested; the number, kind and 

type of equipment; the effect which such additional taxicab service may have upon traffic 

congestion and parking; whether the additional taxicab service will result in greater 

hazard to the public; and such other relevant facts as the council may deem advisable or 

necessary. (11-10-75, § 178.) 

 

Sec. 18-9.  Issuance. 

 

Having found and declared that public convenience and necessity requires the 

proposed taxicab service for which application for certificate has been made, the council 

may grant to the applicant a certificate of public convenience and necessity for such 

taxicab or taxicabs, subject to such conditions as the council may deem proper; provided, 

that: 

 

(a) Applicant shall have complied with the provisions of this chapter; 

 

(b) The vehicle or vehicles described in the application for certificate shall 

have been found to be in strict compliance with the provisions of this 

chapter; 

 

(c) The applicant shall have been found to be of satisfactory character. 

(11-10-75, § 17-9.) 

 

Sec. 18-10.  Expiration. 

 

All certificates shall expire on June 30 of the fiscal year during which the 

certificate is granted. (11-10-75, § 17lo.) 
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Sec. 18-11.  Renewal. 

 

Upon application prior to the termination of each fiscal year, the council may 

renew any certificate or cause a new certificate to be issued for the ensuing year in the 

absence of any contrary evidence and finding of the council regarding the continued 

necessity for such taxicab service. (11-10-75, § 1711.) 

 

Sec. 18-12.  Memorandum certificates. 

 

For each taxicab for which a certificate has been granted a memorandum 

certificate shall be issued in such form as the inspector may, from time to time, prescribe, 

such memorandum certificate to be displayed at all times in a conspicuous place in the 

taxicab for which it is issued, as herein provided. (Code 11-10-75, § 17-12.) 

 

Sec. 18-13.  Transfer. 

 

No certificate of necessity issued hereunder may be assigned, transferred, leased 

or used by persons other than the owner to whom originally issued, and no memorandum 

certificate shall be used in any taxicab except the one for which it is issued. (11-10-75, § 

17-13.) 

 

Sec. 18-14.  Change of vehicle ownership. 

 

Change of ownership of or title to any taxicab shall automatically revoke any 

certificate previously granted for the operation of such taxicab.  The purchaser of any 

such taxicab may not operate it as a taxicab until and unless he has applied for and been 

granted a certificate of convenience and necessity as provided in this chapter.  For the 

purposes of this chapter, change of ownership is deemed as taking place, in addition to 

the other methods usually employed, if the owner of any taxicab leases the same to any 

person under any lease or arrangement whereby such person shall have the right, upon 

payment of an amount of money or other consideration, to acquire title at any future date 

to such taxicab. (11-10-75, 0 17-14.) 

 

Sec. 18-15.  Substitution of vehicles. 

 

Any owner desiring to remove from service a taxicab and substitute for it a 

different one shall make application to the city council for such replacement.  The council 

shall allow the substitution if it appears that the taxicab to be replaced was not out of 

service for more that sixty days next preceding the application for substitution, and 

provided that the proposed substitute taxicab shall be in compliance with the provisions 

of this chapter. (11-10-75, § 17-15.) 

 

Sec. 18-16.  Suspension; revocation. 

 

Certificates may be suspended or revoked by the council for such periods of time 

as the council deems proper upon any of the following findings: 
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(a) That the owner is operating any taxicab in such a manner as to be 

detrimental to the public safety and welfare; 

 

(b) That the owner is operating any taxicab at a rate of fare in excess 

or less than the rates herein prescribed and approved by the city 

council and shown on the current rate card; 

 

(c) That the owner has failed to register properly, in the correct and 

true owner's name, the taxicab covered by the certificate with the 

state; 

 

(d) That the owner has willfully failed to comply with any provision of 

this Code or other ordinance of the city or state law regulating the 

operation of taxicabs. 

 

No certificate shall be revoked or suspended unless and until forty-eight hours 

notice of hearing shall have been given to the holder of such certificate and such hearing 

is duly had therein.  If, however, the inspector shall, upon good cause, believe that the 

safety of the city requires the immediate suspension of any certificate, the inspector shall 

have the authority to suspend the certificate prior to hearing for a period not to exceed 

seventy-two hours. (11-10-75, § 17-16.) 

 

Sec. 18-17.  Surrender of certificate. 

 

Any certificate which shall have been suspended or revoked by the council shall 

immediately be surrendered to the inspector, together with corresponding memorandum 

certificate and rate cards, and the operation of any taxicab covered by such certificate 

shall cease. 

 

Any owner who shall have any taxicab out of service for a period of sixty 

consecutive days without having made application for substitution under the provisions 

of section 18-15 shall immediately surrender the memorandum certificate granted for the 

operation of such taxicab to the inspector, and such owner shall not secure any additional 

memorandum certificate for the operation of any other taxicab without having first made 

application therefor as provided by this chapter. (11-10-75, § 17-17.) 

 

 

Article III.  Rates of Fare. 

 

Sec. 18-18.  Schedules. 

 

The rates of fare to be charged for taxicab service by any person owning, 

operating or controlling any motor vehicle operated as a taxicab upon any street shall not 

be more than nor less than the rates established by resolution of the city council from 

time to time. 
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The schedule of rates of fare for taxicab service, when set by resolution of the city 

council, shall be maintained on file in the office of the city manager. (11-10-75, § 17-18.) 

 

Sec. 18-19.  Settlement of disputes. 

 

All disputes as to fares shall be determined by the inspector at the police station 

within twenty-four hours, and both passenger and driver shall comply with such 

determination. (11-10-75, § 17-19.) 

 

Sec. 18-20.  Display of rate cards. 

 

Rate cards shall be displayed in a prominent location within each taxicab, and 

such rate card shall state the prevailing rate, if such rate shall have been set by the 

council.  If the council has not set a rate, then the card shall contain the rate established 

by the owner. (11-10-75, § 17-20.) 

 

Sec. 18-21.  Payment required; receipt. 

 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any passenger to refuse to pay lawful fares as may be 

charged in accordance herewith. 

 

(b) The driver shall furnish to any passenger, upon his request, a numbered 

receipt showing the owner’s name, date, certificate number and the amount of 

the fare charged.  Refusal of a driver to give such a receipt shall be a defense 

to any charge of violation of subsection (a) of this section. (11-1075, § 17-21.) 

 

 

Article IV.  Specifications and Equipment. 

 

Sec. 18-22.  Compliance with article. 

 

No vehicle shall be entitled to a certificate unless it conforms with all provisions 

of this article. (11-10-75, § 1722.) 

 

Editor’s note.--The provisions of this section became effective July 1, 

1976. 

 

Sec. 18-23.  Generally. 

 

(a) All taxicabs shall have at least four doors, two leading into the passengers I 

compartment and two leading into the driver's compartment, so constructed 

that they may be opened from either the inside or the outside.  Each door 

shall be constructed with a double or safety lock. 

 

(b) All taxicabs will be equipped with removable floormats of rubber or other 

nonabsorbent material. 
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(c) All taxicabs shall be equipped in accordance with state and federal 

regulations governing the equipment required for the operation of motor 

vehicles. 

 

(d) Every owner of a taxicab shall clean the exterior as needed and clean and 

disinfect the interior of each taxicab at least once in every twenty-four hour 

period. (11-10-75, § 1723.) 

 

Editor’s note.--The provisions of this section became effective July 1, 1976. 

 

Sec. 18-24.  Color scheme. 

 

(a) The name of the taxicab company, the memorandum certificate number, the 

telephone number and the city's name shall be painted with permanent paint 

on both sides of each taxicab with letters and numbers at least four inches in 

height.  The taxicab company's name shall be painted on the rear of each 

taxicab in letters at least four inches in height.  Colors of paint to be used for 

the lettering and numbering is to be in sharp contrast with the color of the 

surface paint to which it is applied so as to be visible at a reasonable 

distance. (10-8-79) 

 

(b) No lettering or numbering shall be acceptable which has been painted upon a 

sheet of metal or other material which, in turn, can be removed or detached 

from the vehicle. (11-10-75, § 17-24, 10-8-79.) 

 

Editor’s note.--The provisions of this section became effective July 1, 1976. 

Paragraph (a) was deleted on 10-8-79, and (b) and (c) became the new (a) 

and (b). 

 

Sec. 18-25.  Inspection and maintenance of equipment. 

 

(a) Every owner shall cause his taxicabs to be inspected periodically by 

delivering them at a time and place to be specified by the inspector.  Failure 

of any owner to stand his taxicabs for inspection, as requested by the 

inspector, shall be cause for the suspension or revocation of the certificate 

issued for such taxicabs. 

 

(b) The inspector or his agent shall have the right at any time, after displaying 

proper identification, to enter into or upon any taxicab for the purpose of 

ascertaining whether or not any of the provisions of this article are being 

violated. 

 

(c) Any taxicab which is found, after such inspection, to be unsafe or in any way 

unsuitable for taxicab service may be immediately ordered out of service by 

the inspector; and, before placing such taxicab in service again, the owner 

shall deliver it to the inspector at a designated point for reinspection.  Any  
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owner who has a taxicab which is ordered out of service and which does not pass 

reinspection within sixty days shall immediately surrender the memorandum 

certificate covering that taxicab and the owner will have no right of reinstatement. 

(11-10-75, § 17-75.) 

 

Sec. 18-26.  Depot or terminal required. 

 

No taxicab shall operate on the streets of the city unless the same shall have a 

depot or terminal on private property, and no taxicab shall be permitted to use the streets 

of the city except for the purpose of transporting, loading and unloading of passengers 

and their baggage and for the purpose of returning to such depot or terminal by the most 

direct route. (11-10-75, § 17-25.1) 

 

 

Article V. Records. 

 

Sec. 18-27.  Driver’s manifest. 

 

(a) Every driver shall maintain a daily manifest upon which is recorded all 

trips made each day, showing time and place of origin and destination 

of each trip and amount of fare; and all such completed manifests shall be 

returned to the owner by the driver at the conclusion of his tour of duty.  

The forms for such records shall be furnished to the driver by the owner, 

and shall be of a character approved by the inspector. 

 

(b) Every owner shall retain and preserve all driver's manifests in a safe place 

for at least ninety days, and the same shall be made available, upon 

demand, for inspection by the inspector, the city police or the city council. 

(11-10-75, § 17-26.) 

 

Sec. 18-28.  Accidents. 

 

All accidents from or in connection with the operation of taxicabs which result in 

death or personal injury or in damage to any property shall be reported within twenty-

four hours from the time of occurrence to the inspector in writing on forms approved by 

the inspector.  This report shall be made on all accidents, whether or not they occur in the 

city or its one-mile perimeter or outside, and the taxicab involved in the accident shall be 

subject to immediate inspection. (11-10-75, 17-27.) 
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Article VI.  Drivers. 

 

Sec. 18-29.  Permits--Required. 

 

No person shall drive a taxicab within the city limits or within its one-mile 

perimeter without first having obtained a taxicab driver’s permit from the inspector. (11-

10-75, § 1729.) 

 

Sec. 18-30.  Same--Qualifications of applicant. 

 

Each successful applicant for a driver's permit must meet the following 

requirements: 

 

(a) Be at least eighteen years of age; 

 

(b) Hold a valid North Carolina chauffeur's license; 

 

(c) Be free of any infirmity of body or mind which renders him unfit for 

the safe operation of a taxicab and consent to a physical examination 

at his own expense if required, upon good cause, by the inspector; 

 

(d) Successfully complete an examination given by the inspector as to 

applicant's knowledge of the provisions of this chapter and the state 

laws regulating taxicabs and their operation; 

 

(e) Be reasonably clean and neat in appearance. (11-10-75, § 17-30.) 

 

Sec. 18-31.  Same--Applications generally. 

 

Each applicant for a  driver's permit shall make application on forms to be 

provided by the inspector and shall fully complete each item and shall subscribe his name 

thereto in the presence of a notary public, attesting to the truthfulness of his answers.  The 

application must be accompanied by three recent photographs of the applicant of such 

size as the inspector may designate. (11-10-75, 5 17-31.) 

 

Sec. 18-32.  Same--Issuance; contents; renewal. 

 

(a) Upon a finding by the inspector that the applicant has satisfied the 

requirements of this article, he shall forthwith issue to applicant a permit 

upon payment by applicant of the permit fee for the same, which shall be 

set from time to time by the council. 

 

(b) The driver’s permit shall specify the owner for whom such driver shall 

drive, and no driver shall operate a cab for any other owner without 

securing a new permit from the inspector designating such new owner. 
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(c) An inspector may renew a taxicab driver’s permit from year to year by an 

appropriate endorsement thereon or by the issuance of a new permit.  A 

driver applying for a renewal of his permit shall make application on the 

form furnished by the inspector and shall pay the renewal fee as set from 

time to time by the city council. (11-10-75, § 17-32.) 

 

Sec. 18-33.  Same--Grounds for failure to issue or revocation. 

 

The inspector may revoke or fail to issue or renew a permit to any driver upon a 

finding by the inspector of any of the following: 

 

(a) That the driver or applicant has been convicted within the past ten 

years of any felony or of any other crime involving the use, sale or 

possession of intoxicating liquors or of any of the controlled 

substances as set forth in the North Carolina Controlled Substances 

Act. 

 

(b) That the driver or applicant has made a false statement or statements 

in his application for a driver's permit. 

 

(c) That the driver has had his chauffeur’s license revoked or suspended 

or that the driver has been convicted of multiple violations of traffic 

laws such as to endanger the welfare and safety of citizens of this city. 

 

(d) That the driver or applicant is physically or mentally incapable of 

safely operating a taxicab or is an habitual user of intoxicating liquors 

or narcotic drugs. 

 

(e) That the driver or applicant has violated any provisions of this article 

or of any other ordinance of the city or state law dealing with the 

public safety or public morals. 

 

The inspector shall deliver to the driver or applicant, in writing, the specific 

grounds for his refusal to issue or renew permit.  Any applicant or driver aggrieved by the 

inspector's decision may appeal the decision to the city council, where he shall be given a 

hearing to determine the reasonableness and fairness of the inspector's decision. (11-10-

751, § 17-33.) 

 

Sec. 18-34.  Conduct. 

 

No driver of a taxicab shall: 

 

(a) Permit or cause any person of the opposite sex other than the driver to 

ride in the front seat of any taxicab when the rear seat thereof is 

vacant; and, at any time, allow his taxicab to be overloaded in such a 

way as to allow the passengers to obstruct his safe operation of the  
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vehicle. 

 

(b) Fail to deliver any lost article belonging to a passenger to the owner at 

the conclusion of the driver’s tour of duty.  A written report of the 

finding and deposit of such article shall be made by the owner within 

twenty-four hours to the inspector. 

 

(c) Solicit passengers by any sign or in any manner annoy any person or 

obstruct the movement of any person or follow any person for the 

purpose of soliciting patronage. 

 

(d) Accept additional passengers when the taxicab is already occupied by 

a passenger unless the original passenger consents thereto.  If a child 

under sixteen years of age is the original passenger, no other 

passengers shall be permitted in such cab except other children or his 

parent or guardian. 

 

(e) Refuse or neglect to convey any orderly person upon request unless 

previously engaged or unable or forbidden by the provisions of this 

article to do so. (11-10-75, § 17-34.) 
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Sec. 21-1.  Definitions. 
 

Whenever used in regulation of the Mount Holly Recreation Department or the 
Mount Holly City Council, the following respective terms, unless otherwise therein 
expressly defined, shall mean and include each of the meanings herein as set forth. 

 
(a) Park—The term park or parks, unless specifically limited, shall be deemed to 

include all designated parks, sites and other recreational areas under the 
jurisdiction of the Mount Holly City Council. 
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(b) Department—The Mount Holly Recreation Department. 
 

(c) Regulation—Any regulation duly adopted by the Mount Holly Recreation 
Department or by the Mount Holly City Council. 

 
(d) Owner—Any person, firm, association, co-partnership, or corporation, 

owning, leasing, operating, or having the exclusive use of a vehicle, animal or 
any other property under a lease or otherwise. 

 
(e) Permits—Any written license issued by or under the authority of the Mount 

Holly Recreation Department or Mount Holly City Council permitting the 
performance of specific acts. 

 
(f) Person—Any natural person, corporation, company, association, joint stock 

association, firm or co-partnership. 
 

(g) Unnecessary Stopping—Bringing a vehicle to a complete stop at a point other 
than in a parking place, or other than in conformity with traffic regulations 
and other than because of a defect in said vehicle. 

 
Sec. 21-2.  Construction of regulations. 
 
 In the interpretation of Mount Holly Recreation Department regulations, their 
provisions shall be construed as follow: 

(1) Any terms in the singular shall include the plural, 
 
(2) Any term in the masculine shall include the feminine and the neuter, 

 
(3) Any requirement or prohibition of any act shall, respectively, extend to and 

include the causing or procuring, directly or indirectly, of such act, 
 

(4) No provisions hereof shall make unlawful any act necessarily performed by 
any officer or employee of the Department in the line of duty or work as such, 
or by any person, his agents or employees, in the proper and necessary 
execution of the terms of any agreement with the Department, 

 
(5) Any act otherwise prohibited by law or local ordinance, shall be lawful if 

performed under, by virtue of, and strictly within the provisions of a permit to 
do so, and to the extent authorized thereby, and 

 
(6) These regulations are in addition to and supplement the State Vehicle and 

Traffic Laws which are in force in all parks and which are incorporated herein 
and made a part hereof. 

 
(Amended 8-24-2015.) 
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Sec. 21-3.  Territorial scope. 
 
 All regulations of the Mount Holly Recreation Department, or the Mount Holly 
City Council shall be effective within and upon all parks, sites, and other recreational 
areas in Mount Holly and shall regulate the use thereof by all persons. 
 
(Amended 8-24-2015.) 
 
Sec. 21-4.  Permits. 
 

The terms of permits issued under this Chapter must be strictly followed and any 
violation of its terms by a permittee or person acting under the permittee shall constitute 
grounds for its revocation by the Mount Holly Recreation Director or the City Manager.  
There will be no refund of monies paid for permits revoked under the provisions of this 
Section.  A permittee and any person acting under the permittee shall be jointly and 
severally liable to the City for all damages or losses caused or contributed to by them and 
may also be subject to penalties as set forth in Section 21-28.  
 
 Permits referenced in Sections 21-12, 21-24, and 21-25 shall be granted or denied 
under the authority of the Mount Holly Recreation Director.  Permits referenced in 
Section 21-20 shall be granted or denied under the authority of the City Manager. 
 
(Amended 8-24-2015.) 
 
Sec. 21-5.  Preservation of flowers, plants, minerals, etc. 
 
 No person shall remove, destroy, cut down, scar, mutilate, injure, take or gather in 
any manner any tree, flower, fern, shrub, rock or other plant or mineral in any park or any 
recreation site. 
 
Sec. 21-6.  Preservation of building, signs, structures, etc. 
 
 No person shall in any manner injure, deface, disturb, destroy or disfigure any 
part of any park, nor any building, sign, equipment or other property found therein. 
 
Sec 21-7.  Swimming and bathing prohibited. 
 

Swimming, wading or bathing is prohibited in any lake, stream or other type of 
waterway from or on park property. 
 
(Amended 8-24-2015.) 
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Sec. 21-8.  Disposal of refuse, garbage, rubbish, etc. 
 
 No person shall deposit in any part of any park any garbage, sewerage, refuse, 
waste, fruit, vegetables, foodstuffs, boxes, tin cans, paper or other litter or other waste 
material or obnoxious material, except in containers designated for such purpose. 
 
Sec. 21-9.  Pollution of waters. 
 

No person shall in the streams, lakes, or other waters of any park or site bathe 
dogs or other animals, wash vehicles or clothing, or throw, cast, lay, drop or discharge 
into or leave in the streams or the waters of the park or in any storm, sewer or drain 
flowing into said waters any substance, matter or thing, liquid or solid, which may or 
shall result in the pollution of said water. 
 
(Amended 8-24-2015.) 
 
Sec. 21-10.  Traffic and parking. 
 

(a) Vehicles, Where Prohibited—Vehicles are prohibited in all areas, except 
paved roads and designated parking areas.  Vehicles are prohibited from 
entering the Conservation Park on Mountain Island Road and may park in 
designated parking areas only. 

 
(b) Parking—No owner or driver shall cause or permit a vehicle to stand 

anywhere in any park outside of designated parking areas except a 
reasonable time in a drive to receive or discharge passengers. 

 
(c) Obstructing Traffic—No person shall cause or permit a vehicle to obstruct 

traffic by unnecessary stopping. 
 

(d) Speed Limit—Rate of speed in excess of ten miles per hour is prohibited. 
 

(e) View Into Vehicles—Every car driven through any park or parked in any 
parking space in any park shall have the interior thereof open to full view at 
all times. 

 
(Amended 8-24-2015.) 
 
Sec. 21-11.  Animals at large. 
 
 No person shall cause or permit any animal owned by him to enter any park, 
unless in his custody or under his control and each such animal found not under the 
custody or control of any owner may be seized and disposed of as provided by law or 
ordinance covering disposal of stray animals on highways or public property then in 
effect at the place when such stray animals may be seized.  Notwithstanding the 
provisions of Section 3-7, while located within the confines of the fence in any 
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designated dog park facility, dogs do not have to be restrained by a chain or leash if the 
dog is under the owner’s direct control and is obedient to that person’s commands.  Any 
person having custody of any animal in any park shall be responsible for the removal of 
any animal solid waste. 
 
(Amended 8-24-2015.) 
 
Sec. 21-12.  Camping. 
 
 No camping shall be allowed in any park or site maintained by the Mount Holly 
Recreation Department or owned by the City of Mount Holly, except by permit. 
 
(Amended 8-24-2015.) 
 
Sec. 21-13.  Hunting.   
 
 No person within the confines of any park, shall hunt, pursue, trap, shoot, injure, 
kill or molest in any way any bird or animal, nor shall any person have any wild bird or 
animal in his possession within the park 
 
Sec. 21-14.  Firearms. 
 

(a) Openly carrying firearms or handguns.  It shall be unlawful for any person to 
openly carry, possess, or display firearms of any description or air guns within 
any park.  The Mount Holly Parks and Recreation Director or his designee is 
authorized and directed to post, in conspicuous locations, notices regarding 
this prohibition in the parks. 
 

(b) This section does not apply to a qualified sworn law enforcement officer or to 
a watchman or other person specifically authorized by the City of Mount 
Holly to carry firearms on such premises while acting lawfully and within the 
scope of his authority. 

 
For state law regulating carrying concealed weapons, see G.S. § 14-269. 
As to the prohibition of carrying firearms within municipal buildings, including 

buildings located within parks such as the Tuckaseege Community Center, 
see § 14-23 of this Code. 

 
(Amended 2-08-2016.) 
 
Sec. 21-15.  Explosives. 
 
 No person shall bring into or have in any park any explosive substance. 
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Sec. 21-16.  Fires, lighted cigarettes, etc. 
 
 No person shall kindle, build, maintain or use a fire other than in places provided 
or designated for such purposes.  Any fire shall be continuously under the care and 
direction of a competent person over sixteen years of age from the time it is kindled until 
it is extinguished.  No person within the confines of any park shall throw away or discard 
any lighted match, cigarette, cigar, or other burning object.  Any lighted match, cigarette, 
cigar or other burning object must be entirely extinguished before being thrown away or 
discarded. 
 
(Amended 8-24-2015.) 
 
Sec. 21-17.  Smoking. 
 
 No person shall use tobacco products in any building or structure owned or leased 
by the City of Mount Holly.  The use of tobacco products is prohibited in all greenways 
and parks owned or leased by the City of Mount Holly, except the use of such products is 
permitted in areas designated for parking. 
(Amended by resolution dated June 28, 2010.) 
 
Sec. 21-18.  Disorderly conduct prohibited. 
 
 No person shall disobey a lawful order of a Mount Holly Recreation Department 
employee or police officer nor commit any act constituting a public nuisance by law; nor 
use abusive, profane, or insulting language; nor unreasonably disturb or annoy others; be 
under the influence of intoxicants; do any act tending to or amounting to a breach of the 
peace nor conduct himself in any disorderly manner whatsoever. 
 
Sec. 21-19.  Gambling. 
 
 Gambling in any park is prohibited and no person shall bring into the park or have 
in his possession while there, any implement or device commonly used, or intended for 
gambling purposes. 
 
Sec. 21-20.  Intoxicating liquors or beverages. 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person to consume or possess any alcoholic beverage, 
to be or become intoxicated, or to be under the influence of intoxicants within the 
confines of any park, except that possession and consumption of malt beverages and 
unfortified wine is permitted during any function, festival, or celebration organized and 
sanctioned by the City of Mount Holly pursuant to a written permit issued by the City 
Manager or his duly authorized representative.  This permit, when issued, will be subject 
to all applicable ABC regulations and shall designate the boundaries of the event, which 
may include the Tuckaseege Center, and temporarily close those portions of the park 
within the boundaries of the event for general public use.  Applicants must demonstrate 
proof of proper insurance for the planned event and make adequate provision for traffic 
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control, if necessary, and public safety.  The City Manager or his representative may 
place such additional restrictions on the event as he deems reasonably necessary to ensure 
public safety and convenience.  
 
(Amended 02-05-2016.) 
 
Sec. 21-21.  Skateboard Park. 
 
 All persons riding a skateboard or similar device in a skateboard park owned by 
the City of Mount Holly shall at all times wear a helmet which shall meet the ASTM 
F1492 skateboard helmet standards, elbow pads and kneepads.  All persons under the age 
of 16 riding a bicycle, skateboard, roller skates, scooter, or a similar device in any park 
shall at all times wear a protective helmet.  Any person failing to wear this safety 
equipment shall be subject to a citation resulting in the penalties set forth in Section 21-
28 of this Chapter and may be barred from further use of the facility and/or park. 
 
(adopted 8-24-2009). (Amended 8-24-2015.) 
 
Sec. 21-22.  Advertising. 
 
 No sign, notice, or advertisement of any nature shall be erected or posted at any 
place within any park, nor shall any musical instrument, radio, talking machine, or drum 
be operated or any noise to be made for the purpose of attracting attention to any 
exhibition of any kind. 
 
Sec. 21-23.  Meeting and exhibitions. 
 
 No person shall in any park erect any structure, stand or platform hold any 
meetings or exhibition, perform any ceremony, make any speech or address except by 
permit. 
 
Sec. 21-24.  Alms and contributions. 
 
 No person shall within any park solicit alms or contributions for any purpose 
without a permit. (Amended 8-24-2015.) 
 
Sec. 21-25.  Hours. 
 
 No person except employees or officers of the Department shall be allowed within 
the park between dusk and dawn except under permit or under the supervision of the 
Mount Holly Recreation Department. (Amended 8-24-2015.) 
 
Sec. 21-26.  Reserved for future use. 
 
 
 



§ 21-27 MOUNT HOLLY CITY CODE § 21-30 
 

 Supplemented through March 25, 2019. 

Sec. 21-27.  Charges. 
 
 No person shall make, use or gain admittance to the facilities in any park for the 
use of which a charge is made by the Department unless he shall pay the charge or price 
fixed by the Department. 
 
Sec. 21-28.  Penalties. 
 
 Any person who shall violate any provision of this Ordinance shall upon 
conviction, be punished by fine of not less than $10.00 nor more than $50.00, or by 
imprisonment of not more than thirty days.  Nothing herein contained shall prevent the 
City of Mount Holly from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or 
remedy any violation, including arrest and/or banning violators from park property. 
(Amended 8-24-2015.) 
 
Sec. 21-29.  Separability clause. 
 
 Should any section or provision of the Ordinance be declared by the Courts to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such decisions shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as 
a whole, or any part thereof other than the part so declared to be unconstitutional or 
invalid. 
 
Sec. 21-30.  Effective Date. 
 
 This Ordinance shall be in effect from and after August 10, 1992. 
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Sec. 22-1. Definitions.  In addition to the common meanings of words, the following 

definitions shall be applicable herein: 

 

(a) “Customer” shall mean any person that leases or rents a vehicle on a short-

term lease or rental basis. 

 

(b) “General Statutes” shall refer to the North Carolina General Statutes and 

any reference to a particular section thereof shall include the same as may 

be from time to time amended, modified, supplemented, revised or 

superseded. 

 

(c) “Gross receipts” shall mean the amount that is or would be reported as 

gross receipts on a business’s state income tax return, or on the federal 

income tax return filed with the state income tax return if the state return 

does not separately state gross receipts for the most recently completed tax 

year.  Taxes collected hereunder are not subject to the tax herein imposed 

and are not included in gross receipts. 

 

(d) “Lease or rental” shall mean a transfer, for consideration, of the use but 

not the ownership of property to another for a period of time.  [G.S. §105-

164.3(7a)] 

 

(e) “Long-term lease or rental” shall mean a lease or rental made under a 

written agreement to lease or rent property to the same person for a period 

of at least three hundred sixty-five (365) continuos days.  [G.S. §105-

187.1(3)]
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(f) “Person” shall mean any individual, trustee, executor, other fiduciary, 

corporation, unincorporated association, partnership, sole proprietorship, 

company, firm or other legal entity. 

 

(g) “Short-term lease or rental” shall mean any lease or rental of a vehicle that 

is not a long-term lease or rental.  [G.S. §160A-215.1(e)(2) and G. S. 

§105-187.1(4)] 

 

(h) “Tax Collector” shall refer to that individual appointed by the governing 

body pursuant to (G.S. §105-349)(the provisions of the municipal charter), 

to collect taxes on behalf of the City and any other person authorized to 

carry out the duties and functions of such individual. 

 

(i) “Taxpayer” means any person liable for the taxes imposed by this 

Ordinance. 

 

(j) “Vehicle” shall mean any of the following: 

 

(i) A motor vehicle of the private passenger type, including a 

passenger van, mini-van, or sport utility vehicle. 

 

(ii) A motor vehicle of the cargo type, including cargo van, pickup 

truck, or truck with a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less 

used predominately in the transportation of property for other than 

commercial freight and that does not require the operator to 

possess a commercial drivers license. 

 

(iii) A trailer or semitrailer with a gross vehicle weight of 6,000 pounds 

or less.  [G.S. 160A-215.1(e)(1)] 

 

Sec. 22-2. Levy of Tax.  A tax is hereby imposed and levied in an amount equal to one 

and one-half percent (1.5%) of the gross receipts derived from the short-term lease or 

rental of vehicles at retail to the general public.  This tax on gross receipts is in addition 

to the privilege taxes authorized by G.S.  §160A-211. 

  

Sec. 22-3. Collection of the Tax.  Every person engaged in the business of short-term 

lease or rental of vehicles at retail to the general public shall collect at the time of the 

lease or rental the tax herein levied, place the tax so collected in a segregated account, 

and thereafter remit such tax to the Tax Collector in accordance with the provisions of 

this Ordinance.  The taxpayer shall include a provision in each retail short-term lease or 

rental agreement stating that the percentage amount enacted by this Ordinance of the total 

lease or rental price, excluding sales tax, is being charged as a tax on gross receipts.  The 

amount of the tax shall be stated separately from the lease or rental amount and shall be 

shown separately on the taxpayer’s records.    The tax shall be paid by the customer to the 

taxpayer as trustee for an on account of City of Mount Holly.  The taxpayer shall be 

liable for the collection thereof and for its payment to the Tax Collector and the 
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taxpayer’s failure to charge or to collect said tax from the customer shall not affect such 

liability.  

 

Sec. 22-4. Report and Payment of Tax.  The taxes levied under this Ordinance are due 

and payable when a return is required to be filed.  Every taxpayer shall, within the time 

specified, submit a return to the Tax Collector on the form prescribed by the Tax 

Collector.  A return must be signed by the taxpayer or the taxpayer’s agent.  Returns of 

taxpayers are due to the Tax Collector each month on or before the fifteenth (15
th

) day of 

the month following the month in which the tax accrues.  As provided in G.S. § 160A-

208.1, a return shall not be considered a public record and information contained in a 

return may be disclosed only in accordance therewith.  

 

Sec. 22-5. Taxpayer to Keep Records.  The taxpayer shall keep and preserve suitable 

records of the gross receipts received by such taxpayer in the conduct of business and 

such other books or accounts as may be necessary to determine the amount of the tax for 

which such taxpayer is liable under the provisions of this Ordinance.  It shall be the duty 

of the taxpayer to keep and preserve for a period of three years all such records of gross 

receipts and other books and accounts described.  All records, books and accounts herein 

described shall be for examination at all reasonable hours during the day by the Tax 

Administrator or his duly authorized agent. 

 

Sec. 22-6. Tax Collector to Provide Forms.  The Tax Collector shall design, prepare, print 

and make available to all taxpayers operating within the municipal boundaries of the City 

of Mount Holly forms and instructions for filing returns to insure a full collection of and 

an accounting for taxes due.  The failure of any taxpayer to obtain or receive forms shall 

not relieve such taxpayer from the payment of the tax at the time and in the manner 

provided. 

 

Sec. 22-7. Situs.  The transaction giving rise to the tax herein levied shall be deemed to 

have occurred at the location of the entity from which the customer takes delivery of the 

vehicle.  [G.S. §160A-215.1(b)] 

  

Sec. 22-8. Penalties, Interest and Remedies.  The provisions with respect to penalties, 

interest and remedies applicable to Subchapter VIII (Local Government Sales and Use 

Tax) of Chapter 105 of the General Statutes, as contained in Article 5 and Article 9, 

Subchapter 1, Chapter 105 thereof, shall be applicable in like manner of the tax 

authorized to be levied and collected under this Ordinance, to the extent that the same are 

not inconsistent with the provisions hereof.  The governing body of the City of Mount 

Holly may exercise any power the Secretary of Revenue may exercise in collecting sales 

and use taxes.  [G.S. §160A-215.1(f)] 

 

Sec. 22-9. Administration.  In addition to the provisions herein, the levy and collection of 

the taxes herein imposed shall be otherwise administered in the same manner as the Sales 

and Use Tax as provided in Article 5, Subchapter 1, Chapter 105 of the General Statutes.  

[G.S. §160A-215.1(d)] 
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Sec. 22-10. Severability.  If any section, clause, or provisions of this Ordinance shall be 

found to be invalid, the validity of the remaining sections, clauses or provisions shall not 

be affected thereby. 

 

Sec. 22-11. Authority.  This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the provisions of G. S. 

§160A-215.1. 

 

Sec. 22-12. Effective Date.  This Ordinance and the taxes thereby levied and imposed 

shall become effective July 1, 2000. 

 

(Adopted the 10
th

 day of June, 2000.) 
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  See Housing. 

 Inspection fees, § 4-5. 

 Insulation contractors, § 10-19. 

  Licensing and permit  

   requirements.  See  

    Licenses and see  

    Permits. 

 Mobile Home Parks. 

  See Mobile Home Parks. 

 Oil plants. 

  See Inflammable Liquids. 

 Regulations for buildings other  

  than housing, § 4-10. 
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BULK CONTAINERS. 

 Requirement and regulations,  

  § 8-1,  6, 7. 

 

C 

 

CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE. 

 Requirements, § 10-20. 

 

CANE BOARDS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

CARNIVALS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

CEMETERIES. 

 Burial to be in public cemeteries,  

  § 5-3. 

  Certificate prerequisite to burial,  

  § 5-4. 

City Manager. 

  Sales of lots, § 5-5. 

 Director of public works. 

 Duties generally, § 5-2. 

 Disinterment permit, § 5-4. 

 Ejection of disturbers, § 5-21. 

 Fixtures and flowers. 

  Damage, § 5-20. 

 Foundation of monuments,  

  § 5-16. 

 Hunting, trapping, etc., § 5-22. 

 Ingress and egress, § 5-17. 

 Maintenance. 

  Builders, § 5-15. 

  Detrimental growth, § 5-11. 

  Duty of cultivation and  

   upkeep, § 5-12. 

  Plants, § 5-11. 

  Railings, § 5-11. 

  Removal of offensive or  

   improper objects, § 5-13. 

  Removal of trash. 

   Generally, § 5-14. 

  Shrubs, § 5-11. 

 Motor vehicles and traffic. 

  Operation of vehicles, § 5-18. 

CEMETERIES. (Cont’d) 

 

 Public thoroughfare. 

  Use, § 5-19. 

 Sales of lots. 

  Assignment of lots or graves,  

   § 5-7. 

  Charges, § 5-9. 

  City Manager. 

  Powers, § 5-5. 

  Execution of deeds, § 5-6. 

  Indigents, § 5-10. 

  Rules and regulations, § 5-8. 

 Transfer of lots or graves, § 5-7. 

 Supervision, § 5-1. 

 

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC 

CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY. 

 Taxicabs. 

  See Taxicabs. 

 

CHARTER. 

 Conflicting laws. 

  Repeal, char., § 10. 

 Continuation. 

  Existing laws, char., § 10. 

 Existing laws. 

  Continuation, char., § 10. 

 Municipality. 

  See Municipality.  

 Ordinances. 

  Charter to supersede  

   ordinances, char., § 9. 

 Severability of provisions, char,  

  § 9. 

 

CIDER DEALERS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

CIRCUSES. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

CITY. 

 Municipality. 

  Generally. 

   See Municipality. 
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CITY ATTORNEY. 

 Generally, § 2-30. 

 

CITY CLERK. 

 Appointment, § 2-27. 

 Bonds, surety, § 2-27. 

 Duties. 

  Enumerated duties, § 2-27.  

  Generally, § 2-27. 

 Office hours, § 2-29. 

 

CITY COUNCIL. 

 City Manager. 

  Council not to interfere in  

   appointments, removal or  

    duties, § 2-26. 

 Composition, char., § 6. 

 Consolidation of offices. 

  Powers, § 2-9. 

 Election of members, char., § 6. 

 Expenditure of funds. 

  Decoration and  

   beautification, char., § 8. 

 Licenses. 

  Requirement to appear and  

   testify before city council,  

    §10-6.   

Meetings. 

  Adjournment, § 2-12. 

 Motion, § 2-17. 

 Motions to have precedence,  

  § 2-16. 

 Order of business, § 2-13.   

 Regular, § 2-11. 

 Rules of procedure. 

  Generally, § 2-14. 

  Previous questions, § 2-15. 

 Members. 

  Disqualification by removal  

   of residence, § 2-8. 

  Election of members, char.,  

   § 6. 

  Resignation of members,  

   § 2-7. 

  Terms of members, char.,  

   § 6. 

CITY COUNCIL. (Cont’d) 

 

 Powers, char., § 5. 

  Consolidation of offices, 

   § 2-9.  

 Salaries, § 2-10. 

 Terms of members, char., § 6. 

 

CITY FINANCE OFFICER. 

 Appointment, § 2-28 

 Bonds, surety, § 2-28 

 Duties. 

  Enumerated, § 2-28 

  Generally, § 2-28 

 Office Hours, § 2-29 

 

CITY MANAGER. 

 Appointment of personnel,   

  § 2-25. 

 Cemeteries. 

  Sales of lots, § 5-5. 

 City council. 

  Council not to interfere in  

   appointments, removals  

    or duties, § 2-26. 

 Council not to interfere in  

  appointments, § 2-26.   

 Duties, § 2-24. 

 Garbage, refuse and waste. 

  Unclean premises. 

  Notice of violation, § 8-9.   

 Police department. 

  Executive head, § 15-1. 

 

CITY TREASURER. 

  See City Finance Officer. 

 

CODE. 

 Amendments, § 1-7. 

 Buildings. 

  Adoption of Building Code,  

   § 4-1. 

  Electrical Code, § 4-2. 

  Heating Code, § 4-2. 

  Plumbing Code, § 4-2. 

 Catchlines of sections, § 1-4. 
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CODE. (Cont’d) 

 

 Citation, § 1-1. 

 Conflicts within Code, § 1-3. 

 Definitions, § 1-2. 

 Designation, § 1-1. 

 Ordinances. 

  See Ordinances. 

 Penalties. 

  General penalty, § 1-8. 

 Rules of construction, §1-2. 

 Severability of Code provisions,  

  § 1-5. 

 Technical codes. 

  Filing, § 1-9. 

 

COMMISSIONS. 

 See Boards and Commissions. 

 

COMMUNITY ANTENNA TELEVISION 

SYSTEMS. 

 Franchises, § 10-20. 

 

COMMUNITY APPEARANCE 

COMMISSION. 

 Advisory council, comm’s,  

  § 2-47. 

 Annual report, § 2-46. 

 Compliance, § 2-45. 

 Duties, § 2-45. 

 Established, § 2-42. 

 Funds, § 2-49. 

 Organization, § 2-44. 

 Permit tie-in, § 2-45. 

 Powers, § 2-45. 

 Qualification, § 2-43. 

 Staff, technical, § 2-48. 

 Terms of office, § 2-43. 

 

CONCEALED WEAPONS. 

 Effective date, § 14-23. 

 Location of signs, § 14-23. 

 Posting of signs required,  

  § 14-23. 

 Severability; conflict of laws, 

  § 14-23. 

CONCEALED WEAPONS. (Cont’d) 

 

 Violation, § 14-23. 

 

COUNCIL. 

 City Council. 

  See City Council. 

 

D 

 

DANCES, HALLS/SCHOOLS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6, 18.   

 Public, § 10-5A. 

 

DEFINITIONS. 

 Animals, § 3-1. 

 Code, § 1-2. 

 Emergencies. 

  State of emergency, § 6-1. 

 Garbage, refuse and waste, § 8-1. 

 Housing, § 9-1. 

 Licenses, § 10-1. 

 Massage parlors, § 11-1. 

 Mobile home parks, § 12-1. 

 Oil plants, § 7-47. 

 Pyrotechnics, § 7-40. 

 Taxicabs, § 18-1. 

  

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

 Appointment, § 2-34. 

 Cemeteries. 

  Duties, § 5-2. 

 Duties. 

 Generally, § 2-35. 

 Office. 

  Created, § 2-33. 

 

DOGS. 

 See Animals. 

 

DOG WARDEN. 

 Appointment, § 3-3. 

 Compensation, § 3-3. 

 Duties, § 3-4. 

 Firearm. 

  Storage and use, § 3-5. 
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DOG WARDEN. (Cont’d) 

 

 Powers, § 3-4. 

 

E 

 

ELECTIONS. 

 Conduct, § 2-1. 

 Registration of voters, § 2-1. 

 

ELECTRICITY. 

 Electrical Code, § 4-2. 

 Fire protection and prevention.   

  Removal of dead wires,  

   § 7-28.   

  Replacement and removal of  

   burned utility poles,  

    § 7-29. 

 Housing. 

  Requirements of basic  

   facility, § 9-5. 

 Mobile home parks. 

  Electrical service, § 12-21. 

 Pole and wires. 

  See Streets and Sidewalks. 

 State Electrical Code. 

  Buildings, § 4-2. 

 

EMERGENCIES. 

 Definitions. 

 State of emergency, § 6-1.  

Emergency Management Ord. 

  Adoption of County  

   ordinance,  

   § 6-9. 

 Mayor. 

  Proclamation. 

  Authorized, § 6-2. 

 Penalties. 

  Generally, § 6-8. 

 Proclamation. 

  Contents, § 6-4. 

  Extension, § 6-5. 

   Mayor. 

   Authorized, § 6-2. 

  Permitted limits of  

EMERGENCIES (Cont’d) 

 

   applicability, § 6-3. 

  Termination, § 6-7. 

  Violation, § 6-6. 

 State of emergency. 

  Permitted limits of  

   applicability, § 6-3. 

  Proclamation by mayor,  

   § 6-2. 

 

EMERGENCY VEHICLE. 

 Traffic regulation. 

  Exemptions, § 13-4. 

 

EMPLOYEES. 

 See Officers and Employees. 

 

ENERGY CONSERVATION. 

 Insulation contractors; licensing  

  and permit requirements,  

   § 10-19. 

 Licenses.  See Licenses. 

 

EXPLOSIVES. 

 Dynamite, § 7-33. 

 Gunpowder, §§ 7-31, 32, 52, 53. 

 Inflammable liquids, §§ 7-31, 32,  

  52, 53. 

 Inflammable non-liquids,  

  §§ 7-31, 32, 52, 53. 

 Percussion and dynamite caps,  

  § 7-32. 

 Permits, § 7-30. 

 Records. 

  Record of sales, § 7-30. 

 Time. 

  Limit on period which  

   explosives and blasting  

    agents may be kept in  

    cars, etc., § 7-31. 

 Transportation. 

  Drivers, § 7-36. 

  Markings, § 7-35. 

  Prohibited articles, § 7-37. 

  Use of for-hire vehicles,  
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EXPLOSIVES. (Cont’d) 

 

   § 7-34. 

 

F 

 

FERRIS WHEELS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

FIREARMS AND AIR RIFLES. 

 Discharge, § 14-9. 

 Dog warden. 

 Storage and use of firearms,  

  § 3- 5. 

 Projectiles, § 14-10. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

 Boundaries. 

  Fire limits, § 4-3. 

 Composition, § 7-7. 

 Fire chief. 

  Creation of office, § 7-10. 

  Duties generally, § 7-11. 

 Investigation of fires, § 7-12. 

 Order to remedy hazard. 

  Generally, § 7-14. 

  Service of order, § 7-15. 

 Right of entry, § 7-13. 

 Records, § 7-8. 

 Volunteer chief. 

  Supervision and training of  

   paid firemen, § 7-9. 

 Volunteer fire department, § 7-9. 

 

FIRE PROTECTION AND PREVENTION. 

 Blasting. 

  See Blasting. 

 Carrying or using whistles,  

  sirens, etc. 

   False alarms, § 14-18. 

 Charges. 

  Property outside city limits,  

   § 7-6. 

 Compliance with orders issued  

  under chapter, § 7-5. 

 Construction. 

FIRE PROTECTION AND PREVENTION. 

(Cont’d) 

  

 Site plan and new 

construction approval, § 7-

12C. 

 Damaging fire alarm systems,  

  § 14-15. 

 Driving over, etc,. Fire hose,  

  § 7-3. 

 Explosives. 

  See Explosives. 

 False alarms, § 14-18. 

  Carrying or using whistles,  

   sirens, etc., § 14-18. 

 False Fire Alarms,  § 15-10. 

 Fire chief. 

 Fire inspector, § 7-11. 

 Fire department. 

  See Fire Department. 

 Fire inspector. 

  Fire chief, § 7-11. 

 Fire limits, § 4-3. 

 Fire trucks. 

  Riding, § 7-2. 

  Right of way, § 7-4.   

 Gated Communities, § 7-12E. 

 Hose. 

  Driving over, § 7-3. 

 Inflammable liquids. 

  See Inflammable Liquids. 

 Interference with firemen or fire  

  apparatus, § 7-1. 

 Inspection of buildings and premises, 

§ 7-12A. 

 Knox Box rapid entry systems. 

  Installations, § 7-12D. 

 Mobile home parks. 

  Fire protection, § 12-23.   

 NC Fire Code. 

  Incorporation by reference, § 7-

18. 

 Non-liquids. 

  See Non-liquids. 

 Property outside city limits. 

  Charges, § 7-6. 
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FIRE PROTECTION AND 

PREVENTION. (Cont’d) 

 

 Pyrotechnics. 

  See Pyrotechnics.   

 Right of way. 

  Fire trucks, § 7-4. 

 Safety regulations. 

  Accumulations of trash and  

   waste, § 7-25. 

  Ashes, coals and embers,  

   § 7-24. 

  Burning trash and materials. 

   With land clearing,  

    § 7-22. 

   Within fire limits, § 7-21. 

 Excelsior. 

   Removal, § 7-26. 

 Exit signs in auditoriums,  

   § 7-18. 

 Fire escapes. 

   obstruction, § 7-17.   

  Fire extinguishers, § 7-16. 

  Hallways. 

   Obstructions. 

   Tenements and apartment  

    houses, § 7-20. 

  Places of public assemblage,  

   § 7-19. 

 Smokestacks and chimneys,  

  § 7-27. 

Stores, § 7-19. 

 Utility poles. 

 Replacement and removal of  

  Burned utility poles, § 7-29. 

 Wiring. 

  Removal of dead wires,  

   § 7-28. 

 

FIREWORKS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

FOR-HIRE VEHICLES. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

 

FORTUNETELLERS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

G 

 

GAMES/GAME ROOMS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

GARBAGE, REFUSE AND WASTE. 

 Director, § 8-2. 

 Bulk containers, § 8-1, 6, 7.  

 City Manager. 

  Unclean premises. 

  Notice of violation, § 8-9. 

 Cleanliness of premises. 

  Annual notice to chronic 

violators, § 8-17 

  Continuing violations, § 8-9. 

  Duty of owners. 

   Generally, § 8-8. 

  Notice of violation from city  

    manager, § 8-9. 

 Collection. 

  Precollection practices, § 8-6. 

  Substances city will not  

   collect,  

   § 8-7. 

 Containers, § 8-6. 

 Definitions, § 8-1. 

 Housing. 

  Responsibilities of owners  

   and occupants, § 9-3. 

 Mobile home parks. 

  Refuse of garbage disposal,  

   § 12-20. 

 Penalties, § 8-7.1, 9, 16. 

  Unclean premises, § 8-9. 

 Permits. 

  Private waste collectors,  

   § 8-3. 

 Salvage, § 7-4. 

 Sanitary landfill. 

  Unacceptable matter, § 8-5. 

 Scavenging, § 8-4. 

  Unacceptable matter. 

 Scrap materials, § 8-8.1 
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GARBAGE, REFUSE AND WASTE. 

(Cont’d) 

 

 Upholstered or interior furniture, § 8-

8.3 

 

GASOLINE. 

 Storage of inflammable liquids. 

  Near buildings, § 7-44. 

  Underground, § 7-45. 

 

GASTON COUNTY. 

 Animal Control Ordinance,  

  § 3-17, 18, 19. 

 Emergency Management  

  Ordinance, § 6-9. 

 

GOATS. 

 See Animals. 

 

GOLF CARTS. 

  Operation on public streets and 

roads, § 13-72 et seq. 

 

GRAFFITI. 

 Public nuisance, § 8-15. 

 Removal of public nuisance by City, 

§ 15.1. 

 

GRAVEYARDS. 

 See Cemeteries. 

 

GUNPOWDER. 

 Regulations controlling, §§ 7-31,  

  32, 52, 53. 

 

GYPSY BANDS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

H 

 

HANDICAP PARKING. 

 Regulations, § 13-43(B). 

 

HEALTH AND SANITATION. 

 Control of insects, rodents and 

HEALTH AND SANITATION. (Cont’d) 

 

  infestations. 

  Housing, § 9-9. 

 Housing. 

  Control of insects, rodents  

   and infestations, § 9-9. 

  Rooming houses, § 9-10. 

  Safe and sanitary  

   maintenance, § 9-8. 

 Rooming houses. 

  Housing, § 9-10. 

 

HEALTH SALONS. 

 See Massage Parlors. 

 

HEATING. 

 Heating Code, § 4-2. 

 

HOGS. 

 See Animals. 

 

HORSE AND MULE STOCK DEALERS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

HORSES. 

 See Animals. 

 

HOUSE NUMBERING  

 Destroying numbers, § 4-9. 

 Obliterating numbers, § 4-9. 

 Removing numbers, § 4-9. 

 Requirements, § 4-6, § 16-12. 

 Rules for numbering, § 4-7,  

  § 16-12. 

 Use of assigned numbers § 4-8. 

 

HOUSING. 

 Actions in rem. 

  Administration, § 9-16. 

 Administration. 

  Actions in rem, § 9-16. 

  Building inspector. 

   Duties, § 9-11. 

   Inspection procedures,  

    § 9-13. 
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HOUSING. (Cont’d) 

 

   Powers, § 9-12. 

 Complaints and orders  

  service, §9-15. 

  Continuing violations,  

   § 9-20. 

  Enforcement procedures,  

   § 9-14. 

  Liens. 

   Repair costs, § 9-17. 

  Ordinances. 

   Conflicts, § 9-19. 

  Penalties, § 9-20. 

  Placarding, § 9-16. 

  Remedies, alternative, § 9-18. 

 Applicability of chapter, § 9-2. 

 Building inspector. 

  Administration.  See within  

   this title  

    “Administration”.  

  Duties, § 9-11. 

 Buildings. 

  See Buildings. 

 Complaints and order service. 

  Administration, § 9-15. 

 Definitions, § 9-1. 

 Electrical system, § 9-5. 

 Findings, § 9-01. 

 Heating Systems, § 9-5. 

 Liens. 

  Administration. 

   Repair costs, § 9-17. 

 Minimum standards. 

  Equipment and facilities. 

   Basic, § 9-5. 

  Insects, rodents and  

   infestations. 

   Control, § 9-9. 

  Rooming houses, § 9-10. 

  Safe maintenance, § 9-8. 

  Sanitary maintenance, § 9-8. 

  Space, use and location,  

   § 9-7. 

  Structural conditions, § 9-4. 

  Ventilation, § 9-6. 

HOUSING (Cont'd) 

 

 Mobile home parks. 

  See Mobile Home Parks. 

 Noncomplying dwellings. 

  Occupancy, § 9-2. 

  Rental, § 9-2. 

 Occupancy. 

  Noncomplying dwellings,  

   § 9-2. 

 Ordinances. 

  Administration. 

   Conflicts, § 9-19. 

 Plumbing system, § 9-5. 

 Purpose, § 9-01. 

  Rental. 

  Noncomplying dwellings,  

   § 9-2. 

 Responsibilities of owners and  

  occupants, § 9-3. 

 

I 

 

IMPOUNDMENT. 

 Generally, § 3-14. 

 Purchase of impounded dogs by  

  non-owners, § 3-16. 

 Redemption, § 3-15. 

 

INFLAMMABLE LIQUIDS. 

 Gasoline storage. 

  Near buildings, § 7-44. 

  Underground, § 7-45. 

 Kerosene, § 7-46. 

 Oil plants. 

  Construction specifications, 

    § 7-48. 

  Definitions, § 7-47. 

  Maintenance, § 7-49. 

  Time limit for compliance,  

   § 7-50. 

 Regulations, § 7-31, 32, 52, 53. 

 Storage. 

  Kerosene, gasoline, etc., in  

   cars, service stations, etc.,  

    § 7-51. 
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INFLAMMABLE NON-LIQUIDS. 

 Regulations, § 7-31, 32, 52, 53. 

 

INSULATION CONTRACTORS. 

 Licensing requirements, § 10-19. 

  Licenses.  See Licenses. 

 Permit for installation, alteration  

  or restoration of insulation,  

  etc.  § 10-19.  Permits.   

   See permits. 

 

J 

 

JINGLE BOARDS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

K 

 

KNIFE RACKS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

L 

 

LICENSES. 

 Animals. 

  Horse, mule or stock dealers,  

   § 10-6. 

 Application, § 10-5. 

 Billiard room, § 10-6. 

 Bonds, surety. 

  Issuance, § 10-14. 

 Bowling Alley, § 10-6. 

 Cane boards, § 10-6. 

 Carnivals, § 10-6. 

 Change in nature of business. 

  Issuance of new license,  

   § 10-11. 

 Cider dealers, § 10-6. 

 Circuses, § 10-6. 

 City council. 

  Requirement to appear and  

   testify before city council,  

    § 10-6.   

 Coin or token operated games,  

  § 10-6. 

 Community antenna television  

 LICENSES (Cont'd) 

 

  systems, § 10-20. 

 Construction of chapter, § 10-2. 

 Dance halls, § 10-6. 

 Definitions, § 10-1. 

 Denial for cause, § 10-7. 

 Display, § 10-5. 

 Ferris wheels, § 10-6.   

 Fireworks, § 10-6. 

 For-hire vehicles, § 10-6. 

 Form and contents, § 10-16. 

 Fortunetellers, § 10-6. 

 Free licenses, § 10-12. 

 Games in cafes, § 10-6. 

 Gypsy bands, §10-6. 

 Horse and mule stock dealers,  

  § 10-6. 

 Information. 

  Required of solicitors,  

   § 10-15. 

 Insulation contractors; licensing 

  requirements. 

  Applications, § 10-19(c). 

  Authority, § 10-19(a). 

  Bond requirements,  

   § 10-19(e). 

  Issuance, § 10-19(d). 

  Location of business, change  

   of, advance notice  

    required, § 10-19(h). 

  Permit requirement; fee, 

    § 10-19(i). 

   Permits, See that title. 

  Required license, § 10-19(b). 

  Suspension; revocation,  

   § 10-19(g). 

  Termination and renewal of  

   license, § 10-19(f). 

  Violation; penalties,  

   § 10-19(j). 

 Issuance. 

  New license. 

  Change in nature of business, 

   § 10-11. 

  Receipt of approval, § 10-14. 
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LICENSES (Cont'd) 

 

  Receipt of bond, § 10-14. 

 Knife racks, § 10-6. 

 License year, § 10-3. 

 Livery stables, § 10-6. 

 Massage parlors. 

  See Massage Parlors. 

 Medicine shows, § 10-6. 

 Menageries, § 10-6. 

 Merry-go-rounds, § 10-6. 

 Mind readers, § 10-6. 

 Mobile home parks. 

  See Mobile Home Parks. 

 Motion picture shows, § 10-6. 

 Palmists, § 10-6. 

 Parlors, § 10-6. 

 Pawnshop or brokers, § 10-6. 

 Payment of tax, § 10-3. 

 Penalties. 

  For delinquency, § 10-13. 

 Penny arcades § 10-6. 

 Phrenologists, § 10-6. 

 Pool and billiard halls, § 10-6. 

 Precious metal business, § 10-6. 

 Prerequisites to issuance,  

  § 10-14. 

 Privilege licenses. 

  Tax. 

   Generally, § 10-18. 

 Public conveyances, § 10-6. 

 Replacement of lost or destroyed 

  license, § 10-17. 

 Requirement, § 10-5. 

 Revocation, § 10-8. 

 Sale or transfer of business,  

  § 10-9. 

 Secondhand dealers, § 10-6. 

 Separate license for each place of  

  business, § 10-9. 

 Solicitors. 

  Information required,  

   § 10-15. 

  Street stands, § 10-6. 

  Suspension, § 10-8. 

 Tax. 

LICENSES (Cont'd) 

 

  Imposition § 10-3. 

  Proration, § 10-4. 

 Theaters, § 10-6. 

 Transfer, § 10-5. 

 Traveling theatrical companies, 

   § 10-6. 

 Valid only for place designated, 

   § 10-10. 

 Vaudeville shows, § 10-6. 

 Weapons, § 10-6. 

 

LIVERY STABLES. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

M 

 

MANAGER. 

 City Manager. 

  See City Manager. 

 

MASSAGE PARLORS. 

 Definitions, § 11-1. 

 Exemptions, § 11-2. 

 Filing of names of employees,  

  § 11-7. 

 Genitalia, § 11-5. 

 Hours of operation, § 11-3. 

 Licenses. 

  Applications, § 11-9. 

  Issuance, § 11-10. 

  Refusal of minors, § 11-11. 

  Requirements, § 11-8. 

  Revocation, § 11-12. 

  Term, § 11-10. 

 Minors.  

  Patronage, § 11-6. 

 Treatment of persons of opposite  

  sex, § 11-4. 

 

MANUFACTURED HOUSING. 

 Appearance criteria, § 20-117. 

 Definition, § 20-41.46. 
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MAYOR. 

 Duties. 

  Generally, § 2-5. 

 Election, char.,§ 7. 

  Generally, char., § 7. 

 Salary, § 2-10. 

 Voting in case of tie, § 2-6. 

 

MAYOR PRO-TEM 

 Generally, char. § 11 

 

MEDICINE SHOWS 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

MENAGERIES. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

MERRY-GO-ROUNDS 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

MIND READERS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

MINORS. 

 Billiard parlors and poolrooms,  

  § 14-6. 

 Massage parlors. 

  Patronage, § 11-6. 

 

MOBILE HOME PARKS. 

 Electrical service, § 12-21. 

 Building inspector. 

  Enforcement officer, § 12-2. 

 Definitions, § 12-1. 

 Fire protection, § 12-23. 

 Garbage, refuse and waste. 

  Disposal, § 12-20. 

 Liability for violations, § 12-3. 

 Licenses. 

 Applications, § 12-5. 

  Assignments, § 12-10. 

  Condition prerequisite to 

   issuance, § 12-6. 

  Display, § 12-8. 

  Doing business in more than  

   one place, § 12-9. 

 MOBILE HOME PARKS (Cont’d) 

 

  Fees, § 12-9. 

  Hearing. 

   Grant, denial, renewal or  

    revocation, § 12-14. 

  Issuance, § 12-6. 

   Nonconforming existing  

    parks, § 12-7. 

  Revocation, § 12-13. 

  Term, § 12-11. 

 Parking outside of parks, § 12-4. 

 Sewers and sewage disposal,  

  § 12-19. 

 Standards. 

  Additions, § 12-17. 

  Application for changes. 

   In plan, § 12-15. 

  Distribution systems,  

   § 12-21. 

  Individual connections,  

   § 12-22. 

  Electrical service, § 12-21. 

  Fire protection, § 12-23. 

  Refuse and garbage disposal,  

   § 12-20. 

  Requirements, minimum,  

   § 12-16. 

  Sewers and sewage disposal, 

    § 12-19. 

  Telephone service, § 12-21. 

  Water supply, § 12-18. 

 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC. 

 Abandoned, nuisance and junked 

  motor vehicles. 

  Abandoned vehicle  

   unlawful; removal  

    authorized, § 13-59. 

  Administration, § 13-57. 

  Condition on removal of  

   vehicles from private  

    property, § 13-68. 

  Definitions, § 13-58. 

  Exception to prior notice  

   requirement, § 13-63. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC. 

(Cont’d) 

 

  Exceptions, § 13-70. 

  Junked motor vehicle 

    regulated; removal  

    authorized, § 13-61. 

  Nuisance vehicle unlawful;  

   removal authorized,  

    § 13-60. 

  Protection against criminal or  

   civil activity, § 13-69. 

  Redemption of vehicle during  

   proceedings, § 13-66. 

  Removal of abandoned,  

   nuisance or junked motor  

    vehicles; pre-towing  

    notice requirements,  

    § 13-62. 

  Removal of vehicles;  

   post-towing notice  

   requirements, § 13-64. 

  Right to probable cause  

   hearing before sale of  

    final disposition of  

    vehicle, § 13-65. 

  

 Sale and disposition of  

   unclaimed vehicle,  

   § 13-67. 

  Unlawful removing of  

 impounded vehicles, § 13-71. 

 Backing. 

  Operation of vehicles. 

  Limitations, § 13-12. 

 Cemeteries. 

  Operation of vehicles, § 5-18. 

 Coasters, roller skates and  

 similar devises.   

  Restriction of use, § 13-1. 

 Exemptions. 

  Emergency vehicles, § 13-4. 

 Funeral processions. 

  Operation of vehicles. 

  Driving through, § 13-10. 

 Golf carts. 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC. 

(Cont’d) 

 

  Operation on public streets and 

roads, § 13-72 et seq. 

 Licenses, § 10-18. 

 Maps. 

  Official traffic map, § 13-2. 

 Operation of vehicles. 

  Alighting from vehicle,  

   § 13-14. 

  Backing. 

   Limitations, § 13-12. 

  Boarding vehicles, § 13-14. 

   Clinging, etc. to moving  

   vehicles, § 13-17. 

  Driving on roadways laned  

   for traffic, § 13-11. 

  Entering, jumping on or  

   Riding vehicles without  

    permission, § 13-18. 

  Funeral processions. 

   Driving thorough,  

    § 13-10. 

  Handicap parking,  

   § 13-43(B). 

   Moving cars from parked  

    positions, § 13-9. 

  Obstruction of intersections  

   or crosswalks, § 13-26. 

  One-way streets, § 13-22. 

  Off highway 

   vehicles, § 13-30.1. 

  Play streets, § 13-20. 

  Protruding from vehicles,  

   § 13-16. 

  Quiet zones, § 13-21. 

  Riding bicycles on sidewalks, 

    § 13-19. 

  Riding bicycles or  

   Motorcycles without  

    hands on handlebars, 

    § 13-19. 

  Riding on vehicles not  

   designed for passengers,  

   § 13-15. 
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  Sidewalks. 

  Driving on sidewalk 

   Prohibited, § 13-13. 

 Speed limits, § 13-27. 

 Stop intersections, § 13-24. 

 Stopping at through streets,  

  § 13-23. 

 Truck routes, § 13-25. 

 Turns. 

  Limitations on turning  

   around, § 13-30. 

  Obedience to signs,  

   § 13-28. 

  Prohibited at specified  

   locations, § 13-29. 

Park areas, § 13-3. 

Parking.  See within this title 

 “Stopping, standing and  

  parking”. 

 Permits. 

 School children,  

  transportation of by  

   vehicles for hire. 

 Temporary permit for drivers,  

   § 13-4.1. 

Registration of vehicles. 

 Fees, § 13-52. 

  Number plates 

  Display, § 13-56. 

 

  Duplicates, § 13-54. 

  Issuance, § 13-54. 

 

  Transfer, § 13-55. 

  Requirement, § 13-52. 

  Tax collector. 

   Designation of deputy 

    registrars, § 13-53. 

  Term, § 13-52. 

 Restriction of use. 

  Coasters, roller skates and  

   similar devices, § 13-1. 

 School children, transportation  

MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC. 

(Cont’d)  

 

  of. 

  Temporary permit for drivers  

   of vehicles for hire,  

    § 13-4.1. 

 Standing.  See within this title,  

  “Stopping, standing and  

   parking”. 

 Stopping, standing and parking. 

  Application of article,  

   § 13-31. 

  Bus zones, § 13-38. 

  Curb loading zones, § 13-39. 

  Hazardous or congested  

   places, § 13-35. 

  Left side of vehicles to curb  

   in business district,  

    § 13-37. 

  Obedience to no parking  

   zone, § 13-33. 

  Obedience to safety zone  

   markers, § 13-33. 

 Parking. 

  Adjacent to schools,  

   § 13-45. 

  Fifteen-minute zones,  

   § 13-50. 

  Methods,  § 13-44. 

  Obstruction of traffic, 

    § 13-41. 

  One hour zones, § 13-49. 

  Parking for certain  

   purposes, § 13-43. 

  Parking in alleys,  

   § 13-42. 

  Prohibited zones,  

   § 13-46. 

  1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.,  

   § 13-47. 

   River Street,  

    § 13-32(a)(13). 

  Signs required, § 13-40. 

  Special parking times,  

   § 13-51. 
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  Cove Avenue, § 13-41. 

  Two-hour zones, § 13-48. 

 Zones. 

  Fifteen minute, § 13-50. 

  One hour, § 13-49. 

   Prohibited, § 13-46, 

   13-47 

   Two hour, § 13-48. 

   72 hour limit,  

   § 13-43 (a) 

  Prohibited in certain 

   places, § 13-32. 

  Vehicles backed up to  

   curb, § 13-36. 

   Vehicles not to stop in  

    streets, § 13-34. 

Streets and sidewalks. 

 See Streets and Sidewalks. 

 Tax collector. 

  Registration of vehicles. 

  Designation of deputy  

   registrars, § 13-53. 

 Taxicabs. 

  See Taxicabs. 

 Temporary driver’s permit. 

  Vehicles for hire. 

   Transport of school  

   children, § 13-4.1. 

 Traffic control devises. 

  Flashing signals, § 13-8. 

  Obedience, § 13-5. 

  Requirement for enforcement  

   purposes, § 13-6. 

  Signal legend, § 13-7. 

 Vehicles for hire; temporary  

  driver’s permit. 

   Transporting school  

    children, § 13-4.1. 

 Wreckers. 

  Rotation, § 14-20. 

  Towing of vehicles without  

   prior agreement, § 14-20. 

 

MUNICIPALITY. 

 Boundaries. 

  Boundaries of the city, char.,  

  § 4. 

 Claims against city. 

  Generally, § 2-4. 

 Corporate body politic, char.,  

  § 1. 

 Government. 

  Form of government, char.,  

   § 3. 

 Name of city, char., § 1. 

 Powers. 

  Generally, char., § 2. 

 

N 

 

NOISE. 

 Acts construed as noise, § 14-12. 

 Carrying or using whistle, siren,  

  etc., § 14-8. 

Loud, disturbing and unnecessary 

 noises prohibited, § 14-11. 

 

 

NON-LIQUIDS. 

 Regulation and control of  

  inflammable, §§ 7-31, 32, 52,  

   53. 

 

NORTH CAROLINA BUILDING CODE. 

 Adoption, § 4-1. 

 

NORTH CAROLINA FIRE CODE. 

 Adoption, § 7-18. 

 

O 

 

OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. 

 Benefits. 

  Administration, § 2-22. 

  Generally, § 2-21. 

 Building inspector, § 4-4. 

  Housing. 

   See Housing.  

 City attorney. 
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  See City Attorney. 

 City clerk. 

  See City Clerk. 

 City manager. 

  See City Manager. 

 City treasurer. 

  See City Treasurer. 

 Conflicts of interest, § 2-18. 

 Director of public works. 

  See Director of Public  

   Works. 

 Expenses of councilmen and  

  other officers, § 2-19. 

 Fire inspector, § 7-11. 

 Holidays, § 2-21. 

 Personnel regulations, § 2-21. 

 Retirement, § 2-23. 

 Sick leave, § 2-21. 

 Social security benefits, § 2-20. 

 Tax collector. 

  See Tax Collector. 

 Vacations, § 2-21. 

 

ORDINANCES. 

 Amendment, § 1-7. 

 Charter. 

  Charter to supersede  

   ordinances, char., § 9. 

 Code. 

  Repeal, expiration and  

   revival, § 1-6. 

 Continuing violations. 

 Generally, § 1-8. 

 Effective date, § 2-3. 

 Effect of new ordinances, § 1-7. 

 Enforcement, § 1-8. 

 Expiration, § 1-6. 

 Form, § 2-2. 

 Housing, 

  Conflict of other ordinances,  

   § 9-19. 

 Revival, § 1-6. 

 

 

P 

 

PALMISTS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

PARADES. 

 Permit, § 14-13. 

 

PARKING. 

 Commercial Equipment in  

  Residential Neighborhoods, 

    § 14-24 

 Handicap, § 13-43(B). 

 More than 72 hours, § 13-43(A). 

 Prohibited in Fire Lanes, § 7-54. 

 See also Motor Vehicles and  

  Traffic. 

 

PARKS AND RECREATION. 

 Advertising, § 21-22. 

 Alcohol, § 21-20. 

 Alms and contributions, § 21-24. 

 Animals at large, § 21-11. 

 Camping, § 21-12. 

 Charges, § 21-27. 

 Construction of regulations,  

  § 21-2. 

 Definitions, § 21-1. 

 Disorderly conduct prohibited,  

  § 21-18. 

 Disposal of refuse, garbage,  

  rubbish, etc., § 21-8. 

 Effective date, § 21-30. 

 Explosives, § 21-15. 

 Firearms, § 21-14. 

 Fires, lighted cigarettes, etc.,  

  § 21-16. 

 Gambling, § 21-19. 

 Hours, § 21-25. 

 Hunting, § 21-13. 

 Intoxicating liquors and  

 beverages, § 21-20. 

 Meeting and exhibitions,  

  § 21-23. 

 Penalties, § 21-28. 

 Permits, § 21-4. 



 Supplemented through March 25, 2019. 

PARKS AND RECREATION. (Cont’d) 

 

 Pollution of waters, § 21-9. 

 Preservation of building, signs,  

  structures, etc., § 21-6. 

 Preservation of flowers, plants,  

  minerals, etc., § 21-5. 

 Separability clause, § 21-29. 

 Smoking, § 21-17. 

 Skateboard Park, § 21-21. 

 Swimming and bathing required,  

  § 21-7. 

 Territorial scope, § 21-3. 

 Traffic and parking, § 21-10. 

  

PARLORS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

PAWN SHOP OR BROKERS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

PENALTIES. 

 Code. 

  General, penalty, § 1-8. 

 Garbage, refuse and waste. 

  Unclean premises, § 8-9. 

 Housing. 

  Administration, § 9-20. 

 

PENNY ARCADES. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

PERMITS. 

 Blasting, § 7-39. 

 Explosives, § 7-30. 

 Fire protection and prevention. 

  Bonfires, § 7-23. 

 Garbage, refuse and waste. 

  Private waste collectors,  

   § 8-3. 

 Insulation contractors. 

  Permit for installation,  

   alteration or restoration of  

  insulation, other 

   material or energy 

   utilization equipment. 

PERMITS. (Cont’d) 

 

  Required fee, § 10-19 (i). 

 Parades, § 14-13. 

 Poles.  

  Streets and sidewalks, § 16-7. 

 Pyrotechnics, § 7-41. 

 School children, 

  transportation of by vehicles  

   for hire. 

  Temporary driver’s permit,  

   § 13-4.1. 

 Streets and sidewalks. 

  Cutting or excavating, § 16-4. 

  Poles, § 16-7. 

 Taxicabs, § 18-5. 

 

PERSONNEL. 

 Regulations, § 2-21, et seq. 

 

PHRENOLOGISTS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

PLUMBING. 

 Plumbing code, § 4-2. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

 Auxiliary police force, § 15-2. 

 Chief. 

  Assignment of duties, § 15-4. 

  Creation of office, § 15-5. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. (Cont’d) 

  Duties generally, § 15-6. 

 City manager. 

  Executive head, § 15-1. 

 Compensation, § 15-7. 

 Composition, § 15-1. 

 Damaging policy alarm systems,  

  § 14-15. 

 False Fire Alarms, § 15-10. 

 General control, § 15-3. 

 School crossing guards, § 15-9. 

 Suspension of policemen, § 15-3. 

 Uniforms, § 15-8. 
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POOL AND BILLIARD HALLS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6, 10-8. 

 

PROPERTY. 

 Public property. 

  Damaging fire and police  

   Alarm systems, § 14-15. 

 Damaging trees, shrubs, etc.,  

  § 14-16. 

  Private use of vehicles or 

   equipment, § 14-17. 

 

PUBLIC CONVEYANCES. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

PUBLIC NUISANCE. 

 Abatement, § 4-10. 

 

PYROTECHNICS. 

 Definitions, § 7-40. 

 Exceptions, § 7-43. 

 Permits, § 7-41. 

 Sales, § 7-42. 

 

R 

 

RAILROADS. 

 Blocking crossings, § 14-19. 

 Speed limits, § 14-18. 

 

 

RECORDS. 

 Explosives. 

  Record of sales, § 7-30. 

 Fire department, § 7-8. 

 

RECREATION COMMISSION. 

 Appointment of members,  

  § 2-39. 

 Compensation, § 2-40. 

 Composition, § 2-39. 

 Conflicts of interest. 

  Officers and employees,  

   § 2-18. 

 Creation, § 2-39. 

 Duties, § 2-41. 

RECREATION COMMISSION. (Cont’d)  

 

 Organization, § 2-40. 

 Powers, § 2-41. 

 Terms of members, § 2-39. 

 

REFUSE. 

 See Garbage, Refuse and Waste. 

 

RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

 Fire protection and prevention. 

  Fire trucks, § 7-4. 

 

ROOMING HOUSES. 

 See Housing. 

 

RULES OF PROCEDURE. 

 Meetings of city council. 

  See City Council. 

 

S 

 

SALVAGE. 

 Garbage, refuse and waste, § 8-4. 

 

SCAVENGING. 

 Garbage, refuse and waste, § 8-4. 

 

SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL. 

 See Water and Sewers. 

 

SEWER USE ORDINANCE. 

 Chapter 19 

 See separate bound document. 

 

SHEEP. 

 See Animals. 

 

SIDEWALKS. 

 See Streets and Sidewalks. 

 

SKATEBOARDS. 

 Downtown, § 13-19. 

 Citizens’ Center, § 13-19. 

 Skateboard Park, § 21-21. 

 



 Supplemented through March 25, 2019. 

SOLICITATION OF ALMS. 

 Prohibited, § 14-5. 

 

SOLICITORS. 

 Information required, § 10-15. 

 

STREET CRIERS. 

 Advertising, § 14-1. 

 

STREET STANDS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS. 

 Animals. 

  Certain animals prohibited  

   within 200 feet of  

    residence or street,  

    § 3-10. 

 Bicycles. 

 riding on sidewalks,§ 13-19. 

Conditions necessitating special 

cleaning or repairs, § 16-13. 

Cutting or excavating. 

 Permit, § 16-4. 

 Protection, § 16-5. 

 Restoration of openings,  

  § 16-6. 

 Encroachments, § 16-1. 

 Major street requirements. 

  Marking or painting on  

   Streets and sidewalks,  

    § 14-2. 

 Obstructions, § 16-2. 

 Intersections or crosswalks,  

  § 13-26. 

 One way streets, § 13-22. 

 Pavement of streets for first time,  

  § 16-3. 

 Play streets, § 13-20. 

  Ball games prohibited,  

   § 14-4. 

 Poles. 

  Agreements between  

   companies, § 16-9. 

 Care, § 16-10. 

  Inspections, § 16-10. 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS. (Cont’d) 

 

  Limited to one line, § 16-8. 

  Permit, § 16-7. 

  Right of city to use utility  

   poles or underground  

    conduits, § 16-11. 

 Truck routes, § 13-25. 

 Vehicle. 

  Driven on sidewalks,  

   § 13-13. 

 

SUBDIVISIONS. 

 Chapter 17 

 See separate bound document. 

SWINE. 

 Animals. 

  Keeping of swine, § 3-11. 

 

T 

 

TAXATION. 

 License tax. 

  Payment, § 10-3. 

  Proration, § 10-4. 

 

TAX COLLECTOR. 

 Appointment, § 2-31. 

 Duties, § 2-32. 

 

TAXICABS. 

 Accidents. 

  Reports, § 18-28. 

 Certificates of public  

  convenience and necessity. 

 Application. 

  Consideration, § 18-8. 

  Filing, § 18-7. 

  Information required,  

   § 18-7. 

  Expiration, § 18-10. 

  Issuance, § 18-9. 

   Memorandum. 

    Certificates, § 18-12. 

  Renewal, § 18-11. 

 Required, § 18-6. 
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  Revocation, § 18-16. 

  Surrender of certificate,  

   § 18-7. 

  Suspension, § 18-6. 

  Term, § 18-10. 

  Transfer, § 18-13. 

  Vehicles. 

   Ownership. 

    Changes, § 18-14. 

   Substitution, § 18-15. 

 Color schemes, § 18-24. 

 Definitions, § 18-1. 

 Depots. 

  Required, § 18-26. 

 Drivers. 

  Accidents. 

  Reports, § 18-28. 

 Conduct, § 18-34. 

 Manifest. 

  Records, § 18-27. 

 Permits. 

  Applications. 

   Generally, § 18-31. 

   Qualifications of  

   applicant, § 18-30. 

  Contents, § 18-32. 

  Issuance. 

   Generally, § 18-32. 

   Grounds for failure to  

   issue, § 18-33. 

  Qualification of  

  applicant, § 18-30. 

 Renewal, § 18-32. 

 Required, § 18-29. 

 Revocation. 

  Grounds, § 18-33. 

 Records. 

  Accidents, § 18-28. 

  Manifests, § 18-27. 

Equipment.  See within this title, 

 “Specifications and  

  equipment”. 

 Fares. 

 Cards. 

TAXICABS. (Cont’d) 

 

 Display, § 18-20. 

 Disputes. 

  Settlement, § 18-19. 

 Payment. 

  Required, § 18-21. 

 Rate cards. 

  Display, § 18-20. 

 Receipts, § 18-21. 

 Schedules, § 18-18. 

 Inspector. 

  Appointment, § 18-3. 

  Offices created, § 18-3. 

  Powers and duties. 

   Generally, § 18-4. 

 Insurance. 

  Liability insurance, § 18-5. 

 Licenses. 

  Certificates of public  

   convenience and  

    necessity.   

    See within this title  

    “Certificates of public  

    convenience and  

    necessity”. 

  Vehicles, § 18-5. 

 Penalties, § 18-2. 

 Permits. 

  Certificates of public 

   convenience and  

    necessity. 

    See within this title 

  “Certificates of public  

   convenience and  

   necessity”. 

  Drivers.  See within this title,  

   “Drivers”. 

 Rates of fare.  See within this  

  title, 

   “Fares”. 

 Records. 

  Accidents, § 18-28. 

  Drivers manifest, § 18-27. 

 Registration and licensing of 

   vehicles, § 18-5. 
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 Specifications and equipment. 

 Color schemes, § 18-24. 

  Compliance with article,  

   § 18-22. 

  Depots. 

   Required, § 18-26. 

   Generally, §18-23. 

  Inspection of equipment, 

    § 18-25.  

  Maintenance of equipment,  

   § 18-25. 

 Terminals. 

   Required, § 18-26.  

  Vehicles. 

   Certificates of public 

     convenience and  

    necessity.  See within  

    this title, “Certificates  

    of  public  

    convenience and  

    necessity”. 

  Drivers.  See within 

    this title “Drivers”. 

   Equipment.  See  

   within this title,  

   “Specifications and  

   equipment”. 

   Insurance. 

  Liability insurance,  

   § 18-5. 

  Registration and licensing,  

   § 18-5. 

  Specifications.  See within  

   this title, “Specifications  

    and equipment”. 

  Violations, § 18-2. 

 

TAX LEVY ON GROSS RECEIPTS ON 

RENTAL VEHICLES. 

 Administration, § 22-9. 

 Authority, § 22-11. 

 Collection of the tax, § 22-3. 

 Definitions, § 22-1. 

 Effective date, § 22-12. 

TAX LEVY ON GROSS RECEIPTS ON 

RENTAL VEHICLES. (Cont’d) 

 

 Levy on tax, § 22-2. 

 Penalties, interest and remedies,  

  § 22-8. 

 Report of payment of tax, § 22-4. 

 Severability, § 22-10. 

 Situs, § 22-7. 

 Tax collector to provide forms,  

  § 22-6. 

 Taxpayer to keep records, § 22-5. 

 

THEATERS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

TIME. 

 Explosives. 

  Limit on period which  

   explosives and blasting  

    agents may be kept in  

    cars, etc., § 7-31. 

 Fire hazard. 

  Order to remedy hazard,  

   § 7-14. 

 License year, § 10-3. 

 Massage parlors. 

  Hours of operation, § 11-3. 

 Meetings of city council, § 2-11. 

 Office hours. 

  City clerk, § 2-29. 

  City treasurer, § 2-29. 

 Oil plants. 

  Time limit for compliance,  

   § 7-50. 

 

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY 

Created; Composition and 

appointment of members, 

 § 2-52 

 

TRAFFIC. 

 See Motor Vehicles and Traffic. 
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TRAFFIC-CONTROL DEVICES. 

 See Motor Vehicles and Traffic. 

 

TRANSPORTATION. 

 Fares. 

  Nonpayment. 

  Offenses, § 14-14. 

 

TRAVELING THEATRICAL 

COMPANIES. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

TREASURER. 

 City treasurer. 

  See City Finance Officer.. 

 

 

V 

 

VAUDEVILLE SHOWS. 

 Licenses, § 10-6. 

 

VEHICLES FOR HIRE. 

 School children; transportation  

  By vehicles for hire. 

  Temporary driver’s  

   permit, § 13-4.1. 

 see Taxicabs. 

 

VIDEO GAMES. 

 Approval by City Council,  

  § 10-6. 

 Regulations, § 14-22. 

 

W 

 

WASTE. 

 See Garbage, Refuse and Waste. 

 

WATER AND SEWERS. 

 Chapter 19. 

 See separate bound document. 

 

WEAPONS. 

 Licenses, §§ 10-6, 10-18. 

Prohibited on municipal property, §  

WEAPONS. (Cont’d) 

  

 14-23. 

 

WEED CONTROL. 

 Regulations, § 8-9 through § 8- 

  14. 

 

WHISTLES, SIRES, ETC. 

 Carrying or using whistles,  

  sirens, etc., § 14-18. 

 

WRECKERS. 

 Rotation, § 14-20. 

 Towing of vehicles without prior 

   agreement, § 14-20. 

 

Z 

 

ZONING AND LAND USE. 

 Chapter 20. 

 See separate bound document. 
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